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The Pacific Institute Excursion to the Yosemite 
and Monterey Assemblies started from Chicago, on 
Monday last, with more than three hundred members. 
All the details of arrangement seemed satisfactory, 
and the entire company had anticipation of a most 
enjoyable and profitable occasion. 


An added interest was given to the recent very suc- 
cessful International Convention of Young Men’s 
Christian Associations from the fact that its sittings 
was held in Baltimore, the field of Mr. Moody’s latest 
labors ; and from its choice of Mr. Moody himself as 
its president. The evangelist is not a man who 
believes in figure-head officials, and when he takes a 
position he does so with the intention of performing 
its duties with his best powers. All last week, in the 
chair of the convention, in its noon prayer-meetings, 
and in his talks on methods in the inquiry room, and 
other themes with which he is specially familiar, his 
aid was immediate and effectual. If any delegate 
went away without receiving benefit it was not Mr. 
Moody’s fault. 


A good and efficient Sunday-school class without 
any name is better than a dull and lazy one with the 
noblest of titles. But if your class does boast some 
distinctive name, let its members be worthy of it. 
“Little Lambs of the Flock” does not afford a 
wholly satisfactory designation of a half-dozen loud- 
voiced and unruly boys; neither does “Zealous 
Workers ” befit a class of girls who never work any 
more than they can help, and who do not even study 
their lesson before they present themselves in the 
Sunday-school room. If you have a name, fight for 
it as bravely and as constantly as a soldier fights for 
his battle-flag ; if you cannot do this, the name is 
not worth printing on your next anniversary pro- 





gramme. It ought to be both a record of past en- 
deavors and an incitement to new triumphs. 


If we should call the attention of our contem- 
poraries to every editorial, editorial note, and con- 
tributed article transferred from our columns to theirs 
without credit, we should find no space for anything 
else on this first page week by week. But we make 
it a rule never to do anything of the sort. And 
because our custom in this line is well understood 
there are some periodicals which take matter from 
our columns with perfect impunity, to use it as 
original in their own. When we look over their 
columns we can hardly wonder at this. Indeed, we 
are tempted to say about their stealing as the Quaker 
said to the dry-goods clerk about lying: “Friend, it 
is a great pity that lying is a sin, since it seems so 
necessary in thy business.” But it does amuse us to 
see how often one of these stolen articles is quoted by 
a conscientious contemporary with full credit to the 
paper that appropriated it from our pages. 


Downright hard work is essential to success in any- 
thing that is worth doing in the world. No native 
ability relieves a man from the necessity of earnest 
and persistent application to whatever he undertakes, 
if he would be efficient in his endeavors. This is as 
true for men of brilliant genius as for those of 
moderate capabilities. Indeed, it is commonly recog- 
nized by them more readily than by inferior minds. 
“ The fact is,” says Ruskin, “that a man of genius 
is always far more ready to work than other people, 
and gets so much more good from the work that he 
does, and is often so little conscious of the inherent 
divinity in himself, that he is very apt to ascribe all 
his capacity to his work, and to tell those who ask 
how he came to be what he is: ‘If I am anything, 
which I much doubt, I made myself so merely by 
labor.’” So if a man thinks he has genius in one 
direction or another he will best prove it by working 
hard and persistently at anything he undertakes in 
that direction. His genius will prompt him to labor, 
not relieve him from labor. 

It is bad manners, and it shows a lack of sense, to 
talk in a loud tone of voice, in a public conveyance, 
about one’s purely personal affairs. On a street car, 
or on a railway train, the passengers are often called 
to hear some person—who might otherwise pass for 
a well-bred gentleman or lady—tell of his or her 
doings of the day, and plans for the future, in tones 
that penetrate to every portion of the conveyance, 
and must be listened to. Private and household 
matters are shouted into all ears. Facts that might 
be given with propriety to an intimate acquaintance, 
but which the public have no business with, are 
bruited abroad ; and commonly more or less of gossip 
is included which ought not to have been given any- 
where. This is bad manners, in that it forces the 
speaker unpleasantly on the attention of the other 
passengers, and practically monopolizes the listening 
powers of all; also, in that it makes public much 
that an innate modesty would shrink from disclosing 
to every ear. And it argues a lack of sense, accord- 
ing to the proverb that “the less water there is in a 
bottle, the more noise it makes in coming out.” 


However few be your advantages for acquiring 
information, and whatever sense you may have of the 





deficiency of your knowledge, it is certain that many 
whom you meet in your daily life—perhaps the 
majority of them—have had inferior advantages and 
have acquired less knowledge. You therefore belong, 
in some things at least, to the class of teachers and 
helpers, as well as to that of learners and persons 
waiting to be helped. If you hoard one talent 
which the experiences cf life have brought, you are 
as truly a miser as though you hoarded a hundred 
talents. We blame men who use their knowledge or 
their experience for themselves alone; but we all of 
us have some knowledge and some experience of which 
other people stand in real need. We ought not to 
wait to be asked for help; we should bestow it 
unasked, if we are sure we see the right chance. 
Every reader of these words knows more about some- 
thing, however little, than Bismarck, or Darwin, or 
Tennyson does, and could, if chance were offered, 
give to either one of them important assistance. Do 
not let any sense of your own supposed inferiority 
prevent your lending aid or imparting instruction 
wherever you really can. The world loses too much 
effective service, just because of the common feeling 
that “ J can’t help anybody.” If you really know 
what some other person does not know, he is entitled 
to the benefit of your help. 


THE PREACHER’S CHOICE OF SUBJECTS. 


What to preach about exercises a good many 
ministers more than it ought to. And, again, other 
ministers give this point a great deal less attention 
than it deserves. It is a matter which is well worth 
considering by every preacher; and even though no 
rule, or set of rules, can be given to apply alike in 
all cases, a few suggestions on the theme may be 
serviceable to those interested. 

Other things being equal, the preacher will interest 
his audience most, by choosing subjects in which he 
is himself most interested. But, practically, this is 
not sufficient to determine his choice ; for it does not 
follow that a preacher is most interested in what will 
best edify his hearers; nor can he always decide even 
what has the greatest present interest for himself. 
Indeed, if the final word is to be given in accordance 
with the immediate effect upon an audience, the reign 
of sensationalism has begun. 

The effort should be, not so much to lay down 
rules for the choice of subjects, as to institute and 
maintain such a training as will lead to a correct 
choice. To be a good preacher is more than to make 
good sermons ; to rightly feed the flock of Christ is 
more than to have a correct system in the choice of 
topics. Since, then, one’s own interest plays so large 
a part, it follows that the preacher is in the right 
way when his studies interest him in what will edify 
thé people ; namely, the great central facts of Christ’s 
person and work, and our salvation and growth in 
Christian character and power as vitally connected 
with these. Doctrinal preaching has grown distaste- 
ful only where it has failed of receiving the preacher’s 
experimental interest. When it is arehash of technical 
theology, it ought to become distasteful. Some of 
the best preachers tell us that they keep up their 
interest in these central themes, and thus preach 
upon them to unwearied audiences, by exegetical 
study. Here a word of caution is necessary. The 
freshness and fruitfulness resulting from such study 
will be lost, if the mind is kept too much on the 
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hunt for points to make material for sermons. 
best thoughts do not come from God’s word when 
the student is standing like a reporter, with a note- 


book, to make an article of it. The Bible should be 
studied for the preacher’s own intellectual and 
spiritual profit; then will his profiting appear unto 
all. There is too much “ professional” study, as it 
might be termed ; “homiletical exegesis” would be 
even more exact. When one studies the word to 
know its meaning, lives in it, as it were, half the 
difficulty in choosing themes disappears. The topics 
current in the community, the line of thought fol- 
lowed in the Sunday-school, the occurrences in the 
congregation, the state, or the nation, do not then 
control the theme, but suggest it. The mind, medi- 
tating on the word, finds the text that speaks most 
clearly as God’s voice in these circumstances ; the 
choice seems to have the sanction of the Spirit itself. 
It will be observed that thus the vexed question, as 
to whether the subject or text should be chosen first, 
is disposed of. The occasion or purpose of the dis- 
course suggests the text and subject at the same time ; 
the subject appears as the legitimate truth of the 
text, and the text is found without studying a con- 
cordance, or index, or analysis of the Bible. Practical 
illustrations of this method are not wanting. During 
a busy pastorate, work of a biblical character 
apparently remote from his pulpit duty was thrown 
upon a distinguished clergyman whom we could 
name. His testimony is that never did texts suggest 
themselves so readily as then; and now, after the 
lapse of ten years, he finds that his best sermons were 
those written when he gave five hours of each work- 
ing day to exegetical study, independent entirely of 
his sermon-writing. 

But there must be a guard in another direction. 
The fault of many a pulpit is its desultoriness. In 
ten years’ preaching, half the great truths of Chris- 
tianity may have been overlooked, not willfully, but 
simply because the preacher has followed his own 
inclination, or been drifted along by “occasions” of 
a public or private nature. Here a system of a 
flexible character is the proper remedy. A plan 
should be adopted, to cover the leading truths of the 
gospel—following one’s own concept of theology, or 
some formula of doctrine—but let it be understood 
that theological lectures are not meant by this 
description. Or some system of exposition can be 
introduced, or the order of the church year be 
adopted, or the Sunday-school lessons be looked to 
for suggestions. The great matter is not the adoption 
of any one system, but the presence of a plan which 
will save the preacher himself from the onesidedness 
and desultoriness which are all too common. A few 
years’ practice will make it easy to have some round 
of grand themes lying behind the pulpit teaching, to 
be its spinal column. Thus one can be true to the 
gospel and true to himself, can give personal interest 
and Christian interest to the themes he discusses. 
Young preachers waste a great deal of time in 
deciding between texts: it is probably because they 
do not know any of them well enough. A good 
practical rule is, when you are undecided between 
texts, study them all more thoroughly. 

iv «= perhaps in the line of our peculiar province 
to indicate more fully how the Sunday-school lessons 
can be made suggestive of pulpit themes. The text 
need not come from the lesson itself, but from its 
surroundings ; from the connection between one les- 
son and the next, serving as a bridge from one to the 
other. The theme may be the principle that under- 
lies some historical lesson, or the practical teaching 
from a didactic one. The main thing is that the 
theme gets hold of the preacher in its relation to the 
study of the gospel. For the last Sunday in June 
what better theme can there be than the opening 
words of Romans: “Paul, a servant of Jesus 
Christ.” What a wonderful field opens up in the 
matter of the connection between the Old and the 
New Testaments! If every pastor in the land would 
seek to find, from July to December next, some 


would be neither sameness in the sermons nor satiety 
among the people. What a blessing if all the 
pulpits would, on the morning of the second Sunday 
of July, expound the folly of legalism as Paul sets it 
forth in Romans 6, 7, so that there might be a fitting 
basis for the noble lesson of that day from the eighth 
chapter! Nor is there any other part of the series 
that fails in similar suggestiveness. If any minister 
has had trouble in choosing themes, it might be 
well for him to try this plan for three months; it 
might be the stepping-stone to something better, to a 
plan wrought out by the man himself for himself. 
This plan is always the best one. 


THE RIGHTS OF PUBLIC SERVANTS, 


The public has its rights, which it ought to demand, 
constantly and rigorously, from all its army of ser- 
vants—railroad and steamboat employees ; telegraph 
men and expressmen; hotel managers; clerks in 
stores; teachers and journalists; and even profes- 
sional men in general, so far as they are public ser- 
vants. The individual servant represents to the pub- 
lic the promises and duties of the corporation, or 
employer, or profession he serves ; and the public has 
the right, therefore, to demand that his service be 
governed by the large principles of right in general, 
not by the special convenience of a single occasion. 
It is sometimes a plain duty to prosecute a company, 
or to cause the discharge of an employee, or to utter 
stern rebuke where the heart prefers gentle words ; 
simply because the case is not a personal one, but 
one in which the injured individual represents the 
general good, and the condemned individual repre- 
sents unfaithfulness to a public trust. Europeans 
sometimes express surprise that Americans so tamely 
endure neglect and ill-treatment in this regard ; and 
surely much need has existed, and still exists, for 
increasing rigor in guarding all matters of public 
welfare. But there is also a right on the side of the 
corporation and the servant, which we are prone to 
overlook, As the individual is, on the one hand, a 
representative of the public welfare and on the other 
hand an independent personage, so the public servant 
is both a representative and a personage. Neither 
party has a right to forget or to confuse this distinc- 
tion, or to magnify either relation at the expense of the 
other. Kindness should not degenerate into careless- 
ness, nor rigor into cruelty. 

The subject is too wide to admit of the discussion 
here of more than a single point,—that every one 
ought to remember the natural rights which belong 
to public servants in their individual capacity. In 
many cases their duties are tedious and exacting; 
monotonous in the extreme; hatefully familiar ; 
humiliating to their sense of manliness; demanding 
an exceptional knowledge of human nature; calling 
for the constant exercise of tact and skill; severely 
taxing patience; and receiving a pitifully small 
remuneration. One has little idea, from the outside, 
of the irksomeness of the tasks of those whom he 
blames most severely for neglect of duty. A current 
child’s magazine contains some clever pictures in 
which dogs are leading muzzled men, frogs are pelting 
boys with stones, and oxen are driving laborers at 
the plow. A similar overturning, for a single day, 
would be salutary in real life. Twelve hours’ expe- 
rience in the duties of a railroad ticket-agent, or 
expressman, or saleswoman, or newspaper reporter, 
would bring words of kindness to lips used to nothing 
but captious blame, when speaking to the servants 
of the public. Put yourself in their places, in spirit 
if not in deed, and you will thereby come much 
nearer to Christian courtesy. Beas ready to praise 
as to blame. Encourage as freely as you dishearten, 
if the act deserves it. The overworked and fretful 
servant for hire will remember your smile and your 
kind words for many a weary month, and they will 
cheer him the next time that some surly boor blames 
him unjustly. 

The source of true Christian courtesy, in the repre- 
sentative of the public or in the servant of the pub- 





subject related to the lessons from the Epistles, there 


lic, in buyer or in seller, in employer or in employed, 





lies in the Spirit of Christ. If any man have it not 
he is none of his, and he cannot be sure of being 
a courteous master or a faithful servant. Christ’s 
help is needed to make the boorish traveler just and 
sensible, as it is needed to make the arrogant hotel 
clerk or the tyrannical railroad man dutiful and 
patient. The other day, on the railroad car, a con- 
ductor had a smile for the little children, offered 
kindly help to the feeble women, and benefited 
all by the clear tones in which he called out the 
names of the stations. A stupid man got on the 
wrong train, and a stupid woman neglected to get 
off at the right time; but for both this conductor 
stopped the cars with an unrufiled face and no act 
of petulant insult. The day before he had taken 
his part in the prayers and songs of the little Method- 
ist church where he lived; and that was where his 
strength came from. Nowhere is Christianity more 
needed than in the steamboat or the railroad car, and 
nowhere, therefore, is Christ more ready to help us. 

What if we should all of us, whether served or 
serving, always try to act as we would were Christ 
standing by our side? There would be less talk, 
then, about our “righis ” and our “ wrongs.” 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


One of the strangest things in the world is, that there 
are Christian parents who do not talk freely with their 
own children on the subject of personal religion. This 
is by no means generally the case; for there are multi- 
tudes of Christian fathers and mothers who make religion 
the theme of themes with their children from the earliest 
lispings of the little ones ; and who find a place for it, or 
who find in it place, in its application to all matters of 
thought or speech or conduct. Yet there are church- 
members, Sunday-school teachers or superintendents, or 
even ministers of the gospel, who shrink from close reli- 
gious conversation with their own children ; who do not 
know the views and feelings of those children on the 
theme of personal religion. It is in view of this fact 
that a correspondent from Galveston, Texas, gives an 
illustration out of his recent experience in revival work 
in his region. Among other inquirers in the meetings he 
attended was a young lady who had asked an interest in 
the prayers of Christians, and had come day after day to 
the prayer and inquiry meetings: 

One morning, during a prayer-meeting, she was asked for an 
expression of her mind. She remarked that she could trust 
Christ, that she loved God, and that she was willing to forsake 
all and follow Jesus; but she added, “ cannot confess him 
before men yet.” How strange! At the doorway, but lacking 
courage to enter! Her mother, who was a church-member, and 
a regular attendant upon all of the services, was then asked if 
she had spoken to or prayed with her daughter. With faltering 
voice, she said ‘“‘ No.” ‘Do you wish your child to be saved? ” 
Bursting into tears, she said, “Certainly Ido!” ‘ Yet you do 
not pray with her?” At this the mother could make no answer. 
Leaving the church, she remained away for three days, but 
when she returned her face was beaming with joy. Her 
daughter’s countenance told the “ old, old story of Jesus and 
his love,” and when the mother was asked why she was so 
happy, her answer was, “I have prayed for her.’ Her 
daughter confessed Christ, and there were many happy hearts 
in consequence. Why is it that parents are more than willing 
for some one else to speak to their children about their salvation 
than to speak themselves? This question I have pondered 
often, and I cannot find any other answer but this one: The 
lives of so many church-members are so antagonistic to the 
principles of true religion (which fact none know as well as 
children), that parents, who are Christians in name, have not 
the courage to press upon the acceptance of their children that 
which they so shamefully represent in their daily walk and 
conversation. A man who professes to be a converted person, 
and who says he loves God, sends for a preacher to converse 
with his wife on spiritual things. Why? Superintendents 
lecture their teachers and pupils about family prayers, while 
the dust on their family Bibles has not been disturbed since 
Dr. Goodbody stayed over night. Why? Is not religion of 
inestimable value, of pre-eminent importance? If so, how can 
those who profess it, make themselves stumbling-blocks in the 
way of sinners? 

There is certainly no excuse for any parent’s hesitancy 
to speak freely and at all times with his or her children 
on personal religion. Inconsistency in the Christian life 
is to be deplored; but it had better be openly admitted 
by the parent to the child, and deplored openly, than to 
have it stand in the way of a parent’s faithfulness to and 
with a child, in the most important of all concerns. 





It is hard to bring all Christian believers to see that 
the Bible deals with principles rather than with the 








details of conduct ; that it lays down the basis of thought 
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and speech and action, but does not rigidly prescribe 
forms of thinking and speaking and acting. There are a 
great many who would like to find in the Bible such spe- 
cific regulations on all these points as would relieve them of 
responsibility in deciding as to their proper course in 
every emergency. But they greatly mistake the charac- 
ter and scope of Bible trath who look at it in this light. 
God’s children have a duty to be fully persuaded in their 
own mind, on the basis of Christian principle, as to times 
and seasons, and dress, and diet, and amusements, and 
occupations. They are not to find all these specified and 
indexed in the Scriptures, with a word of approval or 
censure over against each. Here, for example, is a Mas- 
sachusetts correspondent exercised as to the Bible sanc- 
tion for ordinary business. He says: 

I am a constant, enthusiastic reader of The Sunday School 
Times, and especially of the “ Illustrative Applications,” and I 
note frequently your references to practical business life, and 
your high standard of fidelity to trusts. But in relation to all 
this, a curious question was suggested some weeks since, and a 
distinguished evangelist puzzled over it not a little; perhaps 
you can give light upon it. It is this, Is there any warrant in 
the Bible for doing business at all? Not doing work, but doing 
business—manufacturing, trading, buying, selling, accumulat- 
ing wealth, shipping, etc. Does the New Testament endorse 
any of the great industries, trades, and commerces of civiliza- 
tion? Do these things exist, in any sense, in consonance with 
Christ’s teachings, or in spite of them, or irrespective of them ? 
Does “‘ Seek ye first the kingdom of God” (and the accompany- 
ing promise) promote an ascetic, expectant trust without busi- 
ness endeavor? Does Luke 12: 22-36 form, in any sense, a 
literal, practical part of Christianity ? Does “Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon,” riches, practically express a condemnation 
of business pursuits, inventions, and the accumulation of a 
consecrated wealth in money? Is modern business endorsed, 
condemned, or ignored by Christ ? 

We do not find that the New Testament gives any 
epecific spproval of sendirg fur a physician in sickness, 
of riding in a Pullman car, of broiling oysters, of wear- 
ing a stove-pipe hat, or even of attending a Sunday-school 
convention or taking a religious newspaper. Yet we 
fird no positive condemnation of these practices; hence 
we feel justifid in applying to any and all of them the 
test of principles which are laid down in the teachings of 
Christ and his apostles, and judging accordingly as to the 
propriety of the things in question. Concerning the 
departments of business named by our correspondent, 
and the work of money-getting generally, we see no pro- 
hibitions in the New Testament, and no reason for infer- 
ring anything of the sort. Of course it is the duty of the 
Christian believer, whether he is in the pulpit or the 
salesroom, to seek first the kingdom of God; to give the 
chief place in his thoughts to the service and honor of 
God. Of course he cought never to be a slave of riches. 
Of course it is wrong for him to worry over his business 
or personal affairs. Restful trust in Jesus, at all times 
and in all things, is the proper condition of every disciple 
of Jesus. Our Lord’s injunctions in the passage referred 
to are “a literal, practical part of Christianity,” and are 
conformed to by many a manufacturer, merchant, and 
banker, in his every-day life. All kinds of active busi- 
ness and money-making not in themselves sinful, and not 
directly cslculated to injure those engaged in them or 
others, can and do “exist in consonance with Christ’s 
teaching.” In the days of Jesus, the man who had 
money in his hands and would not put it at the 
exchanger’s, where it might draw good interest, was cast 
into outer darkness for his folly. Paul stopped, at 
Philippi, with a Thyatiran commission merchant—a 
woman who was probably a widow carrying on her hus- 
band’s business at the old stand; and he does not seem 
to have found fault with her occupation. When he went 
to Ccrinth, Paul worked at tent-making with one of his 
own craft; and we have no reason for supposing that he 
and Apollos wanted all the teats they made for their own 
comfort. The fair inference is that that they sold them, 
and made good use of the profits. The Apostle James 
complains that Christians propose to “go into such a 
city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get 
gain,” without making all their plans dependent on 
God’s approval. He does not suggest that their purposes 
of business are wrong, bat that they “ought to say, If 
the Lord will, we shall live, and do this or that.” And 
as to the legitimate acquisition of property the declara- 
tion of Paul is that “the children ought not to lay up 
for the parents, but the parents for the children.” And 
how can the parents fairly lay up money unless they get 
it honestly, and hold on toit? In fact, Christian activity 
in business pursuits—commercial, manufacturing, and 
monetary—is clearly in accordance with the letter and 
spirit of New Testamert teachings; and some of the 
most devoted followers of Jesus are, as they ought to be, 
“not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 


Lord.” 





THE SPIRIT’S SEAL, 
BY EMILIE POULSSON, 


How oft we see upon some still, dead face 
A strange new grace; 
A beauty that in life we could not trace. 


It seems as if this can be nothing less 
Than the impress 

Of the freed spirit’s pitying caress ; 

As if, quick pausing in its glad release, 
It touched with peace 

The clay o’er which its power now should cease ; 


And we who thought to look upon our dead 
With shrinking dread, 
By that sweet rapturous calm are comforted. 


A LONG RETROSPECT. 
BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM W. PATTON, D.D, 


Qui'‘e recently a company of gentlemen met and dined 
together in a princely mansion on one of the principal 
avenues of a large city. Circumstances make it proper 
not more minutely to describe time and place, as also to 
omita mention of names. The occasion was social and 
semi-private. It was not of a merely festive character, 
however, and it found its justification and attraction in 
its commemorative relations. One glancing through the 
window from without might have said: “ Here is a 
singular dinner-party, made up wholly of gentlemen ; 
and of old or oldish men. See the bald heads, the gray 
beards, the eye-glasses and spectacles and wrinkles! And 
yet they seem to be pretty lively, and the merry laugh 
goes round not seldom.” It should be said that those 
rather venerable gentlemen were not recent acquaint- 
ances; and yet, curiously, many of them had to be intro- 
duced to each other, on first entering the drawing room ! 
Each came in half confidently and half timidly, gazed 
around a little uncertainly, was met by the warm-hearted 
host cordially but inquiringly, announced his name, and 
then was suddenly surrounded by a circle of outstretched 
hands and smiling faces. What did it mean? Simply 
that the owner of the mansion had invited his old college 
classmates to meet around his table and celebrate the 
fortieth anniversary of their graduation. Two words in 
the invitation had fallen with weight, it appeared, on the 
heart of each one who received it —“‘ fortieth ” and “ sur- 
vivors.” ‘It cannot be possible,” mused each in his 
heme, “that forty years have elapsed since we passed so 
gaily out of the church on Commencement Day, carrying 
in the hand the coveted diploma! Why, that would 
make us old men! What cid we think, in those days, of 
venerable beings who talked about having graduated 
from college forty years before? How did Mcses and 
Aaron and Joshua appear forty years after their gradu- 
ation from Egypt? And then what means this invita- 
tion to the “survivors,” to meet and dine together? That 
word carries asad implication. All the class, then, can- 
not be summoned to the reunion. There are missing 
ones, as when a regimental roll is called after battle. We 
used to hear such things about the generations that pre- 
ceded us; have they come true also of us?” And then 
the tear-drops filled the eye and trickled down the cheek. 

Not all the invited guests could be present, but a 
goodly company was there, some traveling bundreds of 
miles for that single purpose; for heart-strings are long 
and strong, and do not weaken with age. There were 
those who had not met during the “ forty years of wander- 
ing ;” the desert being broad. And so it was amusing, 
as such made their appearance, to hear the word goround: 
‘Who can that be? I think it is Jones. No, it is 
Brown, don’t you remember his ncse?” But, after all, 
quite likely it was Smith. And then, how curious! he 
in turn was as much puzzled to make out the names of 
those who had mistaken him. They did not look natural 
to him, which was very provoking, when they were con- 
scious, all the time, of feeling so natural. Yet how the 
wonders multiplied! After half an hour of lively conver- 
sation, the old features and expression and tone of voice 
came back to everybody, and they were boyssgain! One 
says to another: “‘ Just shave cff that beard, and you will 
be yourself once more ;” and is told in return: “ Replace 
that hair, which Time, like an Indian, has ‘lifted’ from 
your shining head, and we shall all know you.” Sum- 
moned to the dining-room, each discovered 2 humorous 
pictorial card with his name upon it, designating his 
place ; and when the chairs were filled, the genial host 
found himself surrounded by a very appreciative com- 
pany, who did justice to the luxurious viands in the many 
successive courses, which came with the deliberateness 
favorable to the animated historic and biographic conver- 
sation which was kept up on all sides. It was well that 
each had two ears to match his one tongue; otherwise 





how could anybody have heard when all talked? But 
hearing and talking were both admirably managed, and 
in fact, as everybody knows, were each essential to the 
other. And so five hours sped by as if they were but one, 
and yet forty years were packed away in them! 

And what had those forty years produced? How far 
had youthful anticipations and predictions been verified 
by experience? Just here was it apparent, that if one 
cannot know what shall be on the morrow, much less can 
he foresee what shall occur in forty years. There is some- 
times in the indications of college life an accurate 
prophecy of a man’s future. He who heads his class 
becomes a leader of the people in thought or in action. 
But it is not always so, and those of whom youthful 
comrades expect most sometimes accomplish least, while 
the unrenowned in college develop unanticipated powers 
in the struggle of life. The explanation can usually be 
found. A scholarly taste, an excellent memory, inde- 
fatigable literary application, and an ambition to carry off 
the honors, are by no means a full equipment for the com- 
ing years in which circumstances will be greatly changed. 
They cannot be a substitute for knowledge of men and 
things, for courage and hope, for easy adaptation to time 
and place, for self-reliance and fortitude, for sympathy 
with one’s generation, and discernment of needed work. 
And then there will seem to come to one favorable oppor- 
tunities which another never meets, developing and put- 
ting to use whatever of power may bs in him. And so it 
will happen, on such an occasion as the one described, 
that the review will differ somewhat from the prospect. 
There were those whose noon had fairly fulfilled the 
promise of the morning. They had fought life’s battle 
bravely and successfully in the time which Providence 
had indicated. There were a few whose talents and 
acquisitions gave augury of a bright future, who early fell 
before the reaper Death, and their names were tenderly 
mentioned, as if of brothers who had dropped in their 
prime out of a loving household. How touchingly the 
mystery of the life behind the veil affects us! We know 
only the earthly consequences of death; and these viewed 
by themselves impress us sadly, as if the departed had 
somehow missed their opportunities, and fallen as imma- 
ture blossoms from the tree. If we could see to what 
death conducted them in the beyond, the sadness might 
vanish from our hearts, as it should appear that their 
activities had in no wise ceased, but had preceeded in 
the unseen deathless realm quite as successfully as had 
ours in this world of mortals. As the narratives went on 
about the living, present and absent, there were found to 
be a small number who had accomplished much less than 
friends had anticipated, one or two who had been the 
black sheep of the flock, and others who had developed 
ability and acquired distinction beyond the original 
expectations of their classmates. 

It was interesting to see the old traits come out, as 
the hours went by. There was the humorist of the class, 
whose conversational jokes and amusing compositions 
used to keep his mates in a roar, and to upset the gravity 
of the professors. He looked sedate and proper, at first, 
with his gray hair and age-mellowed countenance. But 
soon the sparkle came into the eye, and the banter and 
the jest dropped from the lips, and the circle was con- 
vulsed as of yore. Yet as pathos and humor are twins, 
and as his was also a poetic gift, there came forth in time 
a poem, prepared for the occasion, so apt and touching 
that every eye overflowed. The class at its graduation, 
though originally much larger, had dwindled to twenty- 
seven, and thirteen of these went into the gospel ministry. 
Can this be paralleled in a class of equal size? And how 
touching it was to hear their words of joy that such had 
been their life-work! One of the eldest of them gave a 
testimony on this point, so simple, ingenuous, and heart- 
felt, declaring that he preferred his humble career as a 
village pastor to being President of the United States, 
that every one was lifted to a sense of the morally sublime. 
At eleven o’clock we rose from the table, sang in voices 
less firm and clear than in our youth, “ Praise God, from 
whony all blessings flow,” shook hands with many a 
“ God bless you,” and went our several ways to continue 
life work to its appointed end. It was delightful to know 
that nearly every member of the class had hope in Christ, 
and looked for the crown of immortality. 


ZECHARIAH’S VISION AND ITS TEACHINGS. 
BY WILBUR F. PADDOCK, D D. 

It was a significant and impressive vision the prophet 
Zechariah bad. He sees a candlestick of pure gold and 
immense size, with its seven lamps, burniog before him. 
Seven golden pipes connect each lamp with a bow] at the 
top, which serves as a reservoir for the oil feeding them. 
Two olive-trees stand near the candlestick, one on each 
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side, continually pouring out oil from their branches into 
golden spouts inclining from them into the bowl; so that 
the supply of oil in the candelabrum is never exhausted, 
and never replenished from any other source. 

Such is the vision. When an angel who appears to the 
prophet while beholding it is asked by the prophet what 
it means, he answers: “This is the word of the Lord 
unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. Who art thou, 
O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become 
a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone thereof 
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it.” The 
connection between the vision of the prophet and the 
message he was to deliver to Zerubbabel appears to me to 
be this: Zerubbabel was building the second temple at 
Jerusalem amid formidable difficulties and great dis- 
couragements—mountains of perplexities from scantiness 
of workmen and material; mountains of hindrance from 
the intimidations and intrigues of the malicious Samari- 
tans; mountains of risk from the jealousy of the Persian 
power; mountains of opposition from the weakness and 
fears of his own people. How were all these discourage- 
ments to be overcome, these obstructions to be removed? 

As Moses, in the distress of his soul at finding himself 
and people hemmed between conquering hosts, impassable 
sea, and impenetrable mountain wall, cried unto the Lord 
for light, for help, for deliverance, so had, doubtless, 
Zerubbabel amid like difficulties and dangers; and 
Heaven answers him through the prophet, illustrating 
and impressing its message by the vision introducing it. 
Just as you have seen, is its language, that the golden 
candlestick, however valuable and imposing in appear- 
ance, and the bowl which crowns it, and the lamps and 
pipes and spouts which make up its various parts, however 
necessary in their place, are singly and together useless,— 
fail entirely of producing light, of being of any benefit 
to the sanctuary, if not fed by oil from the olive-trees 
without man’s aid, and with no power but God to 
produce it and keep the supply continuous and abundant, 
80, go tell Zerubbabel, shall it be with the building of 
the temple. “ Not by armies,” as the word literally is, 
however imposing and valuable in restraining and over- 
coming assault; “not by power” of Persian edicts or 
satraps, by the number of your people, their wealth, their 
favor, or their ability, however useful when employed by 
me; not by any human power, authority, or persuasion 
can this temple be built, “but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts””—by the virtue and courage I will infuse, 
the influence, the means, the friends I will raise up. Be 
assured, therefore, O Zerubbabel, that through me all 
difficulties, though they be mountains high, shall vanish 
before thee, and the erection of the temple go on until 
the topstone is laid, and the building stands complete, 
amid the thanksgivings and joyful acclamations of the 
people. 

This I conceive to be the teaching and the relation of 
this vision of Zechariah to the message he bore the Jewish 
leader. As Zerubbabel was undoubtedly a type of Christ, 
and the temple he was building typical of the church of 
Christ, it cannot be questioned, I think, that this Scrip- 
ture is designed to teach us, both in figure and plain 
declaration, what is the real power by which the church 
of God is to be built up in this wicked world ; and upon 
which each coworker with God, whether clergyman or 
layman, must entirely depend. 

In this great work undoubtedly there is intimate and 
inseparable connection between Christ and the Holy 
Spirit in personality and essence, in office and ministra- 
tion. No Scripture is more explicit, perhaps, on this point, 
than that we are considering. In no other way can we 
reconcile its statements. But this does reconcile them. 
Thus we read of Joshua, the high-priest,—the type of 
Obrist in his priestly office,—“ He shall build the temple 
of the Lord, even he shall built it; ” and of Zerubbabel,— 
the type of Christ in his regal office,—“ His hands have 
laid the foundation of this house, bis hands shall also 
finish it;” and yet with equal emphasis and truth do we 
hear it affirmed, “This temple shall be built by MY 
SPIRIT saith the Lord of hosts.” 

The meritorious builder is the divine Son; the instru- 
mental builder is the divine Spirit. The Son is sealed 
and anointed for the work through the impartation of the 

fullness of the Spirit; the Spirit iss invested with power 
to execute the work through the accomplished atonement 
and mediation of the Son; and both alike are commis- 
sioned and sent forth to bring the work to a triumphant 
issue, by the Father. And yet, while each person of the 
ever-glorious Trinity has some part in the great scheme 
for man’s salvation, since the divine Spirit is the active 
agent and the eflicient cause of all spiritual life, progress, 
and development, his presence is to be continually recog- 
nized, his power constantly sought, and dependence upon 





him solely felt and entirely relied upon, by all who would 
rightly and successfully engage in the upholding of 
Christ’s church upon earth. 

That there are other sources of dependence we too well 
know. It is too sadly true that in some branches of the 
church catholic the work of the divine Spirit, while not, 
indeed, actually denied, is practically overlooked and 
deliberately ignored. The foundation of the spiritual 
temple being securely laid in the life and death of Jesus 
Christ, they seek to build upon this foundation with little 
thought or reliance upon him who alone can make their 
work real and abiding. Having the golden candlestick 
of ordinances in the sanctuary, with its seven lamps 
brightly burnished and carefully trimmed, they think to 
keep them replenished with oil largely extracted from 
their own virtues, zeal, and learning. 

Such is the Church of Rome. Such, still more, is the 
Greek Church. In neither is there that dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit which the Scriptures enjoin, and 
which is essential to successful work in the building of 
God’s spiritual temple. 

And how is it with Protestant Christianity—with that 
branch of the universal church to which we belong? 
Are the prerogatives of the divine Spirit fully recognized ? 
his relation to Christian organizations, ordinances, teach- 
ings, life, duly considered? his works adequately 
estimated? his presence constantly sought and suffi- 
ciently relied upon, even by those bodies of Christians 
who claim.to be most Protestant, most evangelical, most 
apostolic in order and spirit ? 

We greatly fear but one answer can be given to these 
interrogatories,—that all Christian bodies are open to the 
charge of neglecting or disparaging the office and work 
of the Holy Ghost in the enlargement and strengthening 
of the church, through undue dependence upon other 
means and agencies, 

Denominational lines have been drawn within such 
sharply defined limits and defended from invasion and 
relaxation with such determined zeal; sectarian feeling 
and prejudice have risen so high; the “shibboleths” of 
different parties and schools of thought have by the force 
of rivalry become so absorbingly prominent; the neces- 
sity, at whatever cost, of maintaining and giving success 
to certain organizations, felt to be so vitally important,— 
that all classes and orders of spiritual workmen have too 
much lost sight of the true source of church growth and 
prosperity, and looked rather to the accretive and talis- 
manic power of denominational peculiarities. 

There is an increasing tendency to depart from the old 
ways of preaching the gospel—as much that pursued by 
St. Peter and St. Paul as that of Chillingworth or Chal- 
mers or Jeremy Taylor or Bishop White. Times change, 
it is true, and men change with them; and modes of 
thought and methods of teaching. But there are some 
rules and principles which should, in delivering the 
gospel message, govern all times; and are not to be 
changed or modified by the infusion of new ideas and 
processes of thought, or the supposed necessity of ad- 
justment to the ever-varying intellectual tastes and 
demands of mankind. 

One of the canons of abiding authority and universal 
application is, That the manifest teaching of a passage 
of Scripture, being an expression of the mind of the 
Spirit, is not to be forced from its legitimate sense, or 
made to teach something different from that the Spirit 
designed it to teach. Is this rule strictly obeyed? Who 
does not know that it is constantly departed from by the 
religious writers and preachers of the day? You take 
up a book like that called “ New Readings of Old Para- 
bles,” and are astounded at the meaning gathered from 
the clear, simple language of these wonderful stories, 
and the perversion, from their manifest teaching and 
purpose, of the grand truths and rich gospel they contain, 
and are ready to exclaim with the weeping Mary, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him!” 

And do we not find a like loss in many of the sermons 
we hear, and especially from the younger clergy? The 
desire to be original and fresh and striking, to be up to 
the demands of modern thought, to satisfy the craving 
for new expressions of truth, and make pulpit-teaching 
attractive, causes some persons to strain the meaning of 
the Bible beyond all bounds of sound and legitimate 
interpretation; or use its declarations and incidents for 
an entirely different purpose from that intended by their 
divine Author; so that cne is led sometimes to think, 
the attempt is to show what the Spirit did not teach, 
rather than what he did. 

And there is still another grand rule of unchanging 
obligation—that in the ministration of the pulpit, not 
taste, nor feeling, nor mental aptitude for a certain class 
of doctrines, should determine and regulate the kind and 


measure of truth preached, but rather is it the solemn 
duty of the ambassador of Christ to convey to man, as 
far as can be, the whole mind of the Spirit; and in that 
proportion and relation he himself indicates in the in- 
spired canon. Because I like a doctrine, shall I preach 
it? and because I do not like a doctrine, shall I not 
preach it? Like and dislike have, I conceive, nothing 
to do with the matter. What hath God said? What 
“does he tell me to say? Fidelity to my office demands 
fidelity in delivering his message. I cannot, as a faithful 
servant, subject the matter of that message to the judg- 
ment of personal feeling, taste, or disposition, and accord- 
ing to the decision rendered, deliver some parts and not 
others. I may, indeed, like the ambassador of an earthly 
king, decide when and how the matter committed may 
be presented, and in what measure at any particular 
time. But here my discretion ends. All else in regard 
to it is determined by God. Even in these respects, I am 
to seek to learn his will, and when in any way made 
known faithfully to follow it. The Christian minister 
stands in his congregation as God’s messenger to pro- 
claim the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth delivered to him. Not to do it to the best of his 
knowledge and ability is to disobey his orders, dishonor 
the author of his message, and detract as far as in him 
lies from the legitimate result of its full publication to 
man, 

And yet the more will this be the case, if its publica- 
tions be not in the proportion and relation indicated by 
the Spirit in his revelation of it in the Bible. To make 
a new theology, in which the love and grace and mercy 
of God are largely stated, and his justice and sovereignty 
and punishment of the wicked, as largely left out, or 
toned down to something less if not something other than 
the Bible represents; to preach of a place of happiness 
and never allude to a place of retribution ; of the sac- 
rifice of Christ upon the cross in atonement for human 
guilt, and not of its substitutionary character—which a 
large part of the Epistles and the grandest portions of 
the Mosaic ritual were given to unfold and illustrate ; to 
tell of the beauty and excellence of holiness, and not of 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin; of a holy life, but little 
of the source of it; much of duties, little of faith ; much 
of ordinances, little of personal consecration,—is not in 
the ministrations of the pulpit, to deliver God’s message 
in the proportion the Spirit has written it. 

Nor is it honoring to him or helpful to the success of 
the gospel, to bring a sinner before his Saviour and not 
tell him of him who can alone “take of the things of 
Christ and show them unto him ;” who can alone convey 
to him the life spiritual and eternal that Saviour has 
purchased and bestows; who can alone make him a 
living stone—well prepared and firmly set in God’s 
spiritual temple. There must be in the preaching of 
the gospel, that relation and connection which the divine 
Spirit has observed between one great truth and another, 
as well as the due proportion of truth. ‘ What God hath 
joined together, let no man put asunder.” 


LEVELING MOUNTAINS. 
BY THE REV. H. C. MCCOOK. 


God had raised up Cyrus, his servant, to overcome the 
great Babylonian powers, and thus to open the door to the 
restoration of Jerusalem, that the oracles of God once 
more might be established, and that so, to us as to all 
generations, the blessed word of life and light might be 
sent, Zerubbabel was the prince of Judah ; a noble man, 
in the current sense of the word at that time,—in the 
sense of the word on the other side of the Atlantic,—a 
descendant of the royal house of David, and recognized, 
therefore, as lineally at the head of the house of Judah, 
—the prince of the captivity. God oftentimes chooses 
the weak, the ignoble, and the humble of this world to 
confound the mighty. Perhaps most frequently it is his 
way. And yet sometimes he steps aside in his provi- 
dential administration of his affairs in the church and in 
the world, and lays his hand of anointing upon those in 
whose veins run royal blood. Sometimes the humble, 
sometimes the mighty, sometimes the prince, sometimes 
the cultured, sometimes the rich and the rulers,—like 
Nicodemus, and like Joseph of Arimathea, and like 
Zerubbabel, the prince of the captivity,—are called to be 
the leaders of God’s people from the darkness of sin into 
the light of God, to be rearers of the foundation of the 
church, and to build the holy edifice of God’s spiritual 
temple. 

Zechariah has revealed to him a vision,—a vision which 
is to be given to Zerubbabel for his consolation. The 
angel comes to the prophet in his dreams. A mountain 
is reared before him. The angel challenges the moun- 





tain, ‘“ Who art thu, O great mountain? Before Zerub- 
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babel thou shalt become a plain.” And so the word 
which was to be sent to this prince of the captivity was 
this: Though the work before you rears itself as a moun- 
tain, seemingly impossible to be surmounted or removed, 
yet in the name of that God who is your helper you may 
challenge the difficulty, and the mountain shall flow down 
before your zeal, and consecration, and faith, aided by the 
eternal God, and shall become as a plain before you. We 
may imagine this great man, as he came back from the 
captivity, standing with his people upon the brow of 
Olivet. What a scene was that presented to his view as 
he gazed upon the site of the holy city! The temple was 
a desolation, its foundation stones overgrown by the 
rank foliage of that semi-tropical land; the house of his 
father David—the goodly palace of the hill of Zion—was 
a desolation. The homes in which Judah and Judah’s 
sons and daughters were, over those hills that were round 
about Jerusalem, were a desolation. The lovely country 
homes, like that Bethany home to which long afterwards 
our Lord often resorted, and loved to go, that dotted all 
those hill-sides outside the city walls, embowered under 
the palms and under the olives, were a desolation. What 
a work that,—to build up the temple; to build up the 
palace; to build up the desolate towns; to build up the 
desolate homes; to call once more verdure and plenty 
into those desolate hill-sides,—to do all this in the face of 
enemies who were opposing him, and of friends who had 
but half a heart for the work! And yet in the face of 
such difficulties as that God bade his servant have good 
cheer. “The mountain shall become a plain,” in the 
name of him before whom might is as nothing, and power 
is as nothing, but whose spirit shall accomplish all 
things. There shall be a plain, and the hard ways shall 
be made easy ways, and in the name of God thou shalt 
conquer, 

The lesson has come to God’s people in all times. Was 
it not so in the days of the apostles? What work was 
given to them to do? When our Saviour was carried 
away upon the wings of the clouds from the brow of 
Olivet, and his mourning disciples were left alone,—and 
yet not alone, because, by the promise of the Father, the 
Comforter was to be with them,—what a work was that 
for them to undertake! Judah prostrate; the Sanhedrim 
bitter in its opposition to them; Rome sitting on her 
seven hills, with her mailed hand on the world, ready to 
crush out the life and all the endeavors of that humble 
band of fishermen, and the wives, and the friends, and 
the women who labored with them. Conceive the apos- 
tles gazing upon the nations around about the Mediter- 
ranean shore. Fancy them as they go into the cities and 
gaze upon the power of paganism, seated there, and 
bolstered there by the cultured of that wonderful land 
and people. Follow one of them as he walks through 
the city of Rome, and gazes upon the power that must be 
attacked in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, and think of 
this little band of weak men undertaking a work like 
that. Yet in the name of God in whom they trusted 
they challenged the mountain, and the mountain became 
a plain, because God was with them, because the might 
of heaven was within them, and all the strength opposed 
to them became as utter weakness. 

When the Lord by his Spirit awakened the heart of 
Luther, the monk of Eisenach, and stirred him up to 
attack the power of the papacy, a mountain of difficulty 
reared itself before him that might well have daunted 
the stoutest heart; but in the name of God he faced the 
mountain, and the mountain has become as a plain. 
Luther conquered, and we have reared in the midst of 
the world the form of Christianity that has given new 
life and vigor to the faith appointed for the salvation of 
men. Look back but fifty years upon the condition of 
the world as regards Christian missions; how few were 
the centers of light in pagan lands! how deep was the 
sleep into which the church had fallen! Nations were 
hurrying towards the gates of death with no hand to stay 
their rapid progress; with no voice to awaken the church, 
and send it out with the missionary spirit of old to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. A little company of stu- 
dents under a haystack in that old New England town 
dedicated themselves to the work of saving a world and 
of awakening a sleeping church. Within a half-century 
what have we seen? The mountain of difficulty was so 
high that it wellnigh appalled the hearts of the most 
believing. Though it has not utterly been leveled to the 
plain, it is sinking more and more before the vigorous 
attack of faithful men and women, And now we can 
hardly sing “From Greenland’s icy mountains,” because 
in icy Greenland there is not aspot where men live, where 
the name of Jesus is not honored, and Christian churches 
have not been reared; and Afric’s palms shelter many 
& missionary who to-day declares the word of life to the 
dark continent. And so, the world around, the circle of 





light is running, and men are now turning to God, and 
crying to a church, partly awake, but too much sleeping 
still, “Come over and help us.” Perhaps as you have 
looked across the seas, as you have gazed into the dark 
heart of Africa, as. you have seen the superstitions of 
India enthroned in the hearts of her people, as you 
have seen the difficulties in the way of those who pro- 
claim the gospel to-day, you may still say, “The moun- 
tain is very high, very steep ; how can it ever be caused 
to flow down?” But contrast the present with the past; 
see what God has done for you, and go with a good heart 
to the work that he has set before you. Challenge the 
mountain “Difficulty.” Who art thou, O great moun- 
tain? for he who sits on the eternal hills—he who has 
reared the mountain by his voice—he by his finger 
causes it to tremble again, and makes it go down before 
you, and you shall reioice as you walk forward over the 
plain towards the glory. 

Your work may be very small indeed as judged by the 
outside world, or as judged by yourself, compared with 
works which have been mentioned here, but nevertheless 
it is a very great work to you. How often has the 
mother, as she has gathered her little ones around her, 
felt that her burden of their training was greater than 
she could bear. With many things to discourage, perhaps 
with no warm-hearted, believing husband to help in the 
work, she has said, “ I must yield before the difficulties.” 
It may be that some teacher, clean discouraged with the 
crookedness of a mission class, or with the difficulties of 
a class of boys and girls who have sorely tried her faith, 
is ready to yield to the barrier that comes before her. 
To you, mother; to you, teacher; to you, Ohristian 
worker,—in whatever field you may be engaged, let this 
truth come, bringing newstrength. The mountain is before 
you; face the mountain; face it in the name of the 
eternal God, the God of might. ‘“ Who art thou, O great 
mountain?” Challenge it at first, and thou shalt see 
that He who is able to help and deliver even to the 
uttermost shall give you strength for the difficulty that is 
before you. No doubt we count too little upon the power 
of faith to assist us in our times of trouble. God gave us 
grace, and the promises of his grace, that we might be 
made strong by them for our times of need. So let us 
reverently believe that whatever mountain we may be 
set face to face in the ordinary way of God’s providential 
dealing with us, he is able to lift us over it, or to cause it 
to disappear from our path. 

Another mountain which the Christian is called upon 
to challenge in this world of sorrows is the mountain of 
trial. Yet this may be challenged, though it be a great 
one, threatening to overwhelm you. “ Who art thou, O 
great mountain?” Though it cast a shadow over thy 
pathway,—a grief that is impending,—very near, it may 
be,—still with the living God thou mayst challenge the 
coming sorrow, that trial that is impending, and say 
“Who art thou? Before the face of one who trusts as did 
Zerubbabel thou too shalt become a plain.” In this 
world afflictions must come, and oftentimes they seem to 
the Christian to be so great that he must yield before 
them. But there are two things at least that may be said 
to any who are thus discouraged in the face of their 
griefs. In the first place, do not anticipate your trouble, 
“the mountain shall become a plain before Zerubbabel ;” 
or, as it read in the original, “to the face of Zerub- 
babel,”’ when he comes to face it, it shall bea plain. So, 
oftentimes, the trouble that seems far away is much 
greater than when you come face to face with it; and 
you may learn, therefore, the lesson to wait until the hour 
of trial is before you, and, however your heart may have 
been discouraged in the prospect of it, you shall find 
that He who has promised that “as thy days so shall thy 
strength be,”—will make it a plain before you. 

But there are troubles that have already come upon 
you. To such the word comes still as it did of old: 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain 
thee.” Though the burden be a mountain, though it be 
mountain piled on mountain till its top seems to pierce 
the heavens, yet cast thy burden upon the Lord, and the 
promise is that he will sustain you. You have seen boys 
in the early springtime playing with what is called the 
return ball,—a bit of painted wood attached to an elastic 
string, and the string twined around the finger as the 
ball is held in the hand. Thrown out, the ball flies into 
the air. You do not see the elastic string, but you see 
the ball come back every time to the outreached hand. 
I have thought that men grasp their troubles very often 
as the lads grasp their return balls; some invisible 
thread holds the trouble so to themselves that it comes 
ever back to burden and plague the heart from which it 
hath been cast but for a little while. The word reads, 
not “cast thy burden at the Lord,” but “ cast thy burden 
upon the Lord.” Sever the string; let the sorrow go; 








let the burden rest upon his shoulder who is able to carry 
it, who has carried all the woes and griefs of men, who 
can carry your burden, no matter how great it may be. 
Cast thy mountain burden upon the Lord, and be sure 
he will bear it. The mountain, challenged thus, shall 
surely become a plain. 

There is a mountain which all children of earth who 
would be delivered at least into a plain of glory and walk 
in the presence of God in peace, must challenge. You 
remember how Bunyan brings his Christian pilgrim under 
the mountain Sinai, terrible with the voice of thunder- 
ings, flashing with the lightning’s glimmer, with the 
clouds around its summit, and seeming to totter upon 
its base, threatening with death the poor trembling sinner 
at its foot. So under the wrath of God, the mountain of 
his wrath, because of our sins all who have been con- 
vinced of sin by the Holy Spirit are called in time to 
stand. But challenge the mountain; challenge it in the 
name of Him whois your blessed mediator. The mountain 
shall flow down before his presence; the mountain of 
your sins shall be carried into the depths of the sea, if 
you have but faith to embrace the living God. We are 
come not to Mount Sinai, but we are come to-day to 
Mount Zion, the general assembly, to the church of the 
living God; we are come to the New Jerusalem. You 
whose hearts are weary and oppressed with the burden of 
your sins may from this summit, this mountain top of 
Calvary,—see that other mountain,—the mountain of 
Sinai, flowing down before you. Itshall bea plain. The 
sinner shall walk over it as on a broad highway, escaping 
from the perils of his sin, and shall reach eternal life in 
Jesus Christ. Do not hesitate, however great your sins 
have been, to challenge the mountain,—the mountain of 
wrath,—and God will give you deliverance. 

Again, there is the mountain of death. Many Chris- 
tians in their outlook upon death have had sorrowing 
hearts, and “‘ How can I endure the day and hour?” has 
oftentimes been upon the lips of trembling saints of God. 
I recall one now who dreaded the dying hour, and who 
wondered whether faith would be given him to endure it. 
I had repeated to him again and again the old saying, 
“God gives dying grace only for the dying hour,” and 
yet there was doubt upon his heart. Now the mountain 
top seems very near, and the shadow is thrown almost at 
his footsteps, but he waits patiently; for he has heard 
upon the mountain the footsteps, of the coming bride- 
groom; he has heard beyond the mountain, out of the 
gates of the eternal city, the voice of the King who shall 
welcome him, and fearless, with full faith, he waits the 
dying hour. God has verified to him the promise; and 
that mountain that loomed before him with such terrible 
and portentous proportions, so dark that it cast a shadow 
upon his faith, has become a plain as he has come to 
face it. 

A chamois hunter of the Alps climbed one of the 
mountain sides in pursuit of his game; out of the vale 
of Chamouni up the Mer de Glace, up among the snows 
of the mountain beyond. Suddenly the snow gave way 
beneath him, and he fell down, down, several hundred 
feet. He was not harmed, but as he arose and looked 
up he saw that wall of ice reared on each side towards 
the sky, and the blue light of heaven alone looked down 
upon him. How hopeless! Better that he had died at 
once than in that tomb and in a slow death. But just at 
his footsteps,—ran on the thread of a stream. A thought 
struck his mind. Streams sometimes flow from out the 
glaciers of the Alps, bursting from their base into the 
valley beyond. He thought, “I will follow that little 
thread of clear snow-water;” and so while it broadened 
and deepened he followed on, climbing over the ice, 
until he at last came to the broadened pool into which 
the stream sank away. The water was dark, and swirled 
around and around, and sank in the center, and the wall 
on the other side reared itself before him, and all was 
lost. The thread of hope seemed extinguished in that 
dark pool. “But no,” he says, “there is one chance yet.” 
He kneeled upon the snow; he cast beside him all his 
trapments, and lifted his heart to the God of the eternal 
mountains. He plunged into the pool. There was a 
moment of darkness, unconsciousness, and then he was 
thrown upon the bosom of the stream, in the midst of 
the singing birds and the green hills and fields and 
blooming flowers of Chamouni. 

So shall it be with us when our footsteps trend upon 
the dark pool. It shall be but a moment’s plunge into 
the icy depth, a moment’s unconsciousness, it may be, 
and then into the vale whose flowers are more fragrant, 
whose fields are brighter than any Chamouni, amid the 
songs of the angels to the welcoming hands of God, our 
spirits shall joyfully go. Fear not the mountain. Chal- 
lenge it, ‘‘Who art thou, O great mountain? Before 
Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain.” 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR, 
(Second Quarter, 1879.] 


. June 1.—Prophecy against Tyre 

. June 8.—The Valley of Dry Bones 

. June 16.—The Need of God's Spirit 
June 22.—Consecration to God 
June 29.—Review 


Ezekiel 26: 7-14 
Ezekiel 37: 1-10 


LESSON 11, SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 1879. 
Title: THE NEED OF GOD'S SPIRIT. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Nor BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER, RUT BY MY 
SPIRIT, BAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS —Zech, 4: 6. 


Lesson Topic: Power for God’s Work, 


1. Jts Source, v. 6. 
2. Jts Means, v. 1-5, 11-14. 
8. Its Success, v. 7-10. 


HOME READINGS. 
Monday, June 9: Zech. 4: 1-14. Power for God’s work. 
Tuesday, June 10: John 3: 25-36. The Spirit in the Christ 
Wednesday, June 11: 1 Cor. 2: 1-16. The Spirit in the word. 
Thursday, June 12: Rev. 1:10-20. The Spirit in the churches. 
Friday, June 13: 1 Cor, 3: 5-19. The Spirit in the believer. 
Saturday, Jane 14: Isa. 40: 1-14. The Spirit overcoming 
obstacles. 
Sunday, June 15: Hag. 2: 1-9. 


Outline: 


The Spirit ensuring success. 
LESSON TEXT. 
{Zech, 4: 1-14.] 

1, And the angel that talked with me came again, and waked 
me, as a man that is wakened out of his sleep, 

2. And said unto me, What seest thou? And I said, I have 
looked, and behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon 
the top of it, and his seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to 
the seven lamps, which are upon the top thereof: 

3. And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the 
bowl, and the other upon the left side thereof. 

4. So I answered and spake to the angel that talked with me, 
ssying, What are these, my lord ? 

5. Then the angel that talked with me answered and said unto 
me, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, my lord. 

6. Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the 
word of the Lorp unto Zerabbabel, saying, Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lorp of hosts, 

7. Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou 
shalt become a plain: and he shall bring forth the headstone 
thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. 

8. Moreover the word of the LORD comes unto me, saying, 

9. The hands of Zerubbabel bave laid the foundation of this 
house ; his hands shall also finish it; and thou shalt know that 
the Lorp of hosts hath sent me unto you, 

10. For who hath despised the day of small things? for they 
shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubba- 
bel with those seven ; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run 
to and fro through the whole earth. 

11, Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two 
olive trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the 
left side thereof? 

12. And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these 
two olive branches, which through the two golden pipes empty 
the golden oi/ out of themselves ? 

13. And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what 
these be? And I said, No, my lord. 

14. Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand 
by the Lord of the whole earth. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Zech, 4: 1. Waked me. And as he lay and slept 
under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and 
said unto him, Arise and eat. 1 Kings 19: 5, Now as he 
was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward 
the ground: but he touched me, and set me upright. Dan. 
8: 18.——But Peter and they that were with him were heavy 
with sleep: and when they were awake, they saw his glory, 
and the two men that stood with him. Luke 9: 32. 

Vv. 2. A candlestick, And thou shalt make a candle- 
stick of pure gold: of beaten work shall the candlestick be 
made. Ex. 25:31.——And he made ten candlesticks of gold 
according to their form, and set them in the temple, five on the 
right hand, and five on the left. 2 Chron. 4: 7.——Neither do 
men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candle- 
stick ; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Matt. 
5: 15.——-And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks. 
Rev. 1: 12.——These things saith he . . . who walketh in the 
midst of the seven golden candlesticks. Rev. 2: 1. 

Vv. 3. Olive trees.——But the olive tree said unto them, 
Should I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God 
and man, and go to be promoted over the trees? Judg. 9: 9. 
——And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being 
a wild olive tree, wert graffcd in among them, and with them 
partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; boast not 
against the branches. Rom. 11: 17, 18.——These are the two 
olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God 
of the earth. Rey. 11: 4. 


¥.4. What are these ?——I came near unto one of them 





that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. Dan. 7: 16. 
——Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the 
house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto 
us the parable of the tares of the field. Matt. 13: 36. And 
one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes? and whence come they? 
Rev. 7: 13. 


V. 5. No, my lord. And Joseph answered Pharaoh, say- 
ing, Jt is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace. 
Gen. 41: 16.——Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is 
high, I cannot attain unto it. Psa. 136 : 6.——Daniel answered 
and said, Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for 
wisdom and might are his. Dan. 2: 30. Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things that are freely given us 
of God. 1 Cor. 2: 12. 


V.6. Not by might, etc. Let the Lord, the God of 
the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation. Num. 
27 : 16. And Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and said, 
Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or 
with them that have no power. 2 Chron, 14: 11.——And the 
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. Isa. 11: 2. Ye shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves, 
O my people, and brought you up out of your graves, and shall 
put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live. Ezek. 37: 13, 14.—— 
But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will save 
them by the Lord their God, and will not save them by bow, 
nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen. 
Hosea 1 : 7.——Be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the 
Lord, and work: for I am with you, saith the Lord of hosts. 
Hag. 2: 4.——And my speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power. 1 Cor. 2: 4.———Them that have preached 
the gospel unto you, with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. 1 Pet. 1: 12. 


Vv. 7 O great mountain.——The mountains skipped 
like rams, and the little hills like lambs. Psa. 114: 4.—— 
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low. Isa. 40: 4. Behold, I am against thee, 
O destroying mountain, saith the Lord. Jer. 51: 25. And 
the mountains shall be molten under him. Micah 1: 4.—— 
The mountains shall quake at him, and the hills melt. Nahum 
1: 5.——If ye have faith, and doubt not . . . if ye shall say to 
this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; 
it shall be done. Matt. 21: 21.——And every island fled away, 
and the mountains were not found. Rev. 16: 20. 


Headstone.——The stone which the builders refused is 
become the head stone of the corner. Psa, 118 : 22.——Behold, 
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious 
corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not 
make haste. Isa, 28 : 16.——This is the stone which was set at 
nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. 
Acts 4: 11.——And are built upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone. Eph. 2: 20——Unto them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head 
of the corner. 1 Pet. 2:7. 


Grace unto it.——The voice of joy and the voice of glad- 
ness . . . the voice of them that shall say, Praise the Lord of 
hosts: for the Lord is good. Jer. 833: 11.——And if by grace, 
then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. 
Rom, 11 : 6.——To the praise of the glory of his grace. Eph. 
1:6, 

Vv. 9. His hands shail also finish it. Behold the 
man whose name is The BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of 
his peace, and he shall build the temple of the Lord. Zech. 
6: 12. Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. Matt. 16: 18. Looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of owr faith. Heb. 12: 2. 

Vv. 10. Who hath despised, etc. But many... 
that had seen the first house, when the foundation of this house 
was laid before their eyes, wept with a loud voice. Ezra. 3: 12. 
——wWhat do these feeble Jews? will they fortify themselves? 
will they sacrifice? will they make an end in a day? will they 
revive the stones out of the heaps of rubbish which are burned? 
Neh, 4: 2.——Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter 
end should greatly increase. Job 8: 7. The path of the just 
is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day. Prov. 4: 18.——The kingdom of heaven is like 
to a grain of mustard seed . . . which indeed is the least of 
all seeds: but when it is grown, it is the greatest ameng herbs. 
Matt. 13: 31, 32. God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are mighty.——1 Cor. 1: 27. 

The eyes of the Lord. For the eyes of the Lord run 
to and fro throughout the whole earth. 2 Chron. 16 : 9.——The 
eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the 
good. Prov. 15: 3. And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of 
the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent forth into all the 
earth. Rev. 5: 6. 


Vv. 14. Anointed ones.——Then shalt thou take the 
anointing oil, and pour i upon his head, and anoint him. Ex. 
29: 7. And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron’s 
head, and anointed him, to sanctify him. Lev. 8: 12. And 
Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured i¢ upon his head, and 
kissed him. 1 Sam. 10: 1.——Yet have I set [anointed] my 
king upon my holy hill of Z.on. Psa. 2: 6. Now he which 
stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God. 





2 Cor. 1 : 21.——Therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. Heb. 1: 9. 

Stand by the Lord. The Lord separated the tribe of 
Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to stand 
before the Lord to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, 
unto this day. Deut. 10: 8. And Elijah the Tishbite... 
said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom 
I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but accord- 
ing tomy word. 1 Kings 17: 1.——Who is that shepherd that 
will stand before me? Jer. 49: 19. And the angel answer- 
ing said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of 
God. Luke 1: 19. 

Of the whole earth. The ark of the Lord, the Lord of 
all the earth. Josh. 3: 13.——The God of the whole earth shall 
he be called. Isa, 54: 5.—I will consecrate their gain unto 
the Lord, and their substance unto the Lord of the whole earth. 
Micah 4: 13. . 

LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 

Ezekiel’s prophecy, which constituted the last lesson, was 
spoken in the dark days of the Captivity. Its aim was to 
revive hope within the down-trodden captives. How far it 
was effectual in imparting cheer is not clearly disclosed, but 
God was true to his promises, and the captives were set free by 
proclamation of Cyrus, B. C. 536; he also making provision 
for the rebuilding of their temple (Ezra 1: 1-4), Under 
pressure of adversaries the work went on but slowly, and it 
finally ceased entirely about B. C. 520. 

In this juncture, while Darius was in the second year of his 
reign, Haggai and Zechariah arose and prophesied to the Jews 
in Judah and Jerusalem (Ezra 5:1). “Thenrose up Zerub- 
babel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son of Jozadak, 
and began to build the house of God which is at Jerusalem : 
and with them were the prophets of God helping them” (Ezra 
5:2). Their work was not free from difficulties, for the 
governors of other provinces made inquiry and complaint 
against them. Their letter of complaint, however, secured 
from Darius an investigation of the records of the kingdom, 
and a new decree ordering the completion of the work begun 
by Cyrus. Under this impulse the temple was finished, B. C. 
515. The prophecy which forms the lesson was uttered at 
the beginning of this new effort to rebuild, before Darius 
had investigated and given his favoring decision. That 
decision fulfilled the promise of the prophecy, but the gen- 
eral lessons of these words stand for all time, to cheer those 
who in weakness and fear undertake great things for God. 

Zechariah himself is introduced as the “son of Iddo” in 
Ezra 5: 1, and as “the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the 
prophet “in Z*chariah 1:1. Of this Iddo, Zechariah’s grand- 
father, it is simply known that he was one of those priests who 
returned from Babylon with Zerubbabel and Jeshua (Neh. 
12:4). He must not be confounded with several others 
bearing the same name. Of his son Berechiab, the prophet’s 
father, nothing more is known. Several others of this name 
appear in the Scripture record, however. Zerubbabel is 
represented (1.) as the son of Shealtiel (Ezra 3: 2,8; 5:2; 
etc.); and (2.) as a son of Pedaiab, Shealtiel’s brother 
(1 Chron. 3:19). The latter is probably correct in fact; 
but as no children are assigned to Shealtiel (same as 
Salathiel) Zerubbabel seems to have inherited his rank and 
become his representative. 

In addition to the Scripture history of Zerubbabel, the 
apocryphal books and Josephus dwell extensively upon his 
biography. In Ezra 1: 8, under the Chaldee name of 
Sheshbazzar, Zerubbabel appears as “the prince of Judah,” 
and as one in evident honor with Cyrus. The leadership in 
the return of the captives was at once accorded him, and he 
led back the first colony, and inaugurated the first move- 
ments of the restoration, as is described in Ezra, chapters 2, 3. 
Under the pressure of adverse influences, which are de- 
scribed by Ezra, Zerubbabel himself seems to have weak- 
ened, and for him as well as for the people Zechariah and 
Haggai spoke. To gather the full account of these stirring 
times the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, and Zechariah 
should be read with attention to their chronological parallels. 

The apocryphal history of Zerubbabel, and that of 
Josephus, add no items of value. Indeed, the accounts of 
both are inaccurate, and in many respects clearly false. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 
(1.) And the angel that talked with me returned, and 
waked me, as a man who is awakened out of his sleep, (2 ) and 


said tome, What seest thou? And I said, I see, and behold 
a candlestick all of gold, and its bowl upon its top, and its 
seven lamps upon it, and seven pipes to the seven lamps 
which are on its top; (3.) and two olive-trees by it, one on 
the right side of the bowl, and the other upon its left. (4.) 
And I answered and said to the angel that talked with me, 
saying, What are these, my lord? (5) And the angel that 
talked with me answered and said tome, Dost thou not know 
what these are? and I said, No, my lord. (6) And he an- 
swered and said to me, saying, This is the word of Jehovah 
to Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, and not by power, 
but by my Spirit, says Jehovah of hosts. (7.) Who art 
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thou, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain; and he shall bring forth the top-stone amid 
shouts of “ grace, grace to it!” 

(8.) And the word of Jehovah came to me, saying, (9.) 
The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this 
house, and his hands shall finish it; and thou shalt know 
that Jehovah of hosts has sent me to you. (10.) For who 
despises a day of small things ? when these seven, the eyes 
of Jehovah, which run to and fro in all the earth, have 
rejoiced to see the plummet in the hani1 of Zerubbabel. 

(11.) And I answered and said to him, What are these two 
olive-trees upon the right side of the candlestick and upon its 
left? (12.) And I answered again and said to him, What 
are the two branches of the olive-trees which through the 
two golden pipes empty out from themselves the golden oil ? 
(13.) And he said to me, saying, Dost thou not know what 
these are? And I said, No, my lord. (14.) And he said, 
These are the two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of 
all the earth. 

INTRODUCTORY. 


The occasion of Zechariah’s prophesying is recorded in 
Ezra 5:1. The foundation of the temple had been laid by 
those who had returned from the Captivity, under Zerub- 
babe], in accordance with Cyrus’s decree; but the work had 
been hindered, and had languished through the latter years 
of Cyrus and the whole reign of his son Cambyses. In the 
second year of Darius Hystaspes, B. C. 520, the people were 
first stirred to renew the work by the prophesying of Haggai, 
who began his preaching on the new moon of the sixth 
month (Hag. 1:1). His word came indeed, as it is said, to 
“ Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to 
Joshua the son of Josedech, the high-priest;” but at the 
time of the new moon the people were assembled for worship 
and sacrifice, and therefore doubtless heard the word for 
themselves, as well as by their civil and ecclesiastical rulers. 
By the twenty-fourth day of the same month (Hag. 1: 
14, 15), the people were well at work at the building; and in 
less than a month more Haggai again spoke in further 
encouragement, prophesying that Christ himself should come 
to glorify this second temple. 

In the eighth month, or at least two months after Haggai 
had begun to prophesy, Zechariah had his first (recorded) 
word from the Lord on the subject, Haggai’s prophecy being 
not yet finished (Zech. 1:1; Hag. 2: 10, 20); but the rest of 
Zechariah’s recorded visions and prophecy were later than 
all the recorded prophecy of Haggai. Thus, in the inspired 
record, Haggai appears as the first stirrer-up of the work ; 
and Zechariah as the encourager and promoter. The 
prophecy of Heggai culminates in his prediction of the 
coming of “ Desire of all nations” to give splendor to the 
latter house; but the prophecy of Zechariah takes a wider 
sweep, and tells us much more about the Christ, his work, 
and his kingdom. 

According to the statement of his own book, Zechariah 
was the son of Berechiah and grandson of Iddo. His being 
called “son of Iddo” (Ezra 5:1; 6: 14) is quite according 
to oriental usage; and implies that Iddo was prominent in 
the line of descent. It may be that he was a man of note, 
even the Iddo of Nehemiah 12: 4, who was one of thé priests 
who came up from Babylon with Zerubbabel ; and whose son 
Zechariah (Neh. 12 : 16) would then be our prophet, 
Indeed, this supposition has a very high degree of prob- 
ability. Zechariah is a common Old Testament name. He 
is probably not the same as “Zacharias son of Barachias”’ 
in Matthew 23 : 35, notwithstanding the coincidence of 
names; this Zacharias probably, being the “Zechariah the 
son of Jehoida” mentioned in 2 Chronicles 24: 20. The 
name Z-chariah means “ Jehovah remembers.” 

The earliest dated prophecy of Zechariah was uttered in 
the eighth month of the second year of Darius (chap. 1: 1) ; 
the latest, in the ninth month of the fourth year of Darius 
(chap. 7:1). The special prophecy relating to the work of 
Zerubbabel and Joshua seems to come to a close with the 
eighth chapter. The remaining chapters of the book show 
for themselves that they have a different scope; and their 
messianic splendor is much more striking. It is generally 
agreed that this latter portion of the book was of later 
utterance by a few years. There is, moreover, a certain 
correspondence to be traced between the first half and the 
last half of the book; and in both is the same declaration of 
the messianic times. 

Our lesson is the fifth of a series of eight visions, each of 
which is followed in the narrative by its general explana- 
tion. It is unnecessary to notice them here further than to 
mention that there is in them a general progression, showing 
the deliverance of Jerusalem and Judah from their enemies, 
and their restoration, as respects both material prosperity 
and righteousness ; and, of course, of the deliverance of the 
spiritual Jerusalem from all her enemies, and restoration to 
her king Messiah, in peace and holiness. 

NOTES. 

Verse 1.—The angel that talked (or, spoke) with me is the 
one already mentioned in the narration of each of the four 
visions (chap. 1: 9, 13, 14,19; 2:3). “The angel of the 
Lord” (chap, 1: 11, 12) is not the same. Talked with me is 





literally “talked in me,” and the Septuagint keeps that 
rendering; but the meaning is doubtless the one above 
given. Returned: or, came again. In connection with the 
next verb, the Hebrew idiom would permit the translation 
of the two as “again waked me;” but it seems as if the 
English idiom of the phrase gave the true meaning, that is, 
“came again and waked me.” The waking seems to be a 
waking up to that sense or attention in which the prophet 
could behold the vision; perhaps not out of an actual sleep; 
for it was as a man who is awakened out of his sleep. His 
sleep is his ordinary sleep; not a deep sleep like that into 
which Abram fell (Gen. 15: 12). 

Verse 2.—I see ; or, I haveseen. Behold is not “I behold,” 
but the interjection.— A candlestick all ef gold doubtless refers 
to the candlestick of the tabernacle and temple, described in 
Exodus 25: 31-37 as the original pattern, well known and 
not needing particular description by the prophet, though 
its variations from that pattern are described in this verse. 
“ The candlestick” would perhaps best represent what the 
prophet says; for though the word “the” is not in the 
Hebrew, it is implied by the expression “its seven lamps,” 
as referring to something well known to the prophet’s 
hearers. Some Hebrew texts read “a bowl” instead of “its 
bowl;” and so our English Bible has it. The tabernacle 
candlestick had no “bowl,” or oil-vessel, at the top; but its 
oil was supplied regularly by the temple ministrants. The 
candlestick, it need scarcely be said, was a lamp-stand, and 
not a candlestick in the modern sense.—Seven pipes to the 
seven lamps, in the Hebrew, is a difficult expression, and 
might mean seven pipes to each of the seven Jamps; but the 
common rendering seems best. To complete the picture we 
need to look down to verse 12, and observe that the oil- 
vessel is supplied by means of (literally, “by the hand of”) 
two golden channels. Into these the two olive-trees that 
stood one on the right and the other on the left side of the 
candlestick discharged oil from two branches (doubtless one 
on each tree), in some way not described, but apparently 
independent of the ordinary and natural means, or of human 
agency. 

Verses 5-7 contain the angel’s partial explanation of the 
vision.— Dost thou not know? ete.: Dost thou not understand 
this modification of the tabernacle candlestick? It seems to 
be assumed that the emblematic meaning of the tabernacle 
candlestick was well known, as the spiritual light given to 
the world through and by the people of God and the true 
worship. The temple itself was but a candlestick to uphold 
the light given through the medium of the Jewish nation. 
But the candlestick had to be supplied by the contributions 
of the congregation, and the oil fed by the consecrated 
attendants ; while for the candlestick of this vision (seen, by 
the way, in no temple made with hands), the supply is by 
God's power. The word of Jehovah to Zerubbabel explains 
how the candlestick is to be supplied.— Not by might: not by 
any governmental power, or power of numbers, or of wealth, 
or valor.— And not by power: as contrasted with “ might,” not 
by physical or bodily strength. It is as if it said, No Cyrus, 
and no Hercules, can accomplish it. The two expressions 
are here to be considered as used for the sake of amplifica- 
tion only, and not by way of contrast.—O great mountain 
is merely a figure for the greatness of the work and 
difficulties which lay before Zerubbabel—Thou shalt become 
a plain : literally, “ Before Zerubbabel—to (or, for) a plain ! ” 
The structure is elliptical, as of exclamation.— The top-stone 
is not the stone of the top, or the stone at the top; but the 
stone which is the top or head. The structure in the original 
language has that brevity which to an English reader seems 
elliptical, but which is not necessarily so. Literally, “ He 
shall bring forth the stone, the head—shoutings, ‘ grace, 
grace to it!’” As the last stoneof the temple went up to the 
top, the people would thus shout in loud acclamations. 

Verses 8-10 continue the explanation of the vision in its 
closer application to Zerubbabel’s special work.— Who despises 
a day of small things? More literal than the day of small 
things. The of small things was no more to be despised 
in Zerubbabel’s feeble endeavors than with the babe in the 
manger at Bethlehem. The next clause, difficult, and 
variously rendered, appears to give the reason why no one 
should despise such a day of small things. To translate the 
clause with bald literalness would make it unintelligible to 
the ordinary reader. Rejoice to see, is the English idiom for 
the literal “rejoice and see.” Our English Bible follows 
the Septuagint and Vulgate in considering the rejoicing and 
seeing as done by people in general, as if “there shall be 
(general) rejoicing at the sight of,” etc. According to that 
rendering, there shall be rejoicing at the sight of Zerubbabel 
holding the plummet under the eyes of God; and therefore 
who should despise? etc. But the better rendering is the 
one adopted above. How can one despise the day of small 
things, when the manifold eyes of God have been rejoiced to 
see Zerubbabel stretching the plummet line to the work? 
A late Jewish rendering, introduced here merely to show 
how widely translations vary, is the following: “ For who 
can lightly esteem the day of insignificant deeds, when they 
rejoice in Zerubbabel, when they see in Zerubbabel’s hand 
these seven eyes of the Eternal, which sweep through the 


whole earth?” It seems like forcing the interpretation to 
see in the seven lamps a symbol of the seven eyes of the 
Lord.—The plummet (in the original, “the stone the tin”) 
signifies the earnest, upright performance and direction of 
the solid work. 

Verses 11-13 contain the prophet’s questions and the angel’s 
explanation concerning the two olive-trees on either side of 
the candlestick. The two olive-trees are explained by the 
angel to mean the two anointed ones that stand by (i. e.) beside 
or before) the Lord of all the earth. The two anointed ones 
(literally, “sons of oil”) would naturally be understood by 
the prophet’s hearers to mean Zerubbabel and Joshua; or 
the civil and the priestly (or religious) representatives of 
God on earth; the state and the church. Such, indeed, has 
been the interpretation most frequently put upon them by 
commentators, and is doubtless correct as far as it goes, and 
that whether we look at the narrower meaning of the 
prophecy in its application to the temple building, or to its 
wider application in the messianic dispensation, under which 
the meaning of the whole vision is far brighter and clearer. 
Perhaps there isa further meaning to be sought in Paul’s 
figure in Romans 11: 17,24; and in the figure in Revelation 
11: 4, where the language is plainly borrowed from this 
vision in Zechariah. The two golden pipes which supply oil 
from the (fruitful) branches to the oil-vessel, are not to be 
confounded with the seven pipes which supply the several 
lamps from the oil-vessel. The Hebrew word, too, is different. 
The expression golden oil is simply gold in the original; but 
its meaning is not doubtful. 

While it is true that the occasion of this prophecy, and its 
immediate application, are plainly told in the Scriptures; 
and while the prophecy had a tangible and intelligible 
meaning to those to whom it was uttered, yet, with our 
present light, we see that its fuller meaning is quite indepen- 
dent of any particular state or age of the church, whether in 
its Jewish minority or in its Christian full age. Its minor 
lessons may be followed out by study better than by further 
treatment in this department of the lesson helps; but its 
major one of dependence upon and faith in God's Spirit as 
the source of all success, temporal or spiritual, whether in 
difficulties or not, is too plain to be ever lost sight of. It 
belongs to God’s people in all ages and in all circumstances, 
and is at once a sure guide, a brilliant light, and a strong 
encouragement. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H, CLAY TRUMBULL, 


The angel that talked with me came again and waked me, as a 
man that is waked out of his sleep (vy. 1). It is not always the 
preacher’s fault that his hearers go to sleep. Paul was more 
than an average sermonizer; but he couldn’t keep all his 
congregation awake until his service was through with. 
And here it seems that a prophet needed arousing, while an 
angel was preaching to him. It is the weakness of the flesh 
that leads to any such sleeping; but it is a weakness that is 
surer to show itself in religious exercises than anywhere 
else. Men who would keep awake in a theater to hear 
Pinafore from beginning to end, or who would never doze 
while there was a chance to make money in sharp compe- 
tition, have been known to snore or nod in sermon time. It 
seems that this angel was able to arouse his hearer. There 
he was superior to the ordinary preacher. 

And said, . . . What seest thou? (vy. 2.) There is nothing 
like a plain question to force attention on a half-asleep or a 
newly waked hearer. If you have anything to show to a 
sluggish scholar, don’t begin by telling him what it is; but 
ask him what he sees. This is the best way in the world to 
interest the youngest children in any picture you may show 
them. Ask them what they see there; or if they can point 
out in it a horse, or a dog, or a house, ora man. This gives 
them something to do, and sets all their faculties at work in 
its doing. And the same plan is the one for Bible study and 
teaching. Ask your scholars to look at the text, and say 
what they find in it. Don’t tell them anything until you 
find what they can tell you. They will learn most in this 
way ; and you may learn more than you think for. 

And I said, I have looked, and behold.— When you are asked 
to look by any one who is worth heeding, by all means look. 
You must not expect to see without looking. If you do 
look, you are quite likely to behold. Above all is this true 
if the things which God shows, The more you look into 
God’s word, the more you will see there. The trouble with 
those who see nothing wonderful in the Bible is that they 
hayen’t looked. The same is true of God’s providences. 
Those who look for mercies, for special leadings, for answers 
to prayer, behold them. It is those whosneer at such things, 
and refuse to look into them, who behold nothing of the 
sort—who, having eyes, see not. The looking is essential to 
the beholding. 

I answered, . . . What are these, my lord? (v. 4.) If we 
want te learn, we must ask questions as well as answer them. 
Whoever is willing to be a teacher is willing to be questioned. 
We need never fear giving offense by questioning in a 
proper spirit those who are teaching us. We can even ask 





questions of God, ask him what our duty is, ask him how to 
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do what we have to do, ask him to tell us whatever we need to 
know or to do in his service, and he will give us an answer. 
It is very certain that we can never gain the wisdom we 
ought to have without asking questions. It is a foolish 
pride or aculpable neglect which would keep us from this 
mode of acquirement. 

Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts (vy. 6). It is hard work for Christians to accept this as 
a practical truth in ordinary religious activities. They will 
think that a church is stronger for having wealthy members ; 
that fifty rich men and women—with the average spirituality 
of the rich—are worth more just there for the “support of 
the gospel,” and the extension of Christ’s kingdom, than one 
plain man or one poor woman full of the Holy Ghost, praying 
and working in that field. They cannot but feel that costly 
buildings, eloquent preaching, fine music, and a large con- 
gregation, have a good deal to do with church efficiency. 
Good rooms and improved machinery are supposed, by some 
excellent people, to be really essential to a first-class Sunday- 
school. And at all events the normal class, and the teachers’- 
meeting, and the best lesson helps, are counted no unimportant 
sources of power. But while the Holy Spirit can and does 
make good use of all such things in their place, they are in 
themselves of no might, of no power, for the Spirit’s work. 
Unless they are used by the Spirit, they amount to nothing, for 
Christ’s cause. No Bible study, no Sunday-school teaching, 
no preaching, or praying, or praising, or giving, are of any 
account except as they are made effective by the Holy Spirit. 
Do do you always realize that? 

O great mountain! before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a 
plain (v.7). It has been well said, that “it is a great deal 
better to have the faith that shall remove mountains, than to 
keep an expensive corps of engineers to tunnel them.” The 
Lord is ready to cast any mountain into the sea when it 
stands in the way of his children’s duty; if only he is con- 
fidently asked to doso. He is doing that very thing con- 
tinually. Whether it be a mountain of temptation, of 
opposition, of poverty, of ignorance, of sickness, of sorrow; 
whatever its nature may be, it shall become a plain to him 
who is a loving, trustful follower of Jesus, and who needs to 
pass that way. 

The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this 
house ; his hands shall also finish it (v. 9). God honors those 
who honor him. Although he never needs their help, he 
accepts their service, and approves the spirit which prompt 
them to offer it. If aman, from right motives, takes hold to 
start a Sunday-school, to build a church, or to found a college, 
God is quite likely to give him a success in it beyond all 
human probability. One thing is very certain, if a man 
never takes hold of a work, he will never be enabled to finish 
awork, The surest way of having God’s blessing in doing 
a good thing is by beginning to do a good thing, and sticking 
at it. 

These two olive branches, which through the two golden pipes 
empty the golden oil out of themselves (v.12). Pipes are of 
service only when they are in connection with a source of 
supply. The best plumbing in the world, with draw-pipes 
and faucets in every room in the house, wouldn’t enable you 
to secure a single glass of water for a thirsty child unless the 
connection was made with the street mains, which in their 
turn were connected with the reservoir. You who are in 
church or Sunday-school work, have this truth in mind! If 
you would be a means of spiritual supply to any, keep up 
your connection with the spiritual reservoir. And if you 
are to empty the golden oil of truth, of love, or of faith out of 
yourselves into needy and longing hearts, you must first have 
that golden oil in yourselves. You cannot give what you do 
not have. You cannot teach what you do not know. You 
cannot empty that which has nothing in it. What prospect 
is there of golden oil from your ministrations ? 





Norr.—An article on Zechariah’s Vision and its Teach- 
ings, by W. F. Paddock, D.D., of interest to students of this 
lesson, is printed on page 339 of the present issue, A care- 
ful review of an important new work on’ Zechariah and his 
Prophecies appears on page 347. A paper on Leveling 
Mountains, in illustration of the truth of the lesson, is given 
by the Rev. H. C. McCook on page 340. A copious extract 
from the Rev. Charles H. H. Wright’s new Bampton Lec- 
tures on Zechariah is printed on page 345.—THE Eprror. 

HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


We hear to-day the vision of another prophet named 
Zechariah. He lived in Jerusalem while the Jews were 
building the temple the second time. 

Recall from the class the return of the Jews from captivity, 
and how they worked with Zerubbabel and his brethren to 
rebuild the temple; how they gave money to masons and 
carpenters, and sent meat and drink and oil to the men of 
Tyre, to cut and send to them cedar-trees to make wood for 
the temple. Recall the scene of the laying of the foundation 
stone, the shouting and the weeping. Tell of the number of 
years after beginning, before it was finished. How many 
years was Solomon in building the first temple? Who 








destroyed it? It was twenty years after it was begun the 
second time before it was finished; the people had many 
trials in their work, and they were sad and discouraged. 
Does the watching Father in heaven know every care and 
worry, every hour of sadness, which his people feel? He 
knew the trials of those returned slaves in Jerusalem, and 
he showed this sight and sent this message by the prophet to 
tell Zerubbabel and the people that they might rejoice in 
the sure promise of God’s help and blessing. 

What was promised by the prophet Joel? Upon whom 
was it to be poured out? What strange sight was shown to 
Ezekiel, as we learned last week? That picture showed 
that the power of the Holy Spirit can breathe upon dead souls 
and make them live; and the picture to-day is to show that 
power from the Holy Spirit must be steadily given to keep 
alive in each heart the constant warm love to God and help 
to work for him. 

Zechariah was like a man wakened out of sleep when the 
angel came and talked with him, and showed him this sight. 
He saw a candlestick all of gold with seven branches, having 
one main stem upright in the center and three on each side 
of it, coming up in such a shape and way that there were 
seven lamps in a straight line ; on the top was a golden bowl 
to hold oil for the lamps. 

It will be easy to make a drawing of this on the black- 
board, or draw it at home on a large sheet of paper or bristol- 
board, the candlestick and an olive-tree on each side. You 
can find the picture of the candlestick in the Bible dictionary 
or a book on the tabernacle or temple, and even a very 
simple copy will give a more distinct idea than any words 
can do. 

What makes the light in a lamp go on burning brightly ? 
If there were no oil, would the lamp go out? In this candle- 
stick there were seven pipes to the seven lamps, which were 
on the top of it, and these pipes were to carry the oil from 
the golden bowl to each one of the seven lamps. Were they 
only to burn until the oil in the bowl had all been used? 
Something else the prophet saw to show him that the light 
was not to go out. On the right side of the candlestick 
stood an olive-tree, and another on the left side. Can you 
think what that meant? The olive-trees were planted, 
growing, and bearing the berries that yield the oil, and the 
oil kept flowing gently, quietly through the pipes to the 
lamps, feeding the flames, and thus showing that the light 
should not go out, but should burn always. 

There was just such a candlestick in the tabernacle and in the 
temple. God told Moses exactly how the candlestick should 
be made, and how to prepare the oil. It was lighted every 
evening and dressed every morning, so that the light never 
went out. When the angel showed Zechariah this picture, 
he asked him: “ What are these, my lord?” The angel 
asked if he did not know what he saw, and he answered: 
“No, my lord.” Then the angel told him it was the word of 
the Lord unto Zerubbabel, and said to him our golden text. 
God knew that the troubles of his people in building the 
temple seemed like a mountain of difficulty, but he said, 
“Who art thou, O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou 
shalt become a plain.” 

The temple was to be finished, and the top-stone laid on 
with shoutings, and rejoicings, and praise to God. He 
promised that, as the hand of Zerubbabel had laid the founda- 
tion, his hands also should finish it. He asks, “ Who hath 
despised the day of small things?” He meant that though 
the beginning seemed small and feeble, that it should have 
God’s blessing and succeded. 


Now what does this strange, hard lesson teach to little 
children? What made the light which burned in the golden 
candlestick? The oil is a picture of grace given by the 
Holy Spirit, which must flow into the heart day by day and 
hour by hour to make the life pure and bright. 

Do you remember that Jesus said to his disciples, “ Let 
your light shine”? What did he mean by that? Cana 
child set such an example as to show others the way to love 
and serve Jesus Christ ? 

Jesus called himself “the light of the world ;” every one 
who wants to serve him, and will ask for the help of the Holy 
Spirit, will so reflect the light of Christ as to show others the 
right way ; and the Holy Spirit will keep such a heart filled 
with grace, as the pure olive-oil flowed surely and steadily 
into the golden candlestick. 

What question about small things was asked the prophet ? 
Some of the greatest things on earth have come from small 
beginnings. Moses’ rod was a little thing, but when he lifted 
it up, as God directed him, miracles were performed. What 
little things were in David's sling when he went out against 
Goliath? The giant was slain, but it was not by might nor 
by power. It was only a little pot of oil, a poor widow once 
had in her house, when her two boys were to be sold as 
slaves, to pay adebt. But when the man of God told her 


what to do, and she obeyed, the little pot of oil was so multi- 
plied that all her debt was paid, her sons saved, and enough 
left to live upon and be secure. 

So with the Holy Spirit, which we need as the lamp needs 
oil; and that Spirit will be given as the golden candlestick 








days of the prophets, and he loves to pour out his Spirit on 
those who will receive. His Spirit will give life to the dead 
soul, sustain the living, teach and guide and help. 

God sent to Zechariah this picture of his own church. Of 
what was the candlestick made? Gold means purity. To 
make such a candlestick the metal was melted over and over 
to burn out every grain of dross, then it was beaten by skillful 
hands and formed into the right shape. God’s church must 
be pure ; when it is all gathered into the heavenly city not 
one can enter who loveth or maketh a lie, not one impure 
thing can be there. How many lamps were in the candle- 
stick? That means that his church must be perfect, nothing 
wanting, for seven means complete, perfect. 

How shall sinful hearts be made pure and ready to bea 
part in that everlasting church of Christ? Is it for any 
work they can do or any goodness in themselves? Because 
he is perfect, he will give his own righteousness to all who 
will accept him, and they shall be saved in him, “ not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


Prophesying as Zechariah did, in a period illustrious in 
the history of grace and in secular history alike, and upon 
which not only the old but the new lights give exceptionally 
full information, it is natural to expect that the prophet’s 
words would have many allusions, designed or otherwise, 
which could be much better understood, or perhaps only 
understood, by studying his times in records outside of the 
Bible. Where, for instance, in chapter 2: 2-6, Zechariah 
calls upon the people of Zion still remaining at Babylon to 
escape from the judgments impending over the nations which 
spoiled Judah, it is to be remembered that Zechariah utters 
this prophecy in the latter part of the second year of Darius. 
Now the inscriptions of Darius on the rock at Behistin, 
which by the best authorities are assigned to the fifth year of 
Darius, record two great rebellions in Babylonia, which 
required the whole force at Darius’s command to put them 
down. In one of them Darius recaptured the city of 
Babylon in person ; and in the other, by one of his generals. 
What the Jews in Babylon must have suffered during these 
rebellions, may be imagined. Babylon was then a conquered 
province ; and its ancient inhabitants were not monotheists 
like Cyrus ; and would probably not be favorable to a captive 
people who had enjoyed exceptional favor under the hated 
sovereigns. 

The first of these rebellions was stirred up by Nadinta- 
belus, or Nidintibel. He pretended to be “ Nebuchad- 
nezzar,” and raised a mighty army, but was utterly routed, 
and slain after the recapture of Babylon. The second 
rebellion was that of Aracus, who made himself king of 
Babylon for ashort time, in like manner, but he was defeated 
by Intaphernes and crucified (or impaled). The Behistan 
inscription is translated in “ Records of the Past,” volumes 
1 and 7; at the end of Rawlinson’s Herodotus ; and in several 
other works in English, French, and German. Herodotus 
also, in his third book, gives an account of a rebellion, which 
was probably the first of these two mentioned above. 

Thus this prophecy had a speedy, temporary fulfillment, 
which would be entirely overlooked without study, though 
its grander meaning is obvious to all the people of God. 

But these matters need study to bring them out: to follow 
them up here would be to treat them superficially, in a space 
by no means adequate. 

The candlestick in the vision described in our lesson 
probably needs very little particular description to most 
readers. It was a lamp-stand, patterned generally after that 
made by command of God for the tabernacle, except that it 
had an oil-vessel on the top, provided with two channels by 
which it was supplied with oil from the fruitful branches of 
two olive-trees, which stood one on either side of the lamp- 
stand; and this oil-vessel supplied the oil to the seven 
lamps by means of pipes; one pipe, or seven pipes, accord- 
ing as this or that rendering of the Hebrew is adopted, to 
each lamp. The general form of the tabernacle candle- 
stick, as commonly figured, is taken from the sculptured 
representation on the Arch of Titus at Rome; which repre- 
sentation must have some elements of authenticity in it. 
The form and manner of use of an ancient lamp has been so 
often described that there is no need of recurring to it now. 
If there is anything specially oriental in the picture, or, at 
most, oriental in contrast with things merely Jewish or 
merely antique, it is in the two olive-trees. An olive-tree 
is to the Orientals a second staff of life; and it would seem 
as if the very life of the nation, here represented in its two 
anointed heads, the governor and the priest, is poured out 
and expended in supporting the light of the world. How- 
ever, this is only a venture at reproducing a natural sugges- 
tion of an oriental mind. The main lesson is that the 
supply is by means of God’s Spirit, whatever, and however 
feeble, be the external means. 

The figure of the great mountain of difficulties becoming 
a plain, is a natural oriental metaphor; and its substance is 





was fed. The Spirit has been promised by Jesus since the 


used elsewhere in the Bible. The shoutings at the bringing 








May 31, 1879.] 


THE SUNDAY SOCHOOL TIMES. 


345 








forth of the “headstone” are natural enough in Occident 
or Orient; but records and pictures of the moving of great 
stones for buildings, as well as the modern cries of workmen 
and encouragers, show that the prophecy adapts the natural 
oriental way of thinking, acting, and speakivg, to the matter 
of his prophecy. The whole declaration in verses 6 and 7 
must have been very plain to the prophets’ hearers; and by 
no means so elliptical—and not in any way blind—as it seems 
to an English reader. “Not by might (that is, wealth, 
numbers, valor, etc.), and not by power (that is, physical 
strength), but by my Spirit,” is in substance profusely in the 
mouth of every Oriental as he works to-day. But it does 
not often mean anything to him. 

“ His hands also shall finish it,” in verse 9, is a promise 
which many a Turkish official would be glad to have given 
and guaranteed to him, when he undertakes any important 
public work, or work of reform. If success in such a work 
is one desired by the higher powers, “ his hands” may begin 
the work, but some one else, some favorite of the govern- 
ment, will be apt to get the glory of finishing. That, 
indeed, is the spirit of the world generally; but it appears 
stronger in the Orient than elsewhere—perhaps because 
more shamelessly exhibited there. But oftener a good work 
will be stopped because it diverts plunder from the higher 
powers. Itis not unlikely that some Turkish reformers would 
actually take it as a prophetic sign, if they were allowed to 
finish their good work. 

In verse 10, the translation in our English Bible of the 
so difficult passage, may have been caused by a supposed 
reference to the “seven eyes’ graven on the stone, in chapter 
3:9). In that case, the rejoicing would be made at Zerub- 
babel’s going on with the work with the plummet, from (and on) 
the foundation stone already laid, on which were carved the 
seven eyes of the Lord. But a better rendering is given in 
another department of the Lesson Helps. The symbolic 
number “seven” denotes abundant power, or perfection. A 
multitude of unprofitable Talmudic legends and explana- 
tions cluster about the stone of chapter 3: 9, and of verse 4 
in our lesson; and of course need not be considered here. 

In the latter part of the lesson are two orientalisms in the 
Hebrew which are noted in the margin of our Reference 
Bibles: “through” (v. 12), expressed in the original oriental 
phrase as, “by the hand of;” and “sons of oil” in the 
Hebrew for “anointed ones.” These ought to mislead no 
oriental student. 


TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. G, TYNG, 

Illustration, electricity. 

In last Sunday’s lesson, we were taught that we receive 
life through the Spirit; to-day we learn the Spirit gives 
power and strength. Jerusalem and the temple had been 
destroyed, and they were to be rebuilt; and the Jews, scat- 
tered, poor, and in captivity, were to be the Lord’s instru- 
ments in doing it. The difficulties before them were so great 
that they are called in our lesson a mountain. Zechariah 
saw in a vision the golden candlestick with its seven lamps 
furnished and full of oil. As this was part of the furniture 
of the temple, the vision is of the temple finished and the 
worship renewed. The two chosen leaders in this work, 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua, are compared to tw® olive-trees, the 
emblem of richness and fruitfulness for others. They were 
to begin and finish the work, not by their own might and 
power, but by the help of the Spirit. The Spirit not only 
moved the Jews to give freely and work faithfully, and 
caused the king to issue the necessary decrees; but we are 
told in Ezra, “Then rose up Zerubbabel and Jeshua and 
began to build the house of God, and with them were the 
prophets of God helping them;” and also the eye of their 
God was on all who opposed, “that they could not cause 
them to cease.” 

You may have rubbed the back of a cat in winter, and 
seen the sparks; or rubbed a piece of sealing-wax, and had it 
draw small pieces of paper. These sparks and power were 
electricity ; the same, as seen in the lightning. From the 
beginning of the world electricity was everywhere, though men 
were ignorant of it. Dr. Franklin, you remember, proved by 
a kite and a key that lightning and electricity were the 
same. Ever since wise men have said electricity was a great 
power, and they are trying to find new ways of using it. It 
now carries messages under the ocean, and lights the largest 
buildings. Doctors use it to restore health, and all think 
there is no limit to the use and power of electricity. 

If God gave to this earth and to all things in nature such 
a wonderful power, we should expect to find some great power 
for the soul, as it is so much more valuable. We could not 
discover it by experiments, as electricity ; so God tells us 
about it in his word, and says the greatest difficulties in the 
way of his work can be removed, “not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit.” Some years ago it was necessary 
to remove a very dangerous bed of rocks under the East 
River at New York. A long tunnel was dug under the 
rocks; gunpowder and other explosives were placed all 
through and connected by wires with an electrical machine. 
When the appointed time arrived, at the command of her 





father, the superintendent of the work, a little girl touched a 
brass knob in the machine, fired the mine, and the rocks were 
scattered and destroyed. She knew nothing of electricity, 
only with faith she obeyed her father, and the work was 
done. So every child can have the help and power of the 
Spirit for every difficulty and temptation, if with faith in 
their heavenly Father, and his promises, they ask and seek, 
for they shall receive and find. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE. 


Introductory.—W hat was the immediate mission of Zech- 
ariah’s prophecy? (Zech. 1:16; Ezra 6: 14, 15). Of what 
was this building a type? (Eph. 2: 20-22.) 

Verse 1.—Who were the ministers of God in the inter- 
pretation of truth during the Old Testament dispensation ? 
How has this ministry been superseded? (John 16: 13.) 

Verses 2-6.—By what vision of divine sufficiency was the 
completion of the building assured? If the seven candle- 
sticks of Rev. 1: 12, 20, represent seven local churches, what 
probably is represented by this one? Why was it “all 
gold”? How is the paramount importance of her receptive 
capacity indicated, in the vision? How the perfection of her 
illuminating power? How the necessary connection between 
these two? What one thing was still lacking? (Matt. 25: 3.) 
What is the mission of the church and of every Christian 
as here revealed? (Matt. 5: 14-16.) How is the exhaustless 
source of light symbolized in the vision? (v.3; John 1: 4.) 
In what parable is the same thought presented? (John 
15: 4,5.) Which two persons of the triune God are, in essence, 
the fountain of light ; in mission, the channels of communi- 
cation between God and his people? Which one stood on 
the left or weaker (Mosaic) side of the church, and which 
one stood on the right or stronger side? (John 5:1; Acts 
1:8; John 9:5; 16:7.) Has the Father ever given other 
manifestation of himself? (John 14: 8,9.) In what sense 
was it true that the material temple was built by spiritual 
rather than by physical (especially military) strength? How 
many heathen kings had their hearts brought under tribute 
to the work? How was the nature of Christ’s kingdom 
hereby typified ? (John 18: 36.) 

Verse 7—What power and victory was promised unto 
Israel in Zerubbabel? Does the “great mountain” repre- 
sent physical obstacles or sin? (Luke 3: 5; Matt. 17: 20.) 
When shall the copestone of the spiritual temple come 
forth ? (2 Thess. 1:10.) Who shall join in the praises? 

Verses 8, 9.—In what other respect did the work of Zerub- 
babel typify Christ’s? (Phil. 1: 6; Heb. 12: 2.) 

Verse 10.—By what figures does God declare that the 
inadequacy of means is unworthy consideration because the 
promised work is lined out in perfect knowledge? What is 
the first work of every wise builder? (Luke 14: 28-30.) 
How small and unpromising was the beginning of the Chris- 
tian church? (Matt. 2:1, 13.) How full is the evidence of 
its future completion? (Luke 24: 6; Acts 1:11; 1 Thess. 
4: 14-17.) 

Verses 11-14.—How was emphasis given to the importance 
of that part of the vision showing the unfailing source of 
light? What was signified by anointing? (Ex. 28: 41.) How 
is the term properly applied to the Son and Holy Ghost, and 
not tothe Father? Discriminate between their respective 
works. What is the meaning of Christ? What is the 
result of resisting this illuminating power on the soul? 
(John 3: 19-21.) 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





NOT BY MIGHT, NOR BY POWER, | 
BUT 
BY MY SPIRIT. | 


BY THE REY. J. B. ATCHINSON. 
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OF THE WHOLE EARTH. 
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ECLECTIC SIDE LIGHTS. 

ZECHARIAH’S FirrH VistON—THE GOLDEN CANDLESTICK. 
—The fifth of the remarkable visions which the prophet saw 
on the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, was that of 
the golden candlestick. The candlestick beheld by him in 
vision was the holy candlestick belonging to the tabernacle 
of M which was formed of pure gold. This is the most 
natural deduction from the use of the term “the candlestick 





with its seven lamps” as the pronoun seems to refer to 
something well known. 

The seyen-branched candléstick of the Mosaic tabernacle 
was — the basis of that seen in the vision, though the 
candlestick described by Zechariah had certain features over 
and above those which distinguished the candlestick of the 
sanctuary. These peculiar features are set forth in the 
vision related in the fourth chapter. The features common 
to both are for the most part passed over in the description, 
as such were well known to the persons for whom the vision 
was primarily designed. Hence no mention is made of the 
seven arms upon the top of which the seven lamps of the 
Mosaic candlestick used to be placed, though these arms 
must not be supposed as wanting in the vision. For there 
is no necessity to suppose (with Kohler) that the pipes which 
supplied the oil, and which led from a reservoir above the 
lamps, took the place of those branches or arms. Still less 
= we suppose that the vision represented a hanging chan- 

elier. 

The place of the seven-branched candlestick of the Mosaic 
tabernacle was supplied in the temple of Solomon by ten 
candlesticks similar in form. It has Sous suggested that the 
ten made by Solomon may have been additional to that one 
originally made by Bezaleel and Aholiab for the use of the 
Mosaic tabernacle. Some, if not all, of these candlesticks 
were carried away to Babylon (Jer. 52:19). No mention of 
them is made among the holy vessels stated to have been 
brought back. Inthe second temple there seems to have 
been only one such (1 Macc. 1: 21; 4: 49,50; Jos. Antiq. 
14: 4, 2 4), which, though similar in its general form and 
outlines to the candlestick of the Mosaic tabernacle, was 
not (if the sculpture on the Arch of Titus can be relied on), 
by any means identical with it, nor with those made under 
Solomon’s directions. For the griffins which are represented 
on the base of that pictured on the Arch of Titus, are 
plainly suggestive of a foreign origin. 

If the holy candlestick did not form the basis of the vision 
of Zechariah, it would be impossible to form any idea as to the 
main features of the appearance exhibited, to the prophet’s 
view. Assuming as a fact that, on the whole, the main 
features of both candlesticks were alike (and this is the most 
natural way to explain the expression referred to), the new 
features peculiar to that seen in the vision require special 
notice. 

The reservoir belonging to the candlestick in Zechariah’s 
vision was not, as in that of the tabernacle, entirely distinct 
from the candlestick, but was united with it so as to form a 
part of the candlestick itself. This reservoir was above, not 
below, the lamps, and from it pipes were conveyed to the 
several lamps. The number of these pipes is a matter con- 
cerning which there is considerable difference of opinion 
owing to an ambiguity in the original. Our Authorized 
Version makes the total number only seven, in which 
case each lamp would have had only a single pipe. The 
LXX. and Vulgate give some support to this idea, though 
they translate the word by pitchers instead of pipes. The 
translation of our A. V., “and seven pipes to the seven 
lamps,” agrees with the emended text as proposed by 
Hitzig and Ewald. The Hebrew, as it stands, cannot 
be so translated. Our marginal rendering is more cor- 
rect, that is, “seven several pipes to the lamps.” The 
text has also been rendered by eminent scholars, “seven 
and seven pipes for the lamps upon the top of it,” in 
which case each lamp had two pipes attached to it. In either 
case the number of the pipes simply indicates the large 
supply of oil afforded. 

Whatever the numbers of pipes may have been, they con- 
nected the reservoir of oil with the lamps, which were 
attached to the upper portion of the seven branches, so that 
the reservoir or bow], the lamps, the pipes, and the branches 
or arms, all formed essential parts of the golden candlestick. 

The reservoir, or bowl above the candlestick, was supplied 
with oil without any need of the ministration of the priests. 
In the Mosaic tabernacle the priests had daily to trim the 
lamps and to supply them with oil. They had also to take 
care that the oil was duly provided for by the offerings of 
the congregation. But on the right and left of the golden 
candlestick in Zechariah’s vision stood two wonderful olive- 
trees on which were two fruit-bearing branches, from the 
ends of which the olives discharged their oil into two 
channels (so we provisionally render the word), whose form 
and appearance cannot be ascertained, but from which the 
golden oil was conveyed to the bowl or reservoir, and thence 
passed through the pipes to the several lamps. 

Such is the description of the candlestick presented in the 
vision. It is obvious that there is a close connection between 
this vision and the work of the rebuilding of the temple 
spoken of in this chapter. For the vision speaks of the 
ultimate accomplishment of that work, “ not by might nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” It 
does not, however, necessarily follow that the rebuilding of 
the temple was all that was prefigured thereby, though its 
restoration was essential for the due observance of the com- 
mandments of the Mosaiclaw. For the temple itself was in 
some respects a candlestick on which the lamp of the Jewish 
Church was lifted up to give light unto the world. 

The candlestick in the tabernacle, with its lamps lighted 
every evening, and kept burning all night through in the 
sanctuary, represented the spiritual light exhibited by the 
congregation or people of the Lord. The people of God in 
the old dispensation, as well as under the new, were the light 
of tthe world (Matt. v. 14), and were bound to let their light 
shine before men (Matt. 5: 16; comp. Mark 4: 21, 22). The 
lamps of the people of God should have been ever kept 
trimmed and burning (Luke 12: 35), inasmuch as they were 
indeed to shine as lights in the world (Phil. 2:15). In the 
book of the Revelation the seven golden candlesticks thus 
represented the seven churches (Rev. 1: 20), and an unfaith- 
ful church is warned that its candlestick might be removed 
out of its place (Rev. 2: 5). 

The candlestick in the tabernacle of Moses and those used 
in the temple of Solomon represented the light of divine 
truth as shed abroad by the congregation of the Lord’s 
people. The church, purified by divine grace by means of 
the sacrifices which were offered up on the brazen altar, 
symbolically rendered unto God in the sanctuary, as a thank- 
offering to the Giver of all, the sacrifice of good works, by 
which alone his glory could be spread abroad by his people 
through the world.—Charles H. H. Wright, B.D., in his 
Bampton Lectures on Zechariah and his Prophecies, 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_ 
CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 

New York, state, at Kingston................-..-.-- June 3-5 
a June 3-5 
Pennsylvania, state, at Altoona............-..---.--- June 3-5 
Alabama, state, at Montgomery ---. _-_- ...-.June 19-21 
California. state es, pC June 7-15 

: i)  . ——— a June 27-July 4 
Iowa, state, at Mason City -..--.--------.-----.--- June 10-12 
Michigan, state, at Detroit .....--.-.---------.---- June 17-19 
Indiana, state, at Richmond-.-.........-.---------- June 25-27 


Oregon, state, at Salem......-.-.............---..--- July 1-4 





Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’................--... July 8-10 
Central Tennessee, at Columbia,...........--..--- July 25, 26 
Vermont, state, at Burlington........................ Oct, 7-9 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence, .................... Oct. 15 
Kanens, tate, 0b BalinG.cccccsnccsccecces ccecescces Oct. 21-23 
New Hampshire, state, at Haverhill_.........-..._--- Nov. 4-6 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth.................... Nov. 18-20 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES. 


pA en ae June 7-15 
rn June 27-July 4 
GEMSTNEE, VOUSY, POs, .nccnncccasecnnnssseu June 30-July 4 


Round Lake, N. Y 
Ocean Grove, N. J 


GE PE SOR atinncuaksduttingnqnuanetionsanenal July 15-28 
EE Sgt neneaiennddcnecsacdapmicmminnsnnant July 22-31 
SEs 00st oon ctsuencenenawesewneeteose canis Aug. 2-23 
ED RUD, SEs nadanducctswcecttnsowucwen Aug. 6-20 


Thousand Island Park, N. Y.,---.-.-- peied sued ammo Aug. 17-25 


MORAVIAN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS IN THE 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


BY THE REV. J, MAX HARK, 


One of the leading characteristics of the Unitas Fra- 
trum, or, as it is commonly called, The Moravian Church, 
has always been its tender, scrupulous care of the young. 
The feeding of the lambs of the flock was never left to 
fortuitous circumstances, the good-will of pastors, or con- 
scientiousness of parents. Their training was always an 
important part of the work of the church as such. 
Especially since the renewal of the same, in 1727, was 
the bringing up of the children in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord insisted on as a special department of 
church work, second in importance to none. Sunday- 
schools in their present form were, of course, not yet known; 
still, nearly all that is now done by them was then accom- 
plished by other means, Every congregation was divided 
into organized ‘‘choirs,” or classes, among which were 
the youth’s, the maiden’s, and the children’s classes, each 
having its own superintendent, and its own special relig- 
ious services and instruction, arranged in such a manner 
that, besides the collective class instruction, each indi- 
vidual maiden, youth, and child was brought into personal, 
private contact with the superintendent and pastor several 
times a year, for the express purpose of examination in 
spiritual matters, and affectionate, earnest conversation 
about his and her soul’s experience and condition. More- 
over, a “children’s hour,” or special devotional meeting 
for the children, was invariably held every Sunday morn- 
iog before the regular litany and preaching service. 
Besides these means, every congregation had its parochial 
school, in which fully as much attention was paid to the 
religiors education and training of the scholars as to 
their advancement in secular knowledge. Nor could any 
of these means be neglected by parents or children. 
Attendance upon them was made a solemn duty, and will- 
ful neglect visited with strictest discipline. 

Thi; thorough system of child-culture was by no means 
confined to home congregations. When, numbering but 
six hundred souls, the church inaugurated the great work 
of Christian mi:sions, by sending two brethren, without 
scrip or purse, to the slaves on St. Thomas, in 1732, others 
to Greenland in 1733, to Lapland in 1734, to South 
America in 1735, to South Africa in 1736, and so on to 
every zone and clime of the earth, they everywhere pur- 
sued precisely the same methods; and indeed, to a great 

extent, they still obtain, though somewhat modified in 
most of the mission provinces by the introduction of the 
modern Sunday-school idea. The zeal for the young is 
unchanged, however, as is made evident by the fact that 
at present the church maintains in its foreign mission 
field, besides our Theological Seminary in Jamaica, seven 
normal schools, and 215 parochial schools, employing 
nearly 300 teachers, and having more than 15,000 scholars, 
while the Sunday-school scholars number over 12,000, 
with more than 700 teachers; and this while the total 
communicant membership of the church at home, in 
Europe and America, is less than 19,000 souls. 


Mission Sunday-schools are conducted will show that, if 
anything, they excel in thoroughness, as in live interest 
and activity, the schools of the home provinces. 

It will readily be seen how the parochial schools, main- 
tained at every mission station, furnish invaluable 
assistance to the work of the Sunday-schools, They 
teach the scholars how to study in general, and do much 
toward inculcating studious habits. They train them to 
keep order and be obedient. While their specific relig- 
ious instruction, to which at least two hours are devoted 
every week, both lay a good foundation for, and properly 
supplement, the teaching of Sunday. The teachers of 
the day schools, moreover, being invariably employed 
also as teachers in the Sunday-schools, are necessarily 
most intimately acquainted with the habits, peculiarities, 
and general disposition and circumstances, of most of the 
children,—a most indispensable aid to him who would 
mold the heart and character. As, however, there are not 
nearly enough of these specially competent teachers to 
supply all the Sunday-school classes, they are very wisely 
assigned to the infant or primary departments, it being 
fully understood in the mission field, what, alas! is but 
too often ignored with us, that the young:st scholars 
require the best and most experienced teachers. 
Necessarily, all the teachers, with but very few excep- 
tions, are natives, and very often such as need thorough 
special instruction themselves before they can teach 
others. Hence the weekly teachers’ study meetings are 
an essential thing, and are more universally regarded as 
such and appreciated than in some other parts of the 
world. They are well attended everywhere, though often 
the teachers have to come for miles from the country. 
The missionary has charge of them, and carefully goes 
over the lesson for the following Sunday in every detail, 
not only teaching it to those under him, but teaching 
them how to teach it, how to impart and apply it to the 
scholars. 


The average attendance, in proportion to the number 
on the rolls, is very much greater than in any home 
schools of which I have yet heard, and this despite the 
fact that nearly every scholar is also a regular attendant 
at the preaching and other church services. It must be 
a gladdening sight to see, in the West Indian Province, 
for example, the thousands of dusky pilgrims, on a peace- 
ful Sunday morning, coming from every direction, over 
hill and dale and along the hot and dusty roads, nearly 
all clad in spotless white, and carrying Bible and hymn- 
book on their heads, to attend the morning Sunday- 
school. And what makes it more gladsome still is the 
fact, among us too seldom seen, that the children nearly 
all come led by their parents’ hands, that the adult 
attendance at Sunday-school is equal to that of the chil- 
dren. And not only as visitors do the parents and grand- 
parents attend. They all are regular members of their 
respective classes. This universality and regularity of 
attendance is, no doubt, owing, in great part, to the system 
of diligent visitation that obtains. Not only does the 
missionary visit constantly, but he has a number of native 
“helpers,” or assistants, each of whom has a certain dis- 
trict under him, every inhabitant of which he has to visit 
a certain number of times every year. Be-ides which 
each teacher again specially visits his and her scholars. 
So thorough is the canvass thus made, that a missionary 
lately returned from St. Johns, W. 1., told me that there 
were but two children on the whole island who were not 
members of Sunday-school! 

The same brother also described a very effective means 
of obtaining punctuality in the attendance of scholars and 
teachers, which is generally employed in the West Indian 
schools. A few minutes before the time for opening, the 
bell is tapped, and one verse of ahymnissung. Precisely 
at the opening hour another hymn is announced. Then 
the doors are locked; and while the school sings, the 
attendance of every scholar and teacher present is marked 
on the roll-book, and each one receives an “attendance 
ticket,” his certificate of punctuality, as it were. After 
all this is done, the doors are again opened, and the tardy 
ones, if any, admitted. They, however, receive no ticket, 
and are marked on the roll as “‘absent.’”? Then the regu- 
lar exercises of the school commence. He says they are 
not troubled much with teachers or scholars coming late. 

In general, the discipline in the mission schools is much 
more strict than we are accustomed to. The most 
implicit and prompt obedience to every sign or tap of the 
bell of the superintendent is insisted upon, and quite 
naturally given. At the same time the division into 
classes is such as to make the maintenance of order com- 
paratively easy, while it insures greater thoroughness in 
teaching. With the exception of the infant department, 
none of the classes are allowed to have more than ten 





A brief account of the manner in which the Foreign 





scholars at the highest. These are graded strictly accord- 





out regard to their behavior also. In order not to have 
adults, and often gray-haired old men and women, in the 
infant department, a special class called the “A BC 
class” is formed, consisting of adults who are unable to 
read. They are taught the lesson in a simple manner, 
and made to memorize the golden texts and other pas- 
sages of Scripture, besides verses and hymns expressing 
the leading doctrines of the Christian faith. It would 
seem almost incredible what a vast store of scriptural 
knowledge is thus gathered, and accounts for the fact that 
even the most illiterate of the native converts are so sur- 
prisingly well versed in Bible facts and doctrines. The 
same method is also pursued, though to a less extent, in 
the rest of the school. Besides the regular lesson,—the 
International series being used wherever possible,—one 
or more verses out of the church hymn-book have to be 
committed to memory every Sunday by the entire school ; 
so likewise one or more articles of the Catechism, such 
being selected, each Sunday, as embody the doctrine of the 
lesson forthat day. In this manner, not only is the whole 
Catechism learned by heart in a short time, but also more 
or less directly explained and illustrated in the explana- 
tion of the lessons. Particular attention is paid to train- 
ing the scholars in Bible references; they are either 
obliged to find all those indicated in the margin of the 
Bible, or, as the poorest of them possess reference Bibles, 
they are constantly urged and incited to draw on their 
memory for similar and parallel passages. Or the 
superintendent says, for example: “In such and such a 
book of the Old Testament there is a passage which 
refers to this fact before you, only in different words, 
please find it by next Sunday;” or “Find by whom and 
where in the New Testament this or that verse of the 
lesson is quoted or referred to.” O/ten, too, the superin- 
tendent, at the close of the lesson, will ask questions like 
this, after reading a few verses: “Out of what part of 
the Bible does it sound as if these verses were taken, the 
Old Testament or New Testament, the historical part or 
the prophetical, the Psalms, Gospels, or Epistles? Like 
what prophet does it sound? Like What writer of the 
New Testament, John, Paul, Peter, or James?” ete. It 
is truly wonderful with what readiness and intelligence 
such questions are usually answered, and how popular 
this exercise is with the natives. Every Sunday, more- 
over, certain general questions are given to the school to 
be answered on the following Sunday, which arouse a 
degree of emulation and eager excitement in the search 
of the Scriptures, that cannot but be fruiiful of much 


After the close of every lesson, at least ten minutes are 
always devoted to the general review of the same by the 
superintendent, closing with a few questions and remarks 
intended to create an appetite for and introduce next 
week’s studies and lesson. A favorite variation in the 
manner of this review, especially with the scholars, is to 
call forward one of the brightest of their number, and 
allow the rest of them to question him on the lesson. If 
he answers incorrectly, the one who corrects him, or, if 
he fails to ansWer a question, the one who asked it, takes 
his place. It is an exercise that was suggested by the 
same practice that prevails in the parochial schools, 
where several hours every week are devoted t> it. They 
call it ‘ responding,” and as the position of “‘ responder” 
is considered a great honor, it arouses the most intenss 
interest, keeping the whole school on the qui vive to detect 
and correct a mistake, or propound a question that will 
reduce the responder to the ranks, and elevate another to 
his place. It has been found a most healthy stimulant 
to close attention, quickness of thought, correctness of 
expression, and, of course, also to private study and 
preparation. 

Yet a word about the Sunday-school collections in the 
foreign missions, and I have done. They are devoted, 
not selfishly to the school’s uses, but go to the general 
mission fund of the Unitas. There is no appeal ever 
made to any of the motives so often enlisted in many of 
the home schools we know of; but it can be safely said 
that perhaps more than any other class of Christians 
our mission converts give solely and purely for Christ’s 
sake. They are all poor, both old and young, and yet 
not one would ever think of coming to Sunday-school 
without a contribution of some kind, however small. 
The consequence is that the revenue for the support of 
our mission work that comes from the missions them- 
selves is so large as to put to shame some of the wealthy 
home provinces of the church. The means to which 
some of the natives resort in order to procure their mites 
is often touching, and withal very suggestive and instruc- 
tive. One little girl begs a hen to keep as her own; this 
she calls her “missionary hen,” and tends with religious 
care. Every Saturday she takes the eggs the hen has 





ing to the attainments of the members, though not with- 
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which on Sunday then is regularly dropped into the Sun- 
day-school collection. Another owns a little pig; it is 
her “ missionary pig!” At the end of the year it is sold, 
and the proceeds conscientiously devoted to the Sunday- 
school collection. Another one has a “ missionary tree,” 
a row of “missionary sugar-cane,” a “ missionary cow,” 
or a patch of “missionary ground,” all of which, con- 
verted into money, heip to swell the Sanday-school con- 
tributions ; all of which help more eloquently than aught 
else could to impress on their souls that freely they 
receive and freely they must give. 

It will, of course, be understood that the foregoing is 
not an account of the precise manner in which the Sun- 
day-school work is carried on in all of our foreign mis- 
sions. Details must vary; methods must be adapted to 
suit diff-rent races, varying climates, degrees ot civiliza- 
tion, and other circumstances. But it is the same spirit 
that worketh in all, and the same principle upon which 
the work everywhere proceeds. And the account given 
depicts as accurately as may be the manner of the work 
throughout at least one, and that the largest by far, of 
the mission provinces of the Unitas Fratrum. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
—The Alabama State Sunday-school Convention will 
meet at Montgomery, Jane 19-21. 


—Tne Round Lake (N. Y.) Sunday-school Assembly 
will this year meet from July 8 to July 18, and will be 
conducted by the Rev. J. S. Ostrander. Particulars and 
programmes will be sent by Mr. J. D. Rodgers, Round 
Lake, N. Y. 

—The Adams County (Iowa) Sunday-school Con- 
vention for 1879 is appointed for June 17 and 18, at 
Corning. Captain John F. Merry wiil lead the service of 
song; Mr. F. M. Byrkit will give ‘‘Crayon sermons to 
young and old;” and Caaplain McCabe is to lecture on 
Monday evening, June 16, and assist at the conven- 
tion on Tuesday. 


—The fifteenth annual convention of the Indiana 
Sunday-school Union will be held in the First Presby- 
terian Caurch, Richmond, June 25-27. It will be a 
mass convention. Persons desiring entertainment should 
address Mr. Timothy Nicholson, of Richmond, chair- 
man of the local committee. Programmes and informa- 
tion concerning railroad fares will be furnished by 
Mr. Charles H. Conner, state secretary, New Albany. 


—The twentieth annual convention of the Ohio 
Sunday-school Union will be held in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in Akron, commencing Tuesday 
evening, June 3, continuing through Wednesday and 
Thursday, and closing with “ everybody’s meeting” on 
Thursday evening, June 5. Tae usual reduction of fares 
will be made on leadiog railroads. Programmes and 
information may be obtained of Mr. F. R. Loomis, 
Medina, Ohio. : 

—Every county in the Sixth District of the Ilinois 
Sunday-school Association held a convention last year, 
and will do so this year. The convention dates are as 
follows: Pulaski, at Villa Ridge, June 10, 11; Union, at 
Anna, June 12, 13; Massac, at Metropolis, June 21, 22; 
Johnson, at New Burnside, July 7,8; Williamson, at 
Marion, July 11, 12; Franklin, at Ewing, July 15, 16; 
Washington, at Nasiville, July 22, 23; Jefferson, at 
Pleasant Grove, August 1, 2; Perry, at Tamaroa, August 
5, 6; Randolph, at Sparta, August 8, 9; Monroe, at 
Columbia, August 11, 12; Bond, at Greeneville, August 
19, 20; Clinton, at Carlyle, August 22, 23; St. Clair, at 
Lebaron, Aug. 26, 27; Madison, at Edwardsville, August 
28, 29; Jackson, at Carbondale, Sept. 3, 4; Alexander, 
at Cairo, Oct. 4, 5. 

—A Sunday-school assembly will be held at Chester 
Heights, about thirty miles south of Philadelphia, during 
the coming summer, beginning July 7 and closing 
July 14. This assemb!y originated at a Sunday-school 
congress held in the Arch Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church last winter, and is to be held in the general 
interest of Bible study and Sunday-school teaching. 
There will be lectures by prominent persous on general 
literary and scientific themes, and helps will be given in 
the studies of the Caautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circle. Mr. A. O. Van Lennep will be present with bis 
oriental museum and curiosities; also the Rev. Dr. W. 
W. Wythe, of New York, with his model of Jerasalem, 
upoa which he will deliver daily lectures; Mrs. 8. W. 
Clark, of Newark, N. J., who will give instruction and 
illustration in primary class teaching; Mr. J. Howard 
Seal, of Puiladelphia; Mr. John R. Whitey, of Bryn 
Mawr; the Rev. Dr. H. W. Warren, S. D. Risley, M.D, 
the Rev. Dr. Caldwell, of Wilmington, Del., and others. 
While this assembly is inaugurated under Methodist 





auspices, it is yet to be essentially undenominational in 
its character. It is intended that this assembly shall 
afford an opportunity for Sunday-school workers in and 
near Philadelphia to get some of the benefits of the 
assembly idea which has been so extensively developed 
elsewhere. Information concerning it will be furnished 
by the Rev. B. T. Vincent, 1929 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


THE GREATEST OF THE MINOR PROPHETS.* 


The Book of Zechariah has always been of peculiar interest 
to devout and intelligent readers of the Old Testament. And 
this, not only because it is the largest and most characteristic 
development of the spirit of prophecy after the return from 
exile, but also because it renews in a striking form the line 
of messianic prediction found in the earlier prophets. So 
marked is this latter feature that Zechariah has almost as 
much claim as Isaiah to be called “ the evangelical prophet.” 
Nor has he escaped the hands of what boasts itself as the 
higher criticism,—a mode of dealing with the sacred volume 
which coolly ignores all external and traditionary evidence, 
and proceeds entirely upon subjective grounds to determine 
the age and authorship and credibility of any portion of the 
Hebrew or Greek Scriptures. Thus the last six chapters of 
this book have been violently sundered from what precedes, 
and ascribed to one, two, or three writers who lived before 
the Captivity ; and so skillfully has the work been conducted, 
and with such a cunning array of minute points in a given 
direction, that even dispassionate scholars, such as Dean 
Perowne, have been staggered, and for the time, at least, made 
to feel as if the decision were doubtful; and such writers as 
Dean Stanley in his Lectures on the Jewish Church (II. 405, 
492) quote from the book as if the innovating theory had 
been established. 

And yet we are persuaded that this is far from being the 
case, nor should it be assumed so long as such eminent schol- 
ars as DeWette (in the latest edition of his Einleitung), Von 
Hofmann, Delitzsch, Pusey, and Reinke, uphold the tradi- 
tionary view. But the question is not to be settled by mere 
names ; much less by “calling names,” as if all the scholar- 
ship was on one side or the other. They who maintain the 
unity of the book start with a violent presumption in their 
favor, owing to the uninterrupted tradition of twenty cen- 
turies, in the course of which there was more than one period 
of a critical, sifting character ; and this presumption is for- 
tified by a series of evidences drawn from a careful study of 
Zechariah’s language and thought in both parts of his book, 
and a diligent comparison of these with each other and with 
the rest of the prophetical writings. This has been very well 
done by the author of the volume before us, in the latter part 
of his introduction, although we think it would have been 
better if, instead of referring for the detail, as at times he does, 
to the subsequent commentary, he had stated fully the points 
he makes and their reasons, so that the reader could have the 
whole before him at once. Indeed, this criticism reaches 
farther, and touches the general arrangement of the volume. 
We have in one portion the new translation, in another the 
exposition, and then in a third the critical and grammatical 
commentary ; so that in order to get the whole view of the 
author upon any one passage, the book has to be opened in 
three different places, which is very inconvenient. Yet the 
volume is a substantial addition to the literature of the 
prophet. The author is evidently a thorough scholar in the 
oriental languages, and is not a mere dependent upon the 
ipse dixit of others, being able to state an opinion of his own, 
and also the grounds upon which it rests. Nor has he neg- 
lected the writings of his predecessors. The list of authorities 
cited in the introduction is exceedingly full, and, indeed, 
leaves nothing to be desired. Mr. Wright, moreover, is 
throughout candid and fair, and although orthodox and 
evangelical according to the standards of his own communion, 
yet does full justice to his opponents, presenting their argu- 
ments in their integrity, and abstaining from anything that 
could be called “ abuse.” 

The new version is intended not as a rival or a revision of 
the Authorized, but as a part of the commentary, and a help 
to the better understanding of the original. To our view it 
is not a success. Instead of “saith the Lord” we have all 
the way through “ (’tis) the utterance of Jahaveh.” Now it 
is true the change of the verb into a noun with the auxiliary 
indicates to the English reader that the original here is not 
the same as that which is elsewhere rendered “saith,” but 
what is he the better for knowing this. Nothing is made 
clearer or more emphatic by the change. So in regard to 
the uncouth form Jahaveh. Even admitting its correctness,— 
which, however, is not universally admitted,—what does it 
convey to the ordinary reader that is not already conveyed 
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by Jehovah. Esch term has to be explained to every 
one ignorant of Hebrew, and therefore it seems to us to 
be the merest pedantry thus needlessly to violate what 
has been the usage of our language for centuries. Occasion- 
ally the version is so literal as to be unintelligible, for 
example, “ For these have rejoiced and seen the plummet in 
the hand of Zerubbabel, these Seven, the Eyes of Jahaveh, 
they are running,” etc. (4:7); only a consultation of the 
commentary can show what this means. So in the next 
chapter we read, “shall be cleansed away on this side (on 
the other side),” whereas in the commentary we find the 
exact sense given and proved, namely, on that side. Soin 
6: 8 the author translates ruah “anger,” and contends that the 
word is often used in that sense, which we think is not the 
case, none of the passages he cites justifying such a rendering. 
In 5: 6 we read, “ Thisis their eye,” which literally trans- 
lates the words of the original, but gives no sense. But in 
our view a translator who does not give an intelligible 
meaning fails in the essential function of his office, and 
might just as well have left the work unattempted. He is 
eurely of no use to a mere English reader. In 9: 1, “For to 
Jahaveh (will) the eye of man (be directed),” the author 
succeeds in making his meaning plain, but he has to supply 
more words and yet get a much less appropriate sense than 
the one adopted by most expositors, and founded upon a 
grammatical usage which though seemingly “harsh,” yet is 
not without warrant,—the genitive of the object, ‘The Lord 
has an eye upon man.” And in 9: 12 we read, “ Return to 
the steep-rocks (literally, the steepness),” where the attempt 
at rigid accuracy not only fails, but is so obscure as to be 
without meaning. So large a portion of the new translation 
requiring notes to make it intelligible, it was a mistake to 
print it separately. 

The commentary proper, which occupies the bulk of the 
volume, is far more satisfactory. Mr. Wright, being at once 
learned and devout, in full sympathy with his author and 
familiar with his language, has shown himself well able to 
seize the meaning of this often obscure but always interest- 
ing prophet, and to vindicate it against objection. His treat- 
ment of the messianic passages is just and adequate. He 
does not shut his eyes to the skillful evasions of some modern 
scholars, but allowing all due weight to what they suggest, 
still shows the impossibility of explaining these utterances 
of Zechariah on any other ground than a reference to the 
one great hope which animated the Jewish people through 
its entire history. Sometimes, however, he reems to push 
candor to excess. In relation to the admitted fact that 
Matthew (26: 9, 10) cites a prediction from Zechariah and 
ascribes it to Jeremiah, Mr. Wright explains it as a simple 
slip of the memory, and objects to those who revolt from 
such a view and seek another explanation, as if they were 
talking deceitfully for God. And he regards such a slip as 
not incompatible with the authoritative character of the 
Scripture as a revelation from God. We respectfully demur. 
If Matthew erred here, why not elsewhere? Who is to draw 
the line? If the Holy Ghost allowed him in this lapse of 
memory, why not in others more serious? We insist that if 
we hold that the evangelist wrote under divine inspiration, 
we are shut up to the conclusion that there is some explana- 
tion of the manifest error in this passage, even though we 
may not be able to say what it is. But, asks Mr. Wright, 
why do we not do the same with Justin Martyr when he 
commits a similar mistake, ascribing Zechariah 12:10 to 
Hosea? Just because we know that he was not inspired, 
and therefore was liable to such errors, while it is incon- 
ceivable that the divine Spirit should secure Matthew from 
any slip in far more important matters, and then desert him 
here. There is no “dizhonesty” in this; for we insist that, 
even leaving inspiration out of the question, it is far more 
likely that a transcriber should make an error of this kind 
than the original author. 


The Critical and Grammatical Commentary which con- 
cludes the volume shows the author to be a well-read Hebra- 
ist, and familiar with the cognate languages. Sometimes he 
shows a disposition to press matters too far, as, for example, 
in making the Hebrew for “the little ones” in Zechariah 
13:7 mean those who make themselves little,—the humble. 
Even Bottcher’s authority will not suflice so to stretch the 
sense of an intransitive verb merely because the participle 
is active. 

“Upon the whole this is the best book in the language on 
the greatest of the minor prophets. Able, devout, scholarly, 
and candid, it faces the latest results of modern criticism, and 
amply justifies the constant faith of the evangelical church. 
There are two things we miss. One is a thorough and ex- 
haustive analysis of the chief contents of Zechariah, setting 
forth the immediate object of each part, the mutual relations of 
the different prophecies, and the bearing of the whole upon 
the entire scheme of prophetic Scripture. The nice study of 
details should fit one for setting forth the broad outlines 
which turow so much light both upon individual predictions 
and upon the bearings of the Old Testament. The other is 
a similar arrangement of the various representations of the 
Messiah, comparing them both with themselves and with 
the other like utterances of inspired men, and showing what 
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place they filled in the mind of the early be- 
lievers, and how they contribute now to round 
out and complete the messianic idea as we get 
it from the Hebrew Scriptures. We desire 
to know if any principle guided the order of 
development as given in Zechariah, and if so, 
what was the final outcome in the views of 
devout believers of old. As the book will 
doubtless go to a second edition, it is to be 
hoped that the pious and erudite author will 
avail himself of the opportunity to sum up 
in a portable form the details which he has 
accumulated, and furnish a full conspectus of 
the book as a whole. 


Professor H. 8. Osborn, LL.D., of Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, whose excellent 
map of Palestine, edited with the help of 
Lyman Coleman, is well known has in prep- 
aration a “New Map of Western Asia,” 
including Mesopotamia, Assyria, Media, 
Armenia, and the valley plain of Georgia. 
The agricultural, geologic, and other physical 
and ethnological features, are included, even 
to the trades and business of the various 
peoples. The map gives both the ancient 
and the modern details; the coast lines 
of the Mediterranean, Black, and Caspian 
seas being laid down from English, French, 
and Russian charts. The ancient classic 
routes, as well as those of St. Paul, are 
sharply and accurately drawn. To judge 
from a specimen sheet (the north-east corner), 
the map will be fully equal to the editor’s 
previous work, and vastly in advance of any 
popular map of the same region. (Size, 6x4} 
feet. Price, $5.00.) 





Some books deserve neither high praise 
nor any particular condemnation. Such a 
book is Tessa Wadsworth’s Discipline, by 
Jennie M. Drinkwater. It is a mildly 
religious story, free from injurious qualities, 
and written with considerable skill. The 
number of characters introduced is too large, 
but some of them are portrayed in an excellent 
manner, (16mo, cloth, pp.411. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers. Price, $1.50.) 





If one desires to read a book containing 
fresh and unhackneyed notes of outdoor life, 
he may take up with advantage any one of 
the larger volumes of Mr. John Burroughs. 
His most recent book, Locusts and Wild 
Honey, will very pleasantly accompany the 
reader op a summer tour, or help beguile an 
afternoon under the trees. It is handsomely 
produced. (16mo, cloth, pp. 253. Boston: 
Houghton, Osgood, & Co. Price, $1.50.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 


Mr. Charles Dickens, Jr., is an author of 
some note. He has now prepared a “ Diction- 
ary of London,” which is published by Mac- 
millan & Co, 


The new hymn-book in the Dakota lan- 
guage is nearly ready for issue. The Ameri- 
can Bible Society has completed the plates of 
the whole Bible in the same language. 


Robert Carter & Brothers have published 
a new edition, in a neat 18mo volume, of 
Dr. Horatius Bonar's Truth and Error; or, 
Letters to a Friend on some cf the Con- 
troversies of the Day. The book contains 
286 pages, and costs 60 cents. 





The American Bible Society will hereafter 
permit its publications to be sold in the regu- 
lar book trade, and offers to booksellers a 
discount of ten per cent from the catalogue 
price. It will be remembered that the So- 
ciety now issues a Bible at a quarter of a 
dollar, and a New Testament at five cents; 
both books being excellent in quality of type, 
paper, and binding. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the. circulation of 
The Sunday School Times is given each week, 
The regular edition this week or subscribers 
is 27,700 copies. A large extra edition is 
also printed for special use, Advertisers are 
free to examine the subscription list at any 


*. 


time. The uniform advertising rate for ordi- 
nary advertisements 15 cents per agate line 
for each and every insertion. 


Free.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school 
superintendent THREE MONTHS. Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Illinois. 

CHURCH FURNITURE.—The attention of 
those interested in furnishing churches, 
chapels, halls, etc., is called to Paine’s 
Manufactory at Boston. They make a 
specialty of this class of furniture, having 
carried the manufacturing of it toa high 
state of perfection, as is proved by the fact 
of their taking the Medal of Honor at the 
Centennial Exhibition, where, no doubt, 
many who read this saw their fine display. 
Their list of styles is very complete, with 
a wide range of prices. Their enterprise 
and success in this line of business com- 
mends them to all who are furnishing new 
buildings, or refurnishing old. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 
KANTNER’s Book of for children. Over 


Steen Soe raids ee © Wee. 1 
~ Use Brown’s Bronchial Troches. 
Beatty’s Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington,N.J. 
_ 11 Cent Zephyr. Finn, Seventh and Arch, Phila. _ 
Read the NEW YORK SUN. sm 
Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. Y 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 
_SUBSORIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. _ 
Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. Y. 
JOHN HEINS, PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT, 319 Wal- 
e nut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
G ARRIGUES BROS., Phila., Pa., 8. S. Supplies. 
x New Catalogue free. 























A BEAUTIFUL PRESENT.—Any person sendin, 
25 cts. will receive by return mail an elegant box o 
perfumed French PAPETERIE, 24 envelopes and sheets 
of paver, and a 52 page Autograph Album, illustrated 
with ferns, flowers, etc. We depend on future orders 
for our profit. MACK & CO., Springfield, Mass. 


NHRISTILAN HOME; in Conn. River Valley. Send 
/ torcircular. Address RUR AL HOM E, Norwich, Vt. 


“ TEACHERS’ BIBLES.” 


“The Sunday School Times” says: 


** The American Tract Society Bibles 
have a good assortment of Helps, and 
their BEST BINDINGS ARE HARD- 
LY EQUALED ELSEWHERE.”’’ 


ANY of our kid-lined books can be BENT 
BACK until the SIDES OF THE BACK 
TOUCH, without any injury. 


—TEST ALL KID-LINED BOOKS,— 
PRICES, $5 to $15. 


American Tract Society, 


150 Nassau St., New York; 23 Franklin St., 
Boston; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia; 75 
State St., Rochester; 50 Madison St., Chicago; 
757 Market St., San Francisco. 


The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


Has your school or class ever tried The Scholars’ 
Quarterly? Sunday-schools of all denominations 
throughout the country are now using it. In many 
schools it has entirely taken the place of the ordinary 
question books and lesson leaves. In addition to the 
text of the lesson together with the home readings, 
marginal references, and carefully prepared notes 
and questions, it tal hand colored maps, 
helpfal pictorial illustrations, Bible dictionary pages, 
review exercises, opening and closing exercises, and 
appropriate familiar hymns. In all a 44-page book 
bound in a strong paper cover. 








WHAT IT COSTS. The price is 25 cents a year or $25 
for a hundred copies a year. Toenable schools having 
little money to use it, it will be sent for three months 
at atime at the yearly rate. To supply a class costs, 
for example: For fve scholars, one year, $1.25; three 
months, 35 cents: for ten scholars, one year, 82.50; 
three months 63 centa. 


Every one familiar with The Scholars’ Quarterly 





says it is wonderfully cheap for what it furnishes, 
A poorer thing could, of course, be made for less 
money, but the best is the ch t, and t hers and 
scholars are willing to pay for a really good thing If 
they are permitted to try it. The success of The 
Scholars’ Quarterly has caused many publishers of 
Sunday-school lesson helps to issue quarterlies of one 
kind or another. The Scholars’ Quarterly described 
above is published only at the office of The Sunday 
School Times. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 














Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





New S. S. Library Books. 


“ In these days when so many hundreds of 
volumes are being issued from the press in- 
tended for young readers, it is often a difficult 
matter to discriminate without particular ex- 
amination of each one. There are some 
publishers, however, whose names alone are a 
strong guarantee of the value of their works. 
Prominent among these is the firm of Robert 
Carter & Brothers.”—Episcopal Register. 


Send for our new Catalogue of Books for the 
Young, on which will be found the writings of 
A. L. O. E., Miss Drinkwater, Miss Giberne, 
Miss Holt, Dr. Macduff, L. T. Meade, the two 
Miss Mathews, P. B. Power, Dr. Richard New- 
ton, books by the author of “‘ The Peep of Day,” 
“ Win and Wear,” “ Wide, Wide World,” 
“ Christie’s Old Organ,” and a great many 
others. Among the newest books are 


The Wicket Gate. Rev. W. W. Newton $1.25 
King in His Beauty. Dr. Newton_-- 1.25 
King’s People. Miss Warner. 5 vols 7.00 
Haps and Mishaps. Misses Mathews 7.50 


S. S. Libraries supplied on favorable terms, 
and with great care in the selection, both from 
our own list and that of other Publishing Houses 
and Societies. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 
530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 





- Best Present to Teacher or Su- 
perintendent. 
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WEBSTER’S UNABRIDGED. 
NEW EDITION. 
Now added a SUPPLEMENT of over 


4600 NEW WORDS and Meanings, 

These include such as have come into use dur- 
ing the past fifteen years—mary of which have 
never found a place in any English dictionary 


before, 
AND A NEW 


Biographical Dictionary 
of over 9700 NAMES. 


of Noteworthy Persons, ancient and modern, in- 
cluding — now Whang TY bee the Name, Pro- 
nunciation, Nationality, Profession and Date of 
each. 
a’@-In meeting names in rooiten, how fre- 
uently the thought is in mind, “ Who was he? 
Where was he? What was he? and When was 
he?” This New Biographical Dictionary 
in Webster just answer these questions in brief. 
A NATIONAL STANDARD. 
EBSTER’S New Edition has Supproment of 
New Words and Biographical Dictionary. 
EB new word in Supplement has been se- 
lected and defined with great care. 
IOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY has 
710 Names of distinguished persons. 
UPPLEMENT, in this edition, contains 
4CG10O New Words and Meanings. 
here have been 32,000 Webster's Una- 
bridged placed in atrs Schools ofthe U.S. 
ee 8000, nearly three 
times as many as any other Dictionary. 
Rese sun. by State Supt’s of Schools in 
35 States, and by §O College Pres’ts. 
Is it not 
THE NATIONAL STANDARD? 
Published by G, & C. MERRIAM, Springfield, Ms. 
ALSO 


WEBSTER’S NATIONAL PicTORIAL DICTIONARY. 
1040 Pages Octavo. 600 Engravings. 


EW BOOKS. 
Dodd, Mead, & Co., 751 Broadway, N.Y. 
E. P. RoE. 
A Face Illumined. 


Nineteenth thousand now selling. $1 50. 
Mrs. CHARLEs. 
Joan the Maid: 
Deliverer of France and England. $1 50. 
SECOND EDITION. 
PRoFEssOR NIEBUHR. 
Greek Hero Stories. 


Translated by Benjamin Hoppin, and with 12 illustra- 
tions by Augus.as Hoppin. $1 00. 








PROFESSOR DANA. 
Corals and Coral Islands. 


Wiih 100 Illustrations. A new edition. $3 50. 


Lubke’s History of Art. 


With nearly 600 Illustrations, two volumes, $14 00. 


THE THIRD EDITION. 
CLARK. 
The Races of European Turkey, 
Their History, Condition, and Prospects. §3 00. 
_DODD, MEAD, & CO., Publishers, NEW YORK. 


U* the Order of Service found in the Scholars’ 
Quarterly. Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per 
. No extra charge for postage. 








AGENTS WANTED for the NEW 


Comprehensive 


READY. Commentary 


TH1s Great Work includes the Commentaries of 
JAMIESON, FausseT, Brown, HENRY, and Scort, 
combination with the entire Text of the Bible Init 
the full Bible Text and the Combined Notes are always 
before the reader, thus enabling him to know the exact 
meaning of a passage, without so much as turning a 
leaf. It contains over 50,000 PARALLEL PAssaGEs 
printed in full at the side of the Text, and 1s magnifi- 
cently illustrated with fine engravings, and new Maps 
and Plans based on the latest biblical researches. 

It is Undenominational, Portable, Practical and 
Cheap. Its unique Plan, enormous amount of matter, 
and handy arrangement, render it at once far superior 
to any other Commen No 8. 8. Superintendent, 
Teacher, Scholar, or er of the Bible, can afford to 
be without this handy, complete, practical, and effi- 
cient help, which has no equai for a full interpretation 
of the Text, and which contains both Texts and Notes 
together. undreds of Sunday-school workers can 
testify to its value. It is published in PORTABLE 
style, specially adapted for class or hand use, and also 
in other styles. 


Are you thinkin af gutting a Commentary ? Buy 
. THE BEST.” Pnis is endorsed as “THE BEST” 
by the most eminent Biblical Scholars. Write to us 


for circulars giving full information. First-class agents 
wanted, A 


A. D. WORTHINGTON & CO., 
Publishers, Hartford, Conn. 


FIFTY WRITERS. 


Fifty of the more prominent contributors to THE 
SuNDay ScHoo.t TiMEs during the past three years 
are named below. This list shows something of the 
standing of The Sunday School Times among the 
religious papers of the land. and the readers of the 
paper may safely count it a fair indication of what is 
to be expected in the future. 

PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 
PROF. TAYLER LEWIS, D.D. 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D. 
PROF. D. R. GOODWIN, D D. 
PROF. W. C. WILKINSON, D.D. 
PROF. T. W. COIT, D.D. 
PROF. C. H. TOY, D.D. 
PROF. W.8S. PLUMER, D.D. 
PROF. J. L. M. CURRY, D.D. 
PROF. M. B. RIDDLE, D.D. 
PROF. JOHN 8S. HART, LL.D. 
PROF. C. A YOUNG, PH.D. 
BISHOP A. C. COXE, D.D. 
BISHOP E. pk SCHWEINITZ, D D, 
W. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 
HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
JOHN HALL, D.D. 
C. 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 
WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, D.D. 
THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.D. 
THEODORE L. CUY LER, D.D. 
RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 
Pres. JOHN F. HURST, D.D. 
Pres. W. W. PATTON, D.D. 
Pres. PAUL A. CHADBOURNE, LL.D. 
Pres. E. M. GALLAUDRET, LL.D. 
Pres. G. W. C. LEE, LL.D. 
WILLIAM C, PRIME, LL.D. 
ELIHU BURRITT. 
EDWARD EGGLESTON, 
CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER. 
PAUL H. HAYNE. 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 
ROSE TERRY COOKE. 
MARGARET J. PRESTON. 
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL. 
BENSON J. LOSSING, LL.D. 
WASHINGTON GLADDEN. 
PRESIDENT R. B. HAYES. 
EX-PRESIDENT U.S. GRANT. 
SIR CHARLES REED. 
GEN. J. R. HAWLEY. 
GEN. 0.0. HOWARD. 
JOSEPH COOK. 
DWIGHT L. MOODY 
IRA D. SANKEY. 
JOHN B. GOUGH. 
EDWARD KIMBALL. 


Three Hew S, §, Library Books; 


THE MISTRESS OF THE HOUSE, 

A YEAR AT POPLAR Row. 

NELSON; OR, How a CouNTRY 
Boy MADE His Way IN THE 
CITY. 





16mo, $1.25 
16mo. $1.25 


16mo. $1.25 
Valuable Books for Sunday-se’.ool Teachers and 
Bible Studen's, 


FOSTER’S CYCLOP2DIAS, 3 volumes. 8vo 
I, CYCLOPEZDIA OF PROSE ILLUSTRATIONS, 
‘ 


Il. . * PORTICAL “ 

III. _ “ PROSE ** (2d series) 
Each volume complete in itself, and sold separately 

at $5.00 per volume, and forming one of the best 


sources for illustrating woral and religious truth. 
JAMIESON, FAusset & BROWN’s PORTABLE 
COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE. In 
one volume. 1,421 pages. 8vo, red edge, 
$3.50. With maps and illustrations. 
A STANDARD WORK. 
Thorough, modern, ¢ ymopact, reliable, 
SM'TH’s BIBLE DICTIONARY. 8vo. With maps 
and illustrations. ‘‘ Hartford edition.’ Bevy- 
eled boards, with gilt and black extra cloth. 
$2.00. 
Send for our Catalogue of Latest Standard Publica- 
Gone. THOS. Y. CROWELL, 744 Broadway, New 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times, 
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THE GOSPEL OF JOY! 


is a new Singing 
THE GOSPEL OF JOY i ca 
beauty for Gospel Meetings, Camp Meetings, Devo- 
tional Meetings, and Sunday-schools. 





By Rev. SAMUEL ALMAN and 8. H. Speck. It con- 
tains a large number of new and very superior Hymns 
and Tunes. The general style is very cheerful and 
bright, as befits a collection that has so much to say 
and sing about 

“Glad Tidings of Great Joy.” 

Both words and music are of an elevated character, 
commending themselves to persons of refined taste, 
and the “dancing measure”’’ so prevalent in many 
recent compositions has been carefully avoided. 


Price, 35 cents, for which specimen copies will be 
mailed to any address. 





Send for the Musicat RECORD, 6cents. A Weekly 
Musical Paper, with 50 cents’ worth of music, and all 
the musical news. §2 per year 





GOOD NEWS ! (35 cents.) the genial Sunday- 

school Song Book, has thou- 
sands of friends. Do not fail to examine and try it. 
There are 270 Songs, in the composition or selection of 
which great taste and ability has been displayed. 
Examine also ‘‘Shining River” and ‘The River of 
Life,” two standard books of great beauty. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. Ditson & Co., 843 Broadway, New York. 


8 (HOR AND 
NEW UONGREGATION. 


A COLLECTION OF 
Hymns, Tunes, Anthems, Chants and Services 
FOR THE 
CHOIR AND ALL THE PEOPLE. 
BY GEO. F. ROOT. 
A year’s trial of the New Ideain Church Music has 
practically demonstrated its power to produce har- 


monious and effective co-operation between Choir 
and Congregation. It has been 


Indorsed by the Leading Ministers, Praised by the Choir 
Singers, and Pronounced Good by all the 
Wherever it has been introduced. 


THE NEW CHOIR & CONGREGATION 


Contains nearly 700 standard Hymns, together with 
Responsive Services, Gospel Songs, and appropriate 
pieces for speciai occasions, the whole ing the 
most elegant and complete Hymn Tune, and Church 
Music Book Published. 

m@@ Elegantly bound in cloth. Sent by mail upon 
receipt of $2.00. 

Specimen pages, with plan and full particulars, free, 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


805 Broadway, N. Y. Cincinnati, O. 


. 





If you want ‘a new Sunday- 
school Song Book select from 
Messrs. Biglow & Main’s list, 
which you will find occupying 
space in this column next week. 
When ordering, please mention 
the fact that you saw this adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School 


Times. 

















176 
Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 
MetreTunes 


MEN, 
PERINTEN- 


this to be decidedly 
the best MUSIO 
BOOK ever published. 


elementary department on 
‘*Theory of Music” by J. H: 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersintheland. §in- 
gle copy 35c.—83.60 per dozen—30, per 
100. CRIDER & BROTH ER, 
Publishers, YORK, PA. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 





FROM TRIAL SUBSCRIBERS. 





The commendations printed below are but a few of those received during one recent month. 


They have come 


without solicitation from Sunday-school teachers who have been trying The Sunday School Times for three months 
So large a share of these trial subscribers renew their subscriptions, that the publisher is glad to continue the following 
special offer: The Sunday School Times will be sent to any new subscriber, every week for three months, for twenty- 


five cents. The regular price is $2.15 a year. 


“ There is no better help for Sunday-school teachers.” | 
—M. M., Alabama. 


“The paper is all I could wish. I find no fault with | 
it. Itseems invaluable to a teacher or superintendent.” | 
—J. E. W., New York. 


“T am an ardent admirer of The Sunday School 
Times. I have never seen its equal.”"—L. A, B., New 
Hampshire. 

“T regard The Times as the fullest and most valuable 
help I have.”—L. G. C., Illinois. 

“T am highly pleased with your paper. I cannot 
afford to do —— it."—R. T., Ohio. 

“It is the best paper of the kind I have ever read, 
and I would recommend it to every Sunday-school 
teacher.”—A. F. K., Rhode Island. 


“TI have used other helps, but consider The Sunday 
School Times far superior to anything I ever used.”— 
A. H. McK., Illinois. 

“T am very much pleased with The Times. I con- 
sider the money well invested.”—T. F. B., South Carolina. 


“After reading The Sunday School Times a few 
weeks, I decided I could not get along without it, 
although I had a number of other helps.”—M. P. D., 
Vermont. 


‘‘T am heartily pleased with your paper, and consider 
the notes and comments on the Sunday-school lessons 
far superior to any that I have ever seen.”—A. H.S8., | 
Towa. 

“T could not get along without your valuable paper 
to peruse weekly. It has been to me interesting, instruc- 
tive and profitable.”—W. J. A., Connecticut. 

“ { hope to take your paper right Song. not only for | 
its valuable lesson helps, but also for its able articles on 
the various questions that present themselves.”—W.T. M 
Pennsylvania. 


“T fally a The Sunday School Times, and 
consider it invaluable in the preparation of the lessons.” | 
—C. A. T., Michigan. | 
“T regard it as emphatically the best Sunday-school | 
paper published. I have recommended it in every direc- | 
tion,and have induced many of my teachers to take it.” | 
—J.C. W., Georgia. | 
| 


“Tam much pleased with The Sunday School Times. 
It is just what I really need and want.’’—G., F. B., Ildinois. 

“Tam more than pleased with your Sunday School 
Times. It is indispensable. No live Sunday-school 
teacher should be without it. Put me down a regular | 
subscriber.’—G. E. G., Massachusetts. 

“T think The Sunday School Times the best and most 
wisely conducted help on our lessons that I have been 
able to find.”—V. E. M., New Hampshire. 

“I have found The Sunday School Times to be a 
paper of great value to teachers.”—C. C. W., Maryland, 

“T am very much pleased with The Sunday School 
Times, and find it a great help, in fact could not think of 
doing without it.”—W. C., Canada. 

“T like the peor very much indeed. I wish that 
every Sunday-school teacher in the land could have it.” | 
—W.H.J., New Hampshire. 

“T have come to depend upon The Times so much 
during the last three months, that I should be lost in | 


Address, John D. Wattles, publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


“T hail its weekly coming with eagerness, as not only 
a help in my lessons, but for so many wise, timely, and 
common-sense suggestions to us.”—M. L. B., Massachusetts, 
“T find your pepet an invaluable aid in teaching my 
Bible class. I could not well do without it.”—C. F.C., 
Virginia. 
“T get more solid information from The Times than 
from all the commentaries afloat.”—J. 8. H., Pennsylvania. 


“ Hope to continue in the future a regular subscriber, 
as I find The Times the best Sunday-school paper I ever 
saw.” —H. B., Maryland. ‘ 

“T congratulate you on issuing the best Sunday-school 
help that I know of.”—Wm. H. H., New York 

“T can truly say, that of the many aids to the prepara- 
tion of our Sabbath-school lesson, that I have examined 
within the past year The Sunday School Times excels 
all.”"—J. R. A., Pennsylvania. 

“In my estimation it is the very best help for 
teachers, in fact it supplies the place of all others that I 
have examined.”’—S. C.8., Indiana. 


“IT think that your paper is the best Sunday-school 
help that [ have ever tried. I do not want to be without 
it as long as I teach in the Sabbath-school.”—N. L., 
Nebraska. 

“If The Sunday School Times continues to be as 
good as it is now, I propose to be a constant subscriber in 
the future.”"—J.R. G., Texas. 


“Words cannot express our hearty appreciation of its 
value asa help to Bible study. It is invaluable.”—H. E., 
New Hampshire. 


“T expect to continue a subscriber so long as it main- 
tains its present high standard.”—C. M. S., Michigan. 

“T regard the paper as one of the most intelligent and 
useful in the English print, not only to Sunday schools, 
but to the world at large.”—C. H. H. P., New Hampshire. 

“T like it better than any lesson help I have ever 
used.”—B. P., Georgia. 


“T have neither seen nor heard of a paper that so 
fully answers the real want of a Sunday-schvol teacher as 
The Sunday School Times.—W. E., Jliinois. 


‘‘I consider it invaluable. Every Sunday-school 
worker ought to take it. Its freshness, its soundness, its 
advanced spirit, commend it to all."—E. MeM., Pennsyl- 
vania. 

“T have come to regard both The Times and the 
Quarterly as indispensable aids to making my teachers’ 
meetings interesting.”—J. B. A., Massachusetts. 

“TI think it the best paper for a teacher that is printed, 
and think every one who tries it will never want to give 
it up.”—J. M., Ontario. 


“T like the paper very much, and feel that no Sun- 
day-school officer or teacher should be without it.”— 
J. R. M., Illinois. 


“T prize the paper very highly, and hardly know how 
I could get along without it.”—C. P. H., Massachusetts. 

“It gives the best and most thorough aid in studying 
and teaching the lesson of any help that I have seen.”— 
H. J., Colorado. 


“T not only esteem your pean very highly, but really 
do not know how to get along without it.”—C. F. H., 
Missouri, 





J.S., Wisconsin. 


ever saw.” —J. M. W., Alabama. 


——_ 





attempting to prepare for my class without its aid.”— | 
J. 


“Tt pleases me better than any paper of the kind I 


~ “T enjoy the paper very much, and hope never to be 
| without it any more.”—J. H. N., Mississippi. 

| “Tt is the best Sunday-school paper that I ever saw.” | 
—J. T. P., South Carolina. 














PRICE, 







A new collection of 140 





exceedingly 
PRICE, $3.60 per dozen. 
soon. Price, in boards, 10 cents. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Music, Anniversary, 5 cents each,'or set of five 25cents. 


By J. E. Hall, Ss 
Brattleboro, Vt. 
| gospel songs and hymns, 
| with new, appropriate and 
a 
| music. The publishers 
rownin | conscientiously recom- 
mend this work to be one 
t 
Trium h. Single sample copy, by 
mail, 30 cents. 
F, A. NORTH & CO., Publishers. 
1308 CHESTNUT Sr., PHILADELPHIA. 
In arranging for an Anniversary or Concert, don’t 
forget the new Exercises The Bow in the Cloud, 
When looking for a suitable reward for your scholars, 
send for a set of our NEW SCRIPTURE PICTURES, 


attractive, 

of unusual excellence, 
An edition with words only will be ready very 
The Twelve Foundations of the Heavenly City, Flowers, 
printed in colors, beautiful, executed after originals, 


painted by Paul Handler. 48 different designs, 24on | 
Old Testament, 24 on New Testament, mounted in | 
mats, making the whole card 6}¢x4%4 inches. Price, | 


50 cents per pack of 12, or $2.00 for the set. Important 
Fact.—We make a specialty of Sunday-school books 
and supplies, keeping up our stock by adding all the 
new and fresh books and appliances as they come out. 
Prompt attention to ail orders. Our prices are the 
loweat, Any book you see advertised or noticed we 
can supply. Anything in the Sunday-school line 
ean be found here. WARD & DRUMMOND (successors 
to U. D. Ward), 116 Nassau Street, New York. 


10 CENTS. 









THE 


LESSON SYSTEM ; 


The Story of Its Origin and Inauguration, 
BY 
| SIMON GILBERT, 


Editor of The Advance. 
| Flexible Cloth, 12mo, 60 cents. 


It is a complete discussion of the origin of 
the Lesson System, its anticipatory beginnings, 
partial approaches and preparations, stages of 
progress, etc. 

| Incidentally Mr. Gilbert discusses, in a con- 
densed and admirable manner, Sunday-school 
Conventions, Institutes, the Chautauqua idea, 
Sunday-school reforms, etc., etc. It is one of 
the most comprehensive and satisfactory of our 
recent Sunday-school issues. 


| PHILLIPS & HUNT, 
| 805 Broadway, New York. 





ENTERTAINMENTS, 


By Mrs. L. W. CHAMPNEY, and others. 
16mo. $1.00. 


This large volume contains many diversions admi 
rably adapted for Sunday School Concerts, Church En- 
campments. Summer Evening, and other gatherings ; 
and will be found invaluable to those upon whom it 
devolves to prepare intellectual and religious enter- 
tainments. Boston : D. LOTHROP & CO. 


END for Catalogue of Sunday-school Books and 


OO Papers published by the American Sunday Schoo! | 


Union, No, 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


USTER’S“ BON MARCHE?” for Millinery & Fancy 

\ Goods, 43 N. 8th Street, Phila. Goods sent by mail. 
| ed you want a cheap lesson help for your school, 
and at the same ap ogee one, send for saroples 


published at the office of 
‘ The Sunday School Times. , 60 cents per hun- 





An Order of Service. 


| There is a great demand for the Order ot 
| Service contained in the Scholars’ Quarterly 

for this quarter. Consequently it has been 
printed on separate sheets, and can be mailed 
to any address. It can be used by any school, 
even where the Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. 
On the back of each sheet is printed the Re- 
sponsive Review Exercise, a part of which can 
be used on each Sunday, and the whole making 
a most appropriate reading for the review Sun- 
day at the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents 
per hundred copies. Sent by mail without 
cost of postage to the purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia. 


Temperance Lesson Leaf for June 29, 


The Sunday-school Committee of the Woman’s 
National Christian Temperance Union have just is 
sued a new lesson leaf for the last Sunday in June 

| entitled “ Parental Teachings” Text from Proverbs 
23. The leaf contains Questions. Notes, Facts, [lus 
trations and Hymns. Price. ® cents per 100. 

ILLUMINATED TEMPERANCE CARDS, with 
Bible texts. Price of packet of twelve Cards, 25 cents. 

| 100 Cards for $1.00. Address 


J. N. STEARNS, 58 Reade St., New York. 





| 
| 5 nice perforated mottoes, for fancy work, 
| GIRLS postpaid for 10c. J.W. Russell, Newton. Mass 
PB: Autograph Album for ic. Illustrated with 
ASI Birds. eg Scrolls, etc..6 for 60c. 46 quotations 
given free with each. J. F. INGALLS, Lynn, Mass. 


NE WALL MAY? for Gueterccheoh, = 
siona’ meetings, orm classes, 
Circulars free. 4.0. VaN LENNEP, Montclair, N. J. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 


at $2.15 a year, which includes postage. Olub rates: 
From 1 to 14 coples,...... 
“ bwD 


9 copies and upwards... 


The yellow label on each or shows up to what date 
a subscriber has paid, If publisher does not by that 
date receive a request from the subscriber Uvat the paper 
be discontinued, wik continue to send i. The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time there the 
subscribe, so desires, and remits the amount 
time that he haa received it, 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents haa 
been discontinued. The pace to all single subscribers 
is now $2.15, the lowest price at which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates, 

Additions may be made at any time to aclub, at the 
same rate at which the club, as first formed, would be 
authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub- 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered, The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for the time cf their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post 
office to which they wish {t sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, . 

Any person writing to renew either asingle or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the rson to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies, sent free frdm this 

flice to any address. 


ue for the 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER. 5 cents per year. 
This paper is designed to supply superintendents with 
helpa, in the line of their special work, to which teach- 
ers and scholars have not access. It is published 
monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of its price, only 
to subscribers of The Times who are Pastors or Super- 
tntendents (including in the latter class assistant super- 
intendents, and heads of departments meeting in 
separate rooms), and who, when ordering It, state that 
they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The en re 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for The Sunday School Times, as given on the 
yellow address label on The Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. A separate leaf for 

every Sunday in the year. 

100 copies, one month... anes § 60 

100 one year : 

Less than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not take 
for less than one month. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
sons for three months, with Map, Bible Dictionary, 
etc., etc. 

100 copies one year (four quarters)...............= $25.00 
Single copy, one year (four quarters)...... . 

100 copies, three months (one quarter)... 
Under 1v copies, three months, each 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive any 
of these publications, can make payment for the same 
by a money Oo: der, payavle at Philadelphia, to John D. 

attiles, as follows: 

The Suuday Schoo! Times, one year, - - 9 shillings. 
3 shillings. 


The Superintendents’ Paper, one year, - 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one yoar, -~ = Is. 6d, 

These rates iuclude postage, which is prepaid at this 
office. 

ADVERTISING RATES, 

The uniform rate for ordinary udvertisements is 15 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more. It is believed that 
this uniform low rate, which es THE SUNDAY 
ScHOOL TiMms the cheapest advertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with the 

eneral approval of advertisers. The rate for Read- 
ng Notices (bourgeois type, leaded) in the Business 
Department, will be 50 cents per counted line for each 
insertion, and for Special Notices (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


CAHILL HOUSE, 


Third Ave. ASBURY PARK, N. J. 


Kingsley St. 
The above new and commodious house will be opened for 
the reception of quests by 
Mrs. M. D. CAHILL, on June 10, 1879. 
The sitution is one of the most desirable in Asbury Park, 
being but Two Minutes’ Walk from the Beach 
and popular Bathing Grounds. 

The House is surrounded wide Piazzas and Balconies, 
and has been elegantly furnished throughout, each 
ted room having Spring Beds, Gas, etc. 

A Coach will meet the arrival of every Train, and convey 
the Quests to the House FREE OF CHARGE. 
Rooms may be engaged and further information obtained 
of Mrs. M. D. CAHILL, i814 Arch St., Philadelphia, 
Where her large double house, containing over 30 rooms, 
is open all the vear round for Permanent and 
Transient 


Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 
Self-Inking, only $13. . 
Inking feo an Ry tae; will do tne 
% 3 
work ¢ 8 9250 Press. Dremes from 
Stamp for catal 8. 
CURTIS & MITCHELL, 
5 Federal St., Boston, Mass. 
Watshlished 1847, 


YARNALL'S EXTERMINATOR. 


DEPOT, 412 N. EIGHTH 8T., PHILAD’A. 


, 
WARNER BRO’S CORSETS 
~ ane o> Received the Highest Medal atthe recent 
| a PARIS EXPOSITION, 

/ over all American competitors. Their 
FLEXIBLE HIP CORSET, 
cP bones) fite with perfect ease. and is 

erranried pot to break down over the 
hips. Price by mail, $1.25. 

THE HEALTH 
is now made with the eo RORSET.. 
is soft and flexible ard contains no botes. 
Sete by mail, $1.50, Nursing Corsets, 
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ate by leading Merchants 


RNER BRO'S, 351 Broadway, N.Y. 


JoHN D. WATTLES, 


to your offer to new subscribers. 


Name 


( ounty 
State 


EDUCATIONAL 
\INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE 
/ Best advantages in Literature, Science, Languages, 
Painting. Wood-carving, and Music. 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President. | 


| 7 E SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
4035 Chestouut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for a thorough education. Refers by 
permission to H. Clay Trumball, Editer of The Sun- 
day School Times, and Rev. 8S. W. Dana, 4001 Pine 
Street, Philadelphia. For circulars. address. 
MRS J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 


Agency for Schools & Teachers, 
30 UNION SQUARE, N. Y. 
Supplies GOOD teachers with positions. Application 
form for stamp, Suppiies Schools and Families with 
Competent Instructors WLTHOUT CHARGE, 
T. COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 
30 Union Square, N. Y. 


IGLARS PREPARATORY SCHOOL, 


NEWBURGH, New YORK. 


Preparation of Boys for Yale a specialty. Our 
Gee are taking the highest rank at Yale and 
illiams. By entering their sons at ten ; or not later 
than twelve years of age, parents will _ largely in 
time, expense, and thoroughness of preparation. 
“ Hints to Parents”’ sent on application. Correspond 

ence solicited. Address, 
HENRY W. SIGLAR, A. M. 

DAMS ACADEMY, QUINCY, MASS. 

Hon. CHARLES FRANCIS ADAMS, Chairman of 
Managers. Fits boys for our best Colleges. School year 
beg.ns 9th September, 1879. Tuition,$l00a year. Board, 
350. Early avplication should be made for good rooms, 

‘or catalogues and information address WILLIAM 
EVERETT. Ph. D. 


AVERFORD COLLEGE, Haverford College P.O., 

Pa. Thomas Chase, LL.D., President. Nine 
miles trom Philadelphia. Under care of Society of 
Friends (Orthodox). Classica! and Scientific Courses. 
For circulars, address Prof. Allen C. Thomas, Prefect. 


Hoars Masical Instruction ry 
25 New England egewrveter, Music 
Hall, Boator E. Tourjée, Director. 


ATIONAL SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION & 


ORATORY, 1418 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


Summer term opens July 7. Sixtv-page catalogue sent 
on application. J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M.. Presid’t. 


RADFORD ACADEMY, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


The Seventy-seventh year commences September 9, 
1879. For circulars apply to 
MISS ANNIE E. JOHNSON, Bradford, Mass. 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, and Preparatory depart- 
ments, Elective studies. Admits both sexes. No saloon 
temptations. Best of religious influences. Thorough 
and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and library fees enn 
of a year. Over 1,000 students. Spring term, March 
2. Fall term, September 3. For circulars address 
J. B. T. Marsh, Sec. , Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC,—Under 
the College management. First-class teachers. Ex- 
penses low. Class instruction or private lessons, as 
preferred. Asa home for students, Oberlin is unsur- 
passed for healthfulness and religious and intellectual 
advantages. Address Professor F. B. Rice. 
|. iaceaienee INSTITUTE OF MUSIC, 

EDINBORO,’ PA 

Has carefully graded courses of study in all depart- 
ments of music, Instruction given in Theory. Voice 
Culture, and all Instruments common to the Church, 
Parlor, Orchestra, and Band. Students recite daily in 


classes. Expenses low. Address, for circulars, 


___ ©. 0. MOORE, Principal. 


MORGAN PARK 





MILITARY ACADEMY. 


CAPT. ED. N. KIRK TALCOTT,) Associate 
HENRY T. WeliGHT, A.M, } Principals. 

A firt-ciass Preparatory School for boys. Location 
attractive. Educational facilities unsurpassed 
sion begins September 9 Is79. For full information 
send for Catalogue to Morgan Paik, Cook (o., Ill 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS FOR SUNDAY AND DAY } 


SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
| and designs—com prising Motto Cards— Reward Cards 
—Scripture Text Cards—Sentiment Cards— Bible Verse 
| Cards—Good Desire Cards-—-and Hymnal Cards, 
| TEACHERS’ price list KDUCATIONAL CARDS 
| SENT FREE to any address J. . BUFFORD'’S 
SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine Aris, 141 to i47 
| Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 
| Inorderivg goods, or in making inquiry 
| concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
' . . . 
| you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
adw rtiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 


tisement in The Sunday School Times. 


Post Office pS 060 0066600 68500060 vecececocccecesocoosce eee 





Ses- | 


| CAPITAL, ,000.00. 
H 





How to introduce 
The Sunday School Times to Friends. 


FILL THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receiv« 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 


Sett Complete in Terry, 
Sett Complete in Plush, - $85. 


Made in solid black walnut and finished in the most 
elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 per sett. 
Pew cushions, 35 cts. to $1.25 per toot. Church. Chapel, 
and Sunday-school Furniture on hand of the latest 
and most approved patterns, or made to order at short 
notice. Photographs, with Price List, sent by mail if 
spplied for. 


Paine’s Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
AND 141 FRIEND STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


MENEELY & COMPANY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, WEST TROY, N. Y. 
Fifty years established. CHURCH BELLS and CHImEs; 
ACADEMY, FacTorRy BELLS, etc. Improved PATENT 
MouUNTINGES. Catalogues free. No agencies. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Belis of Pure Copper and Tin for Churehes 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. FULLY 
WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free. 


THE GREAT CHURCH LIGHT. 


Give the MOST POWERFUL, the SOFTEST, 

HEAPEST, and the BEST Light known for 
Gourches, Stores, Show Windows, Parlors, Banks, 
Offices, Picture Galleries, Theatres, Depots, etc. New 
and elegant designs. 

Send size of room. Get circular and estimate. 

A liberal discount to churches and the trade, 


I, P. FRINK, 551 Pearl Street, New York. 


An experience of 30 years 
in lighting churches en- 
ables me to tell to a cer- 
tainty how many lights 
are required when size of 
room 1s given. Designs 
furnished on application, 
free. Weak churches liber- 
ally dealt with. 
A. J. WEIDENER, 
36 So. Second St., Philad’a. 


JANTERN 
LRN Tico 


> L&HOME EXHIBITIO 


“<@ T. MILLIGAN. 


12% CRASTIAAT SL. PRALROR 





Viiws 


Barlow's Indigo Blue. 


as a WASH BLUE have been fully 
tested and endorsed by thousands of mpunemenpers. 
Your grocer ought to haveitonsale. Ask for him ‘or it, 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, ey wt 
No. 283 North Second St., Philadelphia, 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


Fire Insurance Co., 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INCORPORATED 1825. 
ASSETS, $1,835,238.04 
OHN DEVEREUX, PRESIDENT. 
YM. G, CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L. THOMAON, Ass’t Secretary 


4 yy 
THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE ©O., of Philadelphia. 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, $6,230,723. 

THE PENN isa purely Mutual mpany. AU of its 
surplus premiums are returned to the members every 
year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest possible 
rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their vaiue. 

rates. AGENTS 


Endowment licies issued at life 
WANTED. pply to H. 8. STEPH ENS, Vice-Presi- 
dant @! (heatnnt Rtreet. Philadelphia Pe 


CHECK SYSTEM LIBRARY REGISTER. 

Prices of this valuable System, used ty near 3,000 
schools, distributing about 126,000 books, has been re- 
duced. Send for New Circular. 

GARRIGUES BROTHERS, Philadelphia, Pa, 





WORTH REPEATING. 


LEAVE SELF AT HOME. 


(The Rev. W. Poole Balfern, in The London Chris- 
tian. | 


Leave self at home, and you will speak, 
And serve the Lord with pleasure, 
And prove, indeed, however weak, 
His presence is your treasure, 


Leave self at home, and so be free 
To minister to others ; 

And of your heart desire to see 
How love can make men brothers. 


Leave self at home, and you will know 
The Spirit’s help and power ; 

See mercy like a river flow ; 
Of blessing have a shower ! 


Leave self at home, and thus be real, 
Free from all fear distressing, 

And Jesus will his grace reveal, 
And crown you with his blessing. 





THE LITTLE DUTIES HARDEST. 


(By Charles Wadsworth, D.D ] 


It requires and manifests a higher style 
of pie'y, and a more intense consecration 
unto God’s service, to do well the small 
thing than to do well the great. Naaman 
the Assyrian found it immeasurably easier 
to bear his banner in triumph over mighty 
cities than to go dowa in childlike obedi- 
ence to the cool waters of Jordan. And 
you and I would find it easier to ride 
Sheridan’s foaming war horse into the very 
van of the battle, than to relax the 
clenched hand and turn again the burning 
cheek to the insulting blow of the ruffian. 

Why, even martyrdom i self, under the 
impulse of a grand heroism, is among the 
easiest of all things, and if the days of 
persecution should come again I have no 
question that Christian heroism would 
bindle sgain—to rush exulting into the 
flames and perish nobly for Jesus; and 
perhaps out of every communion in the 
land a hundred believers would be found 
rushing dauntiessly to the dungeon and 
the stake for any ten that will leave a 
party of pleasure and come on a cold and 
stormy night to a prayer-meeting, or go 
forth to carry a basket of bread to the 
chamber of forlorn and suffering poverty. 
For, I repeat it, it would require !e-s pitty 
to do this great and splendid thing for 
God than to subdue every selfish and. 
carnal thought, to love an issolent and 
provoking enemy, to return gentle words 
for malicious siander, to bear a rival’s 
success without envy, aud to cherish even 
that heavenly yet homely charity which 
Paul himself ranks above martyrdom, that 
envieth not, and vaunteth not, but hopeth 
all things and endureth all things, and 
whose crowning glory is that it is not easily 
provoked and doth not behave itself un- 
seemly. 

And practically, Paul found it easier to 
combat Ephesian beasts than to bear his 
thorn in the flesh ; and Simon Peter, whose 
delight was to plunge into stormy seas for 
Christ and to flash his sword in the face of 
the Roman soldiers for Christ; yet poor 
Peter could neither keep his temper nor 
govern his tongue; and the pages of 
martyrology abound with-histories of men 
and women who, under strong excitements, 
could brave death triumphantly, and yet 
who cou'd not maintain domestic proprie- 
ties under small daily provecations—who, 
indeed, found it positively easier in the 
face of admiring multitudes to be eaten of 
wild beasts in the amphitheatre, than by 
the quiet boards of ther humble habita- 
tions “to eat and drink to the glory of 
God.” 





THE DANGERS OF WEALTH. 
{Irenzeus, in the New York Observer. ] 


One of my friends is in a bad way. 
Once he was poor: now he is above the 
fear of want. When he was so poor that 
life was a daily struggle to live, when 
those depending on him for bread would 
be lefi destitute were his health to fail, 
then his soul was calm and j yful in the 
God of his strength, for his isich was like 
& mountain, and his peace like a river. 
His faith did not binder his works; but 
with the firm persuasion that God helps 
those who help themrelves, he wrought out 
success, and is now well to do in the world. 

Aud here comes the mystery of his 
experience: he has not the same faith in 
God that he had when he had nothing 
else! When he had no money he had 
faith: with the increase of wealth he lest 
his childlike trust in God. He does not 
enjoy the comforts of religion as he did 
when the cares and anxieties of unsuccess- 
ful business might have worried him night 
and day but for the grace that gave him 
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comfort. He simply verified the promise 
of strength according to his day. 

How hardly shall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom; riches hinder in 
these two ways: men trust in them, and so 
forget God, and men are troubled about 
them lest they lose what they have, and 
thus are turned away from God. This is 
one and the chief reason why the sou! 
often prospers more in the pursuit of 
wealth than in the possession of it. Every 
sensible Christian knows that except the 
Lord build the house, the workmen labor 
in vain: unless God prosper our industry 
and skill, our diligence in business will be 
of no avail, and so, if we are wise and 
true, we cast ourselves, with childlike 
confidence, on the arm of the Almighty, 
and work with a will, knowing that it is 
not of him that willeth or runneth, but 
God who giveth the increase. The sover- 
eign will, wisdom, power, and love of God, 
are as truly to be felt and seen in the suc- 
cess or failure of one’s business, as in the 
matter of his life and health. Yet there 
are many Christians who kiss the rod when 
a lovely child is removed by death, but 
will not recognize a Father’s hand in the 
loss of all their worldly goods. In making 
money, a good man may earnestly and 
sincerely seek God’s blessing on the labor 
of his hands, but when the money has 
come, he is in great danger of saying to 
himself, “Soul, take thine ease, God has 
done all you asked him to do, and you 
need not be anxious any longer.” 





THEORETICAL CREDULITY. 


[From The Morning Star.] 


We live in an age of great expectations ; 
and often deceive ourselves by believing 
that we are about to realize those expecta- 
tions. Looked at in one way, there is 
literally no end to our beliefs. Never was 
there a more credulous age. All seem 
bent on staking life, health, and happiness 
on theories. Now it is dieting on Graham 
bread that is to cure all the ills that flesh 
is heir to; now it is sleeping on the 
ground, like that man in Illinois, who 
thinks himself to be guarding sgainst dis- 
ease by occupying as his nightly couch a 
place of bare ground within his house, and 
having an attendant shovel clean earth 
over him to take the place of bedclothes. 
In its less eccentric mood the same spirit 
appears in an overweening belief in horse- 
back riding, or taking a walk before break- 
fast, or going to bed without any supper. 
Then, again, the faith people entertain in 
the salubrious eff-cts of a winter in Florida 
or a summer in Colorado, if it were of 
another kind, would surely take them into 
heaven. 

Tne same tendency is seen in matters 
which are deemed more dignified. Children 
are time and again sacrificed, almost as 
literally as was that little daughter in 
Pocasset the other day, because their 
parents or teachers Lean 4 a blind belief in 
some theory of education. Theoretical 
credulity is none too pretentious a phrase to 
apply to much of political economy. It is 
not so wonderful that there should be all 
these theories which are declared to insure 
commercial and financial prosperity as it 
is that so many people can be found who 
believe in them. The sincerity of the 
mass of these believers goes without ques- 
tion. 

The trouble lies in forgetting that a 
theory is a theory, all protestations to the 
contrary notwithstanding. A writer in 
The Nineteenth Century says that the 
English people became such believers in 
the free-trade principle that “they set it 
up on high and worshiped it, as if it were 
a moral trath, instead of a mere maxim of 
expediency calculated to produce certain 
economical effects if properly carried out.” 
We q 1ote this merely to illustrate the fact 
that this age is much given to making idols 
of its many theories; and when there are 
so many gods, is it extraordinary that the 
belief in the one and the living God should 
- often sadly degenerate into a theory 
also? 

The times importunately call for health 
far more than theories of health; for edu- 
cation rather than theories of education; 
for religion, and not theories of religion. 


AGENTS WANTED for Dr. March’s New Book 


FROM DARK T0 DAWN 


In this new volume the Popular Author of Niext 
SCENES IN THE BIBLE portrays with vivid and thrill- 
ing force the events of Sacred Truth, and adds fresh 
mony to the beauty, pathos and gerag of the 
Stories of the Bible. Agents will find Book with 
, and ro 


its sparkling thoughts, beautiful en, A. 
b= ~ , the best in the market. 

Vee. J.C. McCURDY & CO., Phila., Pa. 
@ET A BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER 









(NEW STYLE, NO, 2023.) 


TTY PIANO Savare Grand. 


NewStyle No. 
2023. Magnificent rosew case, three strings, seven ancl 
one-third octave s, Beatty's full agraffe ironscale, Allround 


corners,and back finished sa eas front. French grand 
action, Beautiful fret desk. Handsomely c.rved pedals. 
Heavy rosewood moulding around the entire instrument. 
Fully warranted for six years, Sentanywhere on half month 
test trial. (g"Nomoneyr quired until you have fully tested 
the Pianoat your own home. Order at once. If you are 
rot entirely satisfied a he instrument you are under no 

bligations whatever to keep it. Monopolists’ price, about 
£1,000. 


MY PRICE ONLY$255 


Thousands Now in Use that are 
| ax CIVING ENTIRE SATISFACTION. 


ORCA Se ake notice. Upon my return from Europo in 1878 I advertised 
BEA’ largely “‘ Beatty’s offer for this month. This beautiful Piano Up- 
right ini g: Red jog style No. 1685, thirteen Stops , two Knee-Swells, three sets of Reeds, in solid black walnut case, with 
handsome French vencering, laid on solid walnut. Weight when boxed, about 350 pounds; height, 68 in.; depth, 24 in. ; 

length, 591n.,” etc. So great was the demand for this beautiful Piano Upright Parlor Organ our men at the factory were 





NEW 8S TYLE, “NO. 


compelled to work until 10 o'clock P. M. to £1 J orger rs. Monopolists’ price for this instrument, about $340 
of the best material which enter into its construction, at anextremely low 
as it becomes a sta anding advertisement for me in pour ownhome, Thusit isthat I am enabled to sell this instrument, 


x 5, 0 In orderto meet the public demand this unparallele d r™ fs extended 
MY PRICE, 0 LY $8 0, price, and are thus enabled to continue to sell this beautiful new style at 
in order to have it introduced, at this very low } 


until further notice. We have made a judicious and large CASH purchase 
the unprece recom price of only $35. Order at once, as every instrument when introduced into a new locality se lls others, 
ORDER NOW... To assure vou rse elt that you can secure these unparalleled offers you must order now, 


s I cannot guarantee to keep them down thus low for anyd efinite time. 1 may be 

able to doit only asingle month or ‘I may be able to continue it six months or a year. One thing is certain the price never 
will be lower, and may at any time be higher, so if you have thoughts of buying a Piano or Organ in the near future you 
must order now to assure yurself of the tap 6 ndid offers, (Per Large Mlustrated Newspaper, with much valuable information 


about cost of Pianos aad Organs, sent FREE. Addre 


DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey, U. 8. America. — 


1679, SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS, 1879, 


GOSPEL ECHOES. 4 R. G. STAPLES, A new and choice collection of sparkling, bright, cheer- 


ful hymns and so for - Sunda: ones. Prayer and Praise Meetin 
Gives perfect satisfaction wherever used. Price, 30 on: ; $3 per doz. ; $23 per . - 


PE ARLY 6G ATES. {By J. H. ROSECRANS. Avery peter deel ofS. 8. Music, mostly new, and 


adapted to the needs of the Guate, schon, Prayer Meeting and Home Circie. 
Every Sunday-school can afford it. Price, 25 cts. ; $2.50 per doz. ; +: 0 pet 


MORNING STAR {® pd ga SHAW. The and = db 
* (the successful revivalist, author ot Sparkling Jewe 
Gate, etc. Price, 35 cts. ; $3.60 per doz. ; $30 per ‘100. 
SS ae Gan, ee - - Ri A copy of either sent by mail on receipi o/ 
price, or one 
CENTRAL, BOOK CONCERN, Cincinnati, Ohio, or Oskaloosa, Iowa. 








the late Knowles Shaw 
, Shining Pearls, Golden 








HORIZONTAL FREEZER, 


THE MOST ECONOMICAL FREEZER IN THE WORLD. 


Will produce three quarts of Ice Cream, Frozen Fruit, Custards, etc., of the finest quality, im every 
respect, ready for immediate use, consuming less than four pounds of ice and five minutes’ time. 


PRICES FAMILY SIZES. PRICES SALOON SIZEs. 


3 quart, - - : - $5 50 Tin can. Copp can 

ie - - . - 6 50 12 quart, $25 00 00 

= - - - - 8 00 _ = 40 00 52 00 

. > - - 10 00 - = 50 00 64 00 
|» * 60 00 76 00 


CASH DISCOUNT, 20 PER CENT. 


CHAS. G. BLATCHLEY, 440 Market St., Philadelphia, 


Beatrice De Cenci 


Was the daughter of Count Niocola Cenci, a Roman noble of the sixteenth cen- 
tury. He was a man so utterly Coprav ed and guilty_of so many and such enor- 
# mous Crimes, that he feared even his own family. He caused the death of two 
of his sons, and subjected Beatrice to imprisonment and torture; but at length 
he was assassinated. It was as clear as day that the gentle and beautiful Bea- 
trice had no knowledge of the plot, but she was accused of parricide, arrested, 
tried, cruelly tortured and co demned. The most illustrous families of 
Rome interceded in her behalf, and the life of m: ny # gallant Roman 
zouth was sacrificed in the endeavor to libe:ate her. All without avail. 
he was executed Se ‘pi ambe ril, 1599. When the executioner bound her 
hands, Be atrice said, “You bind my body for destruction, but my soul 
forimmortality.’ There isan indescribable sweetness and fascinating 
{ charm in the tender fvce of this lovliest woman of history. We have had 
prepared for us by the best artists a faithful portrait of this beautiful 
woman, in 20 oil colors, 15x21 in. in size, which 1s a copy ofthe Re slebrated 
painting by Guido, which hangs in the Barberini Palace » Rome, and 9 
been of one the chic f attractions of that Imperial C ity for ac onkes 
\ ve one copy, of this picture, FREE, P -ostpaid, to any pers 
l send ‘ uts for a3 months’ nee ion to LEI SU R E 
e published at $1.00 per y« ; 30 cen h 
luce a who read this to t y 
wanted 


‘J 5 ay P. Tr E N & con: 47 Barclay ‘Stree t, N. 


SOMETHING NEW.)\A GREAT OFFER!!! 09 Bangs 


*** AND ORGANS 
TOMLINSON’S IMPROVED 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL RECORD. 


ORGANS $35, $40; 5 Stops $15, 7 do $50, 9 a $55 & $60, 
ll do $65, 12 do $70, 13 do $80. 7 Octave EQUARE AND 
For schools of 25 classes or — Price, only 75c. 
TOMLINSON’S IMPROVED 


UPRIGHT PIANOS $125, do $130, 71-3 do $140, not used 
Sunday-schoo! Minute Book, 


SIX MONTHS. Warranted 5 years. AGENTS WANTED. 
SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS. 


Illustrated Catalogues Mailed. Music ic. per page, 
Just issued and sent by mail! on receipt of price, by Nhe Review Chart and  Responaive B Review Shetmetonn 

























S, the 
months. Th 
HOURS thr 


subscribers mu 5. € fre for | po age. 





HORACE WATERS @ SONS, Manufacturers and Dealers, 
JOHN H. TOMLINSON, publisher of Sunday-school | found in Tne Scholars’ uarterly are also pub- 


40 East 14th Street, New York. 
Roquisites, 66 Madisen Gt., Chicago, Tit. | iished im leaflet form at 75 cents per hundred copies, 
ESTABLISHED 1853, paid. 








Horsford’s 
ACID PHOSPHATE. 


(LIQUID.) 
For Dyspepsia, Mental and Physi- 
cal Exhaustion, Nervousness, 


Diminished Vitality, etc. 


Prepared according to the directions of E. N. Hors 
ford, late Professor in Harvard University. 


There seems to be no difference of opinion in high 
medical authority, of the value of phosphoric acid, 
and no preparation has ever been offered to the public 
— seems to so happily meet the general want as 


It is not nauseous, but agreeable to the taste. 

No danger can attend its use. 

Its action will harmonize with such stimu- 
lants as are necessary to take. 

It makes a delicious drink with water and 
sugar only. 

Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving further par- 
ticulars mailed free on application to manufacturers. 

Manufactured by the RUMFORD CHEMICAL 
WORKS, Providence,  B sal 


NO RI 





SK _ 





To buy one of our SPECIAL TEN DOLLAR American 
Watches, for we guarautce them to be Selid Coin Silver, 
except cap over movement (inside) which ts nickel. 
They are certainly the best waiches, con-idering Time 
and Quality, that have ever been oner+d fur the price. 
Key wiuder. Cot represents exact size. Send us the 
money, TEN DOLL. . by regi-ter, mau, or post-office 
order, and we will send one of the above at our rick 
and expense; or will send ©. O. D. with privilege to 
examine before paying. if pref-rred. Fully war- 
ranted. Address, WM KENDRICK & SON, 110 
Fourth Avenue, Louisville. Ky. Our new catalogue 
sent free to auy address. (Mention The Sunday School 
Times 





A man of noted health wus asked how 
seemed to be always well. “I am net particular in 
my meals; I eat what I like: and whenever I teel 
under the weather, I resort 10 my 


Tarrant’s Seltzer Aperient, 


which I keep always in the house.” Wise man, and 
economical as well. Te dees not resort to violent 
means for relief. xe uses Nature's remedy, in the 


a aaah erie 
OLD D BY ALL DBUGGISTS. 


it was he 


BEFORE BUYING OR RENTING A 


CABINET ORCAN 


Be sure to send for our LATEST CaTaLoeveE and 
CIRCULARS with NEW STYLES. REDUCED PRICES ( 
966, $78, $84, $90, $99. ae $108 $114, $12, and upwards), 
and much informat Sent free. MASON & HAM- 
LIN ORGAN CO., Buston, New York, or Chicago. 


ELECTRICITY AS A CURATIVE POWER. 


The Garratt Silver Zinc Disk as a pad or 
belt, acting only with the moist warmth of 
the human body, has po equal for efficiency 
and economy. Speciaily adapted for the 
relief and cure of nervous aud chrunic ail- 
ments, such as Neuralgia, Kheumatisam, and 
local weakness or pain. It is flexible and 
easy to wear, is a ready, and is durable. 
Large Disk, 5x8 lus., 





24 poles, $2.50; Belt, $3.50; 
Chidren’s Disk, $!. Full desc riptive circ ulars seut on 
application. Electric Disk and Beit Comp’v, 7 Exchange 
Place, Boston. Special inducements tv Agents. 

Hires’ Improved Package makes 
5 gallons of a de- ROOT BEER licious drink— 
healthy and strengthening. Ask your druggist for tt. 


Sent by maii on receipt of 25c. Manufactured only by 
Cuas, E. Himes, 215 Market Street, Puiladeiphia, Pa. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The 
Sunday Sehoot Times. 
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352, 
Though you live a Thousand Miles from the 
City, 
you CAN 


DO YOUR SHOPPING 


AT THE GREAT 


Dry Goods and Outfitting Establishment 
John Wanamaker, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
With the utmost satisfaction. 
Silks, Dress Goods, Trimmings, 
thing in Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Wear, whether 
in large or sma]! quantities, promptly forwarded 
by mail or express, and exactly as ordered ; but 
cheerfully ex- 


and every- 


even then, if not as expected, 
changed, or the money refunded. 

Write a postal card, specifying what you de- 
sire, and samples, with full instructions for 
ordering, will be mailed you, postage paid, 
without any obligation to purchase if prices are 
not satisfactory. 

For immediate attention, address 


Mail Dept. for Samples and Supplies, 
GRAND evo dtd PHILA DELPHIA. 









“FINE STATIONERY 
& ENGRAVING, 
ILLUMINATING, 








IN LATEST STYLES. 
1202 sas ST. 













Y a FO pee « 
Wj HERALO/. Pars 
= : ork! bh ——__—- 


TATIONERY. 


18 sheets of paper, 18 envelopes, 1 lead pencil, 
1 penholder. i memorandum book, | small 
chromo, 1 small piece of india- rubber; all 
tor 25 cents; tive packages. $1.00; 1 dozen, 
ms This is a first-class package for Agents. 
ow is the time toorder. 1 ct. stamps taken, 
. D. HAMMITT, 
202 Broadway, New York City. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES 8. 8. 


ALL MAPS. 


Large Bold Letters, easily read at a 


distance, doubtful locations so designa 
ted; carefully compiled from best au 
thorities. Admitted to be the largest, 


cheapest, and best Maps published for the 
monet; “4 cheap that every 8.8 can afford te have 
good lap 
Send fore atalogue, mailed free. 
A. H. EILERS, Publishing Co., 


2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo. 


BLACKBOARD: CRAYON, 


PUBLISHED ONLY FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOLSUPERINTENDENTS 


id 0 ee a 
SAMPLE COPY FREE! 
tp PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co. 


PROVIDENCE,R.|I 


LibraryNumbers. 
P.F.Van Everen, ie Nassau St.N 








Perforated, Cum'd, 10c 100, 52 


"S CARD 


‘We are issuing a large list of . 
beautiful cards, with carefully 
selected texts, at low prices. 


Best issues of other publishers on hand. 
Send 10c. for samples. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., New York; 23 Franklin St., 
Boston ; 1215 Chestnut St., Philadelphia ; 
75 State St., Rochester; 50 Madison S8t., 
Chicago; 757 Market St., San Franciso. 


DOOR LIFTER—A REAL COMFORT. 
Don’t be tormented by those squeaking 
doo's any longer. Buy the little Jack. 
Oil your door-hinges in two minutes, and 
hbehappy. Sent oe > any address in 
United States on recei 
Tic. Address HEND 
West Winsted, Conn. 


reduced price, 
RSON MFG. CO., 


he etrting that wou saw the adver- 











mT 
loan 4s neT TENET —— Ce 


Address, 


BLACKBOARDS. 


Any Sunday-school superintendent wishing a Revolv- 
ing Blackboard, will find the style represented by this 
picture far more satisfactory for his use than the old-fash- 
ioned revolving boards. 
—giving on both sides a surface of 27 square feet, costs $14. 
A very large board 4x6 feet, giving on both sides a surface 
of 48 square feet, costs $17. 
directed, at the expense of the purchaser. 
boxing and shipping. 

The following is taken from The National Sunday 
School Teacher, for April: 
School Times does furnish excellent blackboards, just as he 
advertises. We have one in our own school, and so speak 
from personal knowledge. 
easily on a pivot, fastens itself by a spring, and has an 
excellent surface. We should advise superintendents want- 
ing a blackboard to order one of these in preference to the 
clumsy, 'ill-made, and inconvenient specimens which so often disfigure a Sunday-school room.” 


A medium sized board,—3x4}4 feet 


Sent by express or freight, as 
No charge for 


“The publisher of the Sunday 


It is tastily gotten up, swings 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
610 Chestnut Street, sme s md Pa 





‘JOSEPH 
GILLOTT'S 
Steel Dens * 


~~ 


UMMER SCHOOLS. 


Before ordering Sabbath 
School Papers for another 
season, send for samples of 


GOOD WORDS, 
MY PAPER, 








GOOD CHEER, 
OLD AND YOUNG. 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE 


Christian at Work Publishing Co. 





Samples sent FREE on application to 


E. W. HAWLEY, Secretary, 
P. Oo. Box 3918, New York. 








Health, strength. comfort, Fee ay to old and young 
+ the constant use of Ridge’s Food. In cans, 
65c., $1.25 and $1.75 WOOLRICH &CO., on label. 


A CALIFORNIA COLONY 


is being formed at Buffalo, N. Y., to settle a tract of 
seven thousand acres. Those wishing to know all 
about it and California Colonies, can, by addressing 
California Colony, 14 W. Swan St., Buffalo, N. Y., or 
Wendell Easton, 22 Montgomery St., San Francisco, 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies ot 
The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
placed in the binder week by week, thus 
keeping the file complete. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
R10 Cheatnnt Street. Philadalphie. 
house Plants by 


ROSES® i 


free. J.T. Phillips & Son, West Grove, Chester Co. 


ty 


$58 Vator 
2. post aid. 
tai 


m: reen- 





you want a cheap lesson help for 





tisement;in The Sunday School Times, 
Proc 


our school, ‘and 


at the same time a goed one, send for sam les of 
The Weekly m Leaf a mw 5 at the the olice of 
The Sundav Price, 60 cents per hun- 


| 
| 


‘NOW READY! ! 





The FivoriTENUMBERS: 
308-404-332- 

AND 170,WITH HIS 

OTHERSTYLES SOLD 
BY ALLDEALERS 


~_THROUGHOUTeWORLD 


e 











Size, 60 x 85 inchcs. 
TE 


Commandments. |); 


In beautiful, large clear letters that can be easily 
read from 40 to 60 feet. This is just qrhat has been 
long needed for the Church and S. 8. Room. The 
pene is so low that every 8.8. can afford it. ion’t 
ail to orderit. Sent pre aid on receipt < Fy 
On extra fine white cloth,........-.++.+:- y $4 00. 

The APOSTLES’ CREED and LORD’ a 3 fe 
size of each 36x48. Price of each, fine white, Cp 
only $1.00. Mt’d and varnish'd on rollers, only $1.50 


A. H, EILERS Publishing Co. 
2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo. 


Sold only in Sets of 12. 





Price 25 Cents Per Dozen. 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 

“The most convenient book markers that have 
come to nal i ey. Lg 

“ Use n co and com) es,” — 
M ng paring passag 

“ A neat rr > for pointing out texts in the 
Bible.” — The 
= — for all books of reference.’”’—Christian States- 
me May be used for holding brief notes.” — Presbyterian 
fa happy convenience for preachers and teachers.” 


“ For ~~ reterence they are invaluable.” —Bap- 
tist Pastor. 


A full set sent. = prepaid, on regeipt of the 
oboretnaen 


_EBEN. SHUTE, 52 Bromfield St., Boston. 
ICTURES 
IN 


ALESTINE. 


Over 100 Quarto Plates, engraved in Germany from 
designs made in Palestine by a Christian Jew of 
France, and superbly printed in Cambridge, to illus- 
trate a New Work by an American Scholar. 

“ For the first time we have a truthful, artistic illus- 
tration of our Lord's life.’’— Bishop Kip. 

* There have been no such illustrations of the Bible 
till now.” —New York Times. 

“Tn the highest test of all, Bida has outdone all other 
artists.""—Christian Union. 

Intelligent persons of large church uaintance 
wanted to take orders. Three enterprising 2 men have 
secured 2900 subscriptions for it. A 


FORDS, HOWARD, & HULBERT, New York. 


Christian Workers. | 


I OFFER Two DOLLARS’ WORTH OF VALU- 
ABLE MATERIAL FOR ONE DOLLAR. The 
list is as follows : 

Three Hundred Religious Anecdotes and Illustra- 
tions, Five Hundred Bible Readings, One Hundred 
and Ive Bible Important Texts for Christian Workers, 
Twelve Bible i Eaqipoters, Ten Interesting Nar- 
ratives by Re ame F Pentecost, Rev. George C. 
Needham, Mrs. Jane Chaplin and others, : ~eoedl 8 
Revised Addresses, and How to Study the Bible 

EBEN. SHUTE, 


52 Bromfield Street, Boston. 








Free by mail on receipt of price. AGENTS WANTED. 


ORR EC MRSC ME 4267 Curious and Prize 
ofthe BIBLE Questions pertaining to 
Int Jucti Persons, Places and 

Things . with Facts and 

Statistics of the Bible. 









B y a 
WiTH Kry. 402 op. $150, 
805 Broadway, New ork. 


E.B TREAT, P 


AGENTS WANTED for the Magnificent Work 


2'|CROSS 4° CROWN 


The most attractive book ever offered agents. I)lustra- 
ted on steel. For illustrated circulars and terms, address 
JONES BROS. & 0O., Philadelphia or Cincinnati. 

SE the Order of Service, found in The Scholars’ 





J. ESTEY & CO. 


BRATTLEBORO’, VT. 
SZ SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE. “@s 





The manufacture of these widely known instruments 
was begun in 1846, and American enterprise and skill 
have steadily developed this business until now it is 
the largest Reed Organ manufactory inthe world. The 
unsolicited testimony of the most careful Judges places 
the ESTEY ORGAN at the head of all others of its class. 
Send for the new illustrated catalogue.” 





-PRIZE MEDALS PIANOS. | 


sRAMAL, SOUTHER & (0, 


SUCCESSORS TO 


SOUTHER 
& HOOPER, 


Manufacturers and 
Dealers in 


Parlor, 
Chamber, 
Dining, & Hall 


FURNITURE. 


Draperies a Specialty. 
MATTRESSES, BEDDING, &c. 


Salesrooms, 7 & 8 Haymarket Sq., Boston, Mass. 


THE WILSON PATENT 
ADJUSTABLE CHAIR, 


WITH THIRTY CHANGES OF POSITIONS. 

























Parlor,Library.InvalidChair, 
Child’s Crib, Bed or Lounge, 
combining be auty, lightness, 
prone. simplicit .and com- 
fort. Everything to an 
exact science. Orders by 
mail promptly attended 
to. Goods s ry toany 
address, C. O. Send 
stamp for ‘inftistrated 
circular, and menti 
READING POSITION. this paper. 
Address Wilson Adjus. — Mfg. Co., 
661 Broadway. N. Y 


ESTABLISHED 1780, 





Ser CoMPLETE IN TERRY, 
Set CoMPLETE IN PLUSH, 


fe 
Church and Lodge Furniture 


A SPECIALTY. 
SHAW & APPLIN, 
Successors to Braman Shaw & Co., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 


PARLOR FURNITURE, 


WaREROOMS, 27 SUDBURY STREET, BOSTON. 


J.&R. Lamb, 59 Carmine St.N.Y, 
CHURCH FURNITURE 


Communion Tables, Pulpits, ete, 


: Exclusively for Church Purposes 
Silk 8. 8. Banners, Colors & Gold, $5 each 


‘Texts and Mottoes for decoration in 
great variety. Ill. Catalogue of 
Furniture. 10c. Decorations 
and Banners, 10 cents. 


PSANTE MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all other 
Slate and Soaneane Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 Rip@x AVENUE. ; 
JOSEPH 8. MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Also General yo for the celebrated Florence Oi! 











Quarterly. Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per 
hundred. No extra charge for 


Stoves for cooking and heating purposes. Agents 
wanted. Send for ‘ sroular. * 











